GLOSSARY

Accident Prevention Analysis

Accident prevention analysis (APA) means a formal process appropriate for investigation and analysis of an accident, serious accident, or serious near-miss.

Agency Administrator (AA)

Managing officer of an agency, division thereof, or jurisdiction having statutory responsibility for incident mitigation and management. Examples: Area Manager, Division Administrator, Unit Manager. See also: Line Officer.

Assessment flowchart

Assessment flowchart displays the various steps necessary to meet the policy requirements for critical incident assessments.

Chief of Party

The chief of party is responsible to the sending unit dispatcher until destination is reached. Chief of party is responsible for all traveling personnel assigned on the manifest list.

Critical Incident

A fatality or other event that can have serious long-term adverse effects on the agency, its employees and their families, or the community.

Critical Incident Stress Debriefing (CISD)

 The process in which teams of professional and peer counselors provide emotional and psychological support to incident personnel who are or have been involved in a critical (highly stressful) incident.

Delegation of Authority

A statement provided to Incident Commander by the agency executive delegating authority and assigning responsibility. The delegation of authority can include objectives, priorities, expectations, constraints and other considerations or guidelines as needed. Many agencies require written delegation of authority to be given to incident commanders prior to their assuming command on larger incidents.



Employee Assistance Program (EAP)

An agency-contracted program that provides employees and their families’ access to a variety of counseling and other support services in certain situations.

Entrapment

A situation where personnel are unexpectedly caught in a fire behavior-related, life-threatening position where planned escape routes or safety zones are absent, inadequate, or compromised.
An entrapment may or may not include deployment of a fire shelter for its intended purpose.
These situations may or may not result in injury. They include "near misses."

Facilitated learning analysis

Facilitated learning analysis (FLA) is a process used to create a culture in which errors are openly identified and discussed. Without placing blame on anyone, the FLA provides employees—and DNRC as a whole—the necessary vehicle to perform a proactive learning process.

Family Liaison

The primary contact between the agency and the victim’s family.

Incident Commander 

The Incident Commander is responsible for overall management of the investigation and reports to the Agency Administrator requesting the investigation. This position may have one or more deputies assigned from the same agency or from an assisting agency(s).

Incident Command System (ICS)

A standardized on-scene emergency management concept specifically designed to allow its user(s) to adopt an integrated organizational structure equal to the complexity and demands of single or multiple incidents, without being hindered by jurisdictional boundaries.

Incident Management Team (IMT)

The incident commander, and appropriate general and command staff, assigned to an incident.

Line Officer

Managing officer, or designee, of the agency, division thereof, or jurisdiction having statutory responsibility for incident mitigation and management. Examples: Area Manager, Division Administrator, Unit Manager.  See also: Agency Administrator.

Peer Support

Employees or individuals trained in peer counseling CIS process, including CISD.

SAFECOM

The Aviation Safety Communique (SAFECOM) database fulfills the Aviation Mishap Information System (AMIS) requirements for aviation mishap reporting for the Department of Interior agencies and the US Forest Service. Categories of reports include incidents, hazards, maintenance, and airspace.

SAFENET (SAFENET)

 A form and process, used by wildland firefighting agencies, for reporting and resolving incidents relating to firefighter safety. The information collected is used to determine long-term trends and problem areas within the wildland fire industry.

Serious Accident Investigation

Serious Accident Investigation (SAI) means an investigation that gathers and interprets information to help managers understand how and why an accident or incident occurred. Recommendations can then be developed for corrective actions that will mitigate hazards and prevent future injuries and property damage.

Workers’ Compensation Insurance

Workers comp insurance from Montana State Fund provides, without regard to fault, wage-loss benefits and medical benefits to a worker suffering from a work-related injury or occupational disease. All businesses in Montana with employees are required by law to have workers’ compensation insurance.

In the event of workplace injuries or occupational illnesses, your workers are entitled to reasonable doctor, hospital, prescription and medical care costs. After a claim is filed, we work with the State of Montana’s medical fee schedule and applicable statutes and rules to establish wage-loss payments and medical care cost benefits.
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