














Very popular, year-round 
recreational-use lands.  Numerous 
USFS cost-share roads, 
trailheads, adjacent to Recreation 
Area and 
Wildernesses. 



• CONNECTIVITY 
• RARE SPECIES 

• LYNX 
• WOLVERINE 
• GRIZZLY 
• WSCT 
• BULL TROUT 

• MAINTAIN  
 WORKING 
  FOREST  

 



Clearwater-Blackfoot Project 
Stewardship 2015 

• Inventory 1,264 mile forest road network, including all 
stream crossings (454) and noxious weeds 

• Mapped fences, powerlines, illegal motorized vehicle routes 
• New invader weed treatments, biological control releases 
• Improved grazing management 
• Improved signage, new locks 
• Trash/campsite clean-up 
• Repair of illegal MV routes 
• Belmont Bridge rebuild 
• Begin Hotspot/BMP fixes 
• Forestry work @ Primm 
• Community engagement 



CBP = 
1,264 
miles 

of forest 
roads, 

454 
stream 

crossings 



6.7 road miles per square mile 



Belmont 
Creek Bridge 

Hotspot 



Interesting Discoveries on CBP 

Montana SOCs: Sundew, Northern Bog 
Lemming 



Primm Meadow Grove:  112ac FVLT CE 
These pines are about 400-500y old. 
Several “bear trees” and “Indian trees” 
are scattered through the stand. 



Revive and Thrive: Celebration and Work Party 
Primm Meadow, September 









TNC Forest Management 



Clearwater-Blackfoot Project 
2016 Stewardship Plans 

• Forest Inventory 
• Forest carnivore monitoring 
• Other biological inventories 
• 10yr Management Plan 
• Fundraising & Implementation 

for high-priority restoration 
opportunities 

• Continue Primm restoration 
• Continue weed management 
• Grazing management,  
 fence improvements 
• Recreation management 

planning (U MT?) 



TNC Forest Policy Work 
• Forest management is essential for the lands that we own. 
• We recognize that the forests do not stop at our property boundaries.  What happens across the 

forests of Montana impact the forests on our lands.  Fire, insects, disease… 
• We must consider forest management and policy:  How do we increase the scale and pace of forest 

management and restoration to reduce fire risk, protect our communities, maintain all of the 
ecosystem services like clean water that forests provide? 

• Forest products industry is a critical actor to make forest restoration a reality.  We need experts 
from the industry to lead and partner on solutions. 

• Trying to identify the scale of the need: How many acres are being treated each year?  How many 
acres need to be treated each year? 

– Which acres need to be treated?  What are the highest priorities areas to treat for community safety 
and forest and watershed health?  

– Identify which treatments are right in the right places.  TNC is science driven.  Science tells us that 
treatment alone isn’t enough.  We need more prescribed fire. 

• We know that funding isn’t the only problem and we know that there isn’t enough funding to meet 
the scale of the problem. 

– Wildfire Disaster Funding Act - Stop Fire Borrowing so the USFS has reliable funding for forest 
management 

– Excited about the Forest in Focus Initiative to bring the state into the conversation about forest 
management, not only federal lands but private lands as well.  There are a few other states in the 
west like OR and WA also investing in forest management but Montana is definitely on the leading 
edge on this.  

– This is another reason why the forest product industry is key.  We need the forest products 
infrastructure to effectively manage and restore Montana’s forests. 

• Partnerships: We recognize the role of collaborative efforts to spur activity. 
• How we can maintain important environmental policies while also increasing the scale and pace of 

forest restoration where needed? 
• TNC doesn’t have all of the answers, but we do have great partnership opportunites, science to 

provide direction, on the ground expertise from management our lands, and expertise locally and 
from across the country to draw upon. 



Questions? TNC 
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