
MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
Between 

Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
And the 

Montana Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association 
[Project STAR]

This MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT (hereinafter "Agreement") is hereby entered 
into by and between the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation 
(hereinafter "DNRC"), and the Montana Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association 
(hereinafter "MSPOA"). 

WHEREAS, DNRC is responsible for protecting the natural resources of the 
state, especially the natural resources owned by the state, from destruction by 
fire and carries out its wildland fire protection and/or suppression responsibilities 
in conjunction with local government, and state and federal agencies; and, 

WHEREAS, Wildland fires occur on intermingled ownerships or adjacent to each 
ownership and may represent a threat to another ownership; and,. 

WHEREAS, Sheriffs are the Constitutional and jurisdictional officials responsible 
for evacuation within a County; and, 

WHEREAS, evacuations are primarily carried out by the Sheriffs and their 
designees on both small a·nd large scale incidents, and are primarily carried out 
at his direction and authority; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties agree as follows: 

I. Purpose: The purpose of this Agreement is to facilitate assistance in prevention,
pre-suppression and control of wild land fire. This Agreement is ·to facilitate rapid
deployment of law enforcement strike teams, including a leader, to a major
wild land fire incident in the event of a need for large scale evacuation of the
public in situations in which a local jurisdiction is overwhelmed by events and
cannot effect the evacuation on that scale without reinforcement.

II. Authority:

1. Section 76-13-202, Montana Code Annotated. Authorizes DNRC to provide for forest
fire protection of any forest lands through the DNRC or by contract or any other feasible
means, in cooperation with any federal, state, or other recognized agency.

Ill. Terminology and Command Systems 

To establish a "common" understanding, words and phrases as used herein are defined 
in a Glossary attached as Appendix A 
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