
Floodplain Program Update – The First Wave



Meagher  County  – Dam fa i lu res
• Schindal Battle I (Lower)

• Lower part of dam in 
series – was breached 
late last week. Three feet 
of water topped a county 
road.  Less than 100 AF.

• Schindal Battle I (Upper)
• Upper part of dam in 

series – evidence of 
overtopping – owner is 
actively making repairs 
and the dam is being 
monitored at this time.  
Less than 100 AF.

• Battle Creek Dam – will 
continue to monitor –
no concerns at this 
time. This is a larger 
dam at 500+ AF.

• Badger Creek runs into Battle Creek and ultimately dumps into 
Sixteenmile Creek at the townsite of Sixteen.  



Meagher  County  – Dam fa i lu res

• Picture of the Schindal Battle I 
(Lower) dam breach

• Dam Safety has created an 
inundation map that is being 
distributed to DES and the 
Meagher County.  It is based 
on a Dam Failure for Battle 
Creek Dam. 

• There appears to be 
plenty of snow in the 
upper reaches of these 
drainages that have yet 
to melt.  Monitoring in 
this area will continue.



Smur f i t  S tone  Berms

• Inspected on 5/10 and will 
continued to be monitored 
through spring runoff.  

• No evidence of CFR Berm 
erosion.  

• USACE did an additional 
inspection of the berms on 
5/11.  

• Water surface elevations were 
6 feet or more fellow the top 
of CFR Berm elevation. 



Cur ren t  L is t  o f  D isas te r  Dec la ra t ions    
• Pondera County – April 12, 2018 

• Blaine County – April 18, 2018 –

• Valley County – April 18, 2018

• Toole County – April 18, 2018

• Liberty County – April 18, 2018 

• Town of Chester – April 19, 2018

• Fort Belknap Indian Community – April 19, 2018

• Hill County – April 19, 2018

• Petroleum County – April 24, 2018

• Fergus County – April 25, 2018

• Missoula County – April 30, 2018

• Lewis/Clark County – May 3, 2018

• Town of Plains – May 3, 2018

• Ravalli County – May 7, 2018

• City of Missoula – May 7, 2018

• Powell County – May 8, 2018

• Sanders County – May 8, 2018



C o m m u n i t y  U p d a t e s  – R e c o v e r y  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  R e s p o n s e

• State and Federal agencies are 
continuing to work with local 
communities on:

• Community meetings/visits

• Insurance questions 

• Outreach materials 



Mapped and Par t ic ipat ing Communi t ies

1.6  REGULATED AREA
• These regulations apply only to the flood 

hazard areas specifically adopted herein as
Regulated Flood Hazard Areas (or Special 
Flood Hazard Areas) which are more fully and 
specifically described in Section 4. 

1.17 DISASTER RECOVERY 
• The Floodplain Administrator shall notify 

owners that a permit may be necessary for an 
alteration or substantial improvement before 
repair or reconstruction commences on 
damaged structures  because of damages 
caused by natural or man-made disasters 
such as floods, fires or winds.



C o m m u n i t y  U p d a t e s  – R e c o v e r y  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  R e s p o n s e

• Missoula is working on damage 
assessments. 

• Community meetings/visits

• Insurance questions 

• Outreach materials 

• Floodplain community visit on 
5/17. 

• Working on next wave of 
potential flooding.



Mi t iga t ion  and  Recovery  Success  S to ry

• Systematic and inclusive 
• Leadership and unity of effort
• Pre-disaster & post-disaster 

recovery planning



Long Term – Higher  S tandards -Losses  Avo ided



Ta lk ing  abou t  F loods  Dur ing  Wi ld f i res?

• Wildfires Are Not A Singular 
Disaster

• They are the Beginning of Many 
Disasters. 

• Disaster Cycle lasts 5 – 10 Years
• Disasters continue until the watershed is 

stabilized 

(Maia Potts & Brian Varrella – Fort 
Collins Presentation) 





Montana's 2017 fire 
season tops 1 million 
acres burned
Posted: Sep 06, 2017 4:56 PM MDT 



Thank you!
► Traci Sears

(406) 444-6654
tsears@mt.gov

• Keys to Recovery Success
• Act quickly
• Actively plan
• Engage the community
• Develop partnerships, networks 

and effective coordination 
strategies

mailto:mphillips2@mt.gov
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