Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC)
Landscape Scale Restoration Grant Program – FY2017 Pre-Proposal

This pre-proposal will be used to screen the pool of potential projects for the USDA Forest Service State and Private Forestry Landscape Scale Restoration Grant Program (LSR – formerly known as “Comp Grants”). The DNRC will select 3 proposed projects to undergo additional development for submission to the nationwide review and scoring process in September 2016. Eligible project sponsors include but are not limited to state agencies, non-profit organizations, conservation districts, or county and municipal governments.

Ideal LSR projects will focus on priority landscapes as identified by the Montana Forest Action Plan, be cross-boundary and multi-ownership, and integrate State and Private Forestry’s 3 focus areas: conserve working forest landscapes, protect forests from harm, and enhance public benefits from trees and forests. Montana reserves one slot for multi-state proposals, should an applicant see an opportunity to develop a project with partners across state lines. Funds may only be spent on non-federal lands and inclusion of federal land is not required; however, adjacency to federal projects may be used as leverage or to enhance meaningful scale.

The questions below are a subset of the questions on the final application that the DNRC will submit for federal funds. The DNRC considers these questions to be most indicative of a project’s competitiveness on a national scale. Answers should be detailed but concise to adhere to word limits. Completing this pre-proposal fully will simplify the final application process, indicate the strength of the project, and identify project elements that require additional development. 

In addition to completing the pre-proposal, please submit a map which outlines the impact area of this project.

Please complete all sections of this pre-proposal and return to Stewardship Program Manager Angela Mallon at amallon@mt.gov by Friday, March 18th, 2016.  Applicants will be notified of their status by April 4th. 

	Applicant Organization
	Federal Tax ID #
	DUNS #

	
	
	

	Address
	City
	State
	Zip + 4

	
	
	
	

	Principle Representative
	Title

	
	

	Principle Address (if different from above)
	City
	State
	Zip + 4

	
	
	
	

	Phone
	Fax
	Email

	
	
	

	Other Important Contacts: List by name, title, phone, and email

	



Applicant Information



	Descriptive Project Title
What, where
	

	Partnering Agencies & Organizations
List all known and potential partners
	

	Project locations
A description of location and a list of counties; also attach required map
	

	Project duration
	☐  One year  ☐  Two years   ☐  Three years

	National Relevance
	☐  Conserve working forest landscapes
☐  Protect forests from harm
☐  Enhance public benefits from trees and forests

	Total request amount[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Total maximum federal award is $300,000. DNRC will retain 10% for program management and administrative costs; therefore, the maximum grant request for this pre-proposal is $270,000.] 

	Potential match amount[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The LSR program requires a 1:1 federal to non-federal funds match. The DNRC meets this requirement, and also requires an additional 3:1 federal to non-federal funds match from project partners. For instance, a grant request of $270,000 on this pre-proposal will require a match from the applicant of $90,000.] 

	Required map attached? (Y/N)

	
	
	



Project information


Project Overview

	Provide a succinct overview of the project that communicates critical elements and value – what, where, why. (500 characters)

	






Goals and Objectives

	What issues, threats, or opportunities does the project address? What is the desired end state? What are the project goals and objectives? What impacts do you hope to achieve? (1000 characters)

	




Deliverables, Outputs, and Outcomes

	Discuss: What are the project deliverables, outputs, and outcomes? What metrics or indicators will be used to monitor progress? How do these relate to goals and objectives listed above? (1000 characters)

	






Proposed Activities

	Discuss: What specific activities will be completed using grant funds or leveraged resources identified in the project budget? Who is responsible for the work? What is the timeframe? (1000 characters)

	



Montana Goals

	How does your proposed project fit in with the DNRC Forest Action Plan? Discuss: How does proposed project address high-priority issues identified by the FAP? View the Montana plan at: http://www.forestactionplans.org/states/montana. (750 characters)

	





Meaningful Scale

	Discuss: How does the project benefit communities and the public at large? How is the project scaled to impact the landscape of priority importance? How will scale influence attainability of goals and objectives? How will benefits be transferrable or sustained over time? (750 characters)

	



Budget

	Use the table below to provide a budget estimate. Indicate how much funding you are requesting, how much match will be provided by you and other project partners, and the proposed funding allocations.

	Key project activity/expense
	Grant $ requested
	Match $ provided
	Source of match

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Totals
	
	
	



Map
	Attach a map of the project’s impact area. Ideally, maps will delineate the project area using 5th or 6th HUC watershed boundaries.



Submit
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Send the completed pre-proposal to: Angela Mallon, DNRC, at amallon@mt.gov, no later than 5:00pm (MST) Friday, March 18, 2016.
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