Consumptive Use Rights

Yellowstone National Park has a consumptive
use water right totaling 174.9 AFY for park
entrances, facilities, backcountry use, patrol
cabins, and day use areas in the Yellowstone,
Gallatin, and Madison River basins.

Instream Flow

The ISF right for streams defined as Category
1 (headwatering on NPS reserved lands) =
entire flow minus consumptive use rights
defined in compact; for Category 2 streams
(headwatering in Wilderness lands) the ISF
right = entire flow minus any consuptive use
rights of a U.S. agency; for Category 3 streams
(headwater outside NPS reserved lands [but
not Wilderness] and flowing in) the ISF right =
entire flow, subject to special provisions
outlined in Section IlIl.G.3.c., 85-20-401, MCA;
for Category 4 streams (special circumstance
streams) the ISF right = entire flow minus any
consumptive use rights defined in the compact
and subject to provisions outlined in Section
II.G.3.d. The ISF right ends at the most
downstream point that the stream exits the
park.
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