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Drought impact reports (Sept. 18 – Nov. 1)  - 12 Ag/LivestockMT Drought Impact Reporter 
(28 responses since start of Water Year)

We rely on the 
tourism in the 
summer to 
make it through 
the lean winter 
months. This 
last summer 
with all of the 
forest fires, our 
tourism 
dropped 
sharply.

Last two months 
have been very 
windy. Had only 
.15 inches in 
Nov.

Residential well (80’) had limited 
supply in August for watering



Drought impact reports (Sept. 18 – Nov. 1)  - 12 Ag/Livestock

Report from CoCoRaHS participant,  - Flathead County submitted 
Dec. 19  

We have 6" of snow tonight but back in August these are the notes from our drought 
locally observed. Deep root plants along the Flathead Lower Valley continued to grow 
(Alfalfa, etc) abundently through Riverside/Creston Flats while the taller grasses and 
shorter root plants did not fully develop. In Bigfork where we reside we had an ample 
berry bloon (Raspberry, Blue & Blackberrys) after a rather wet spring but then the fruit on 
the trees only grew to half size after the rains stopped in mid-June... and were especially 
hardened. (Pears, Apples) while the Cherry tree hardly bloomed at all. The plums also 
never put out this summer. Meanwhile, in glacier park, where they had 130% snowpack 
last year, as recently as June30th an unusually bountiful bloom of Bear grass was 
observed both by us and National Park rangers we spoke with. The fires on Brown 
Mountain and Sperry started shortly after these went dormant as well but it was only 
weeks (2) after the last rains. Superfast.





Work in Progress

Tell the story of last years drought:

http://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=6ddb28f332e4499
28ba4b145ccd50cdf

http://montana.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=6ddb28f332e449928ba4b145ccd50cdf


Discussion/Questions
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