Work Meeting Agenda
Governor’s Drought and Water Supply Advisory Committee
Tuesday, June 20, 2017, 9:00 a.m.
DNRC Headquarters, Montana Room, 1539 11th Avenue, Helena

9:00 | Welcome - Chair Lt. Governor Mike Cooney
9:10 Report from the National Weather Service
Megan Syner, Meteorologist, Great Falls, National Weather Service
9:25 | Report from the NRCS Montana Snow Survey
Lucas Zukiewicz, NRCS Montana Snow Survey, Water Supply Specialist
9:40 | Report on River Conditions
Kathy Chase, USGS, Hydrologist
9:55 | Report on Reservoir Conditions
Stephanie Micek, Bureau of Reclamation, River and Reservoir Operator
10:00 | Report on Agricultural Statistics
Eric Sommer, National Agricultural Statistics Service, State Statistician
10:15 | Discussion on Aid for Producers Dealing with Drought Conditions in NE Montana
Brad Griffin, Montana Equipment Dealers Association
10:25 | Montana Drought Management Plan (MDMP) Update Process
- Funding Strategies Research
Ada Montague, DNRC Staff
10:30 | Funding Drought Resilience, Research and Examples from other States
Eleanor Morris, Senior Advisor, Global Conservation Campaigns Team, The Nature
Conservancy
10:45 | Recap of Israeli Visit & Announcements
Chair Lt. Governor Mike Cooney and Committee
11:00 | Adjourn

Next Meeting: Tuesday, July 18, 2017 9:00 — 11:00 a.m., DNRC Headquarters,

Montana Room, 1539 11th Avenue, Helena




Drought Impacts
and Outlook

Montana
May 2017

U.S. Drought Monitor
Montana

June 6, 2017
(Released Thursday, Jun. 8, 2017)
Valid 8 am. EDT

Intensity:
DO Abnormally Dry
01 Moderate Drought
D2 Severe Drought
I 03 Extreme Crought
Il ¢ Exceponal Drought
The Crought Mondor focuses on broad-scale

conddons. Local conddons may vary. See
accompanying lext summay for forecast
statemerts.

Author
Deborah Bathke

The U.S. Drought Monitor, is a weekly map of drought conditions produced jointly by
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, and the National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln. The U.S. Drought Monitor website is hosted and maintained by the

NDMC. http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Montana — Climate Overview for Last%é !
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Highlights for the State

May brought a sharp change in conditions in the
eastern part of Montana. As early as April 30th
reports of exceptionally dry conditions started
coming in from Daniels, Sheridan, Roosevelt,
McCone, Richland, Dawson, and Prairie counties.
Drought concern was elevated in Wibaux and Fallon
Counties and spread to encompass the eastern third
of the state. The main cause for the dramatic shift
was a combination of low precipitation, high
temperatures and wind. Producers reported culling
herds, 20% of average crop starts, and nonexistent
native pastureland. While the last few years have
seen good precipitation in this part of the state,
surface moisture depletion during the spring planting
season has had dramatic impacts on the local
economy and many are comparing it to the last
drought period of 1988. Judith Basin and Fergus, as
well as Silver Bow and Jefferson counties also
continue to be monitored closely for drought
conditions.

According to the June 1st NRCS Montana Water
Supply Outlook Report, “Snowpack totals for June 1st

are ... above [to] well above for this date in most of
the Montana river basins, only a few low elevation
ranges in the central part of the state continue to
have below normal snowpack.” Of particular concern
are the Headwaters of the Missouri (77% of normal)
and the Smith-Judith-Musselshell (64% of normal).

Reservoirs remain normal for this time of year.
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May 2017 saw below average
precipitation for most of the eastern
half of the state for the period of
record (1895-2017). May was the
21st driest in 122 years of record and
the driest since 2009.

Temperatures over the 30-day

Contact: Ada Montague

(amontague@mt.gov)
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period were slightly above normal
across the state.

Montana Drought Impacts and Outlook | May 2017































































































































