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MT Drought Impacts Reporter

• Released July 13th
• Live/ongoing

• 149 responses (12 since last 
DWSAC meeting, Sept 19th)
• Retake it as conditions change 

or to report a different location

Need reports as conditions 
improve too.



Drought impact reports (Sept. 18 – Nov. 1) - 12 Ag/Livestock

10/10/2017 - Pasture and range 
conditions continue to suffer…otherwise 
there are minimal drought impacts 
remaining

10/27/2017 - Grazing loss is substantial

10/26/2017 - Phillips County 
is still dry.  We are still under 
Red Flag Warnings.

10/10/2017 - We did receive some 
snow, but due to high winds, available 
moisture was mostly concentrated 
where the snow drifted. Due to high 
winds, it has dried out again. Several 
days of 60-70 MPH wind gusts 10/26/2017 - Calves are 

coming in lighter than 
normal due to the 
quality issues back in 
July and August. The 
west side of the county 
is still much drier than 
the east, which is very 
unusual.





What’s next for the MT Drought Impacts Reporter

• Identify how to better use reports in monthly assessment and 
communication with US DM

• Additional sources of impacts
• e.g., news media, agencies, emails…

• Provide Water Year 2017 summary
• e.g., map lakes/ponds using 2017 imagery and compare to other years

• Coordinate with other states and National Drought Mitigation Center
• Where is there overlap? How can we share data?



What’s next for the DWSAC Monitoring Subcommittee

• Defining Drought Part III
• How to use soil moisture and vegetation health info?
• Many resources available…which are best for MT?

• Need to develop approach for looking at resources in combination 
(objective machine rather than subjective eye)

• If communication with the US Drought Monitor is effective, should the 
county-based map just be a coarser depiction of the US DM? Should 
we work towards a finer resolution?
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Discussion/Questions


	Montana Drought Status by County
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Discussion/Questions

