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EAB OPTIONS  
• What to do???? 

– Nothing.  Let nature take it’s course. 
• Liability.  

– “Chicago Actress Dies After Being Hit by Falling Tree” -NBC 
Chicago 9/6/2014. 

• $$$$ removal of dead trees. 
– Remove and replace. 

• $$$$$$. 
– Sustained insecticide treatments once EAB is detected. 

• $$$$$$.  Forever?  Which trees? 
– Integrated plan including all of the above. 

• $$$$$$. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



NO TREATMENTS ARE RECOMMENDED UNTIL EAB 
IS CONFIRMED WITHIN 10-15 MILES OF YOUR TREE 



DO NOTHING 



Detection 



= EAB impacts are about $500 per tree 
on average depending on removal, 
replacement, treatment, liability, etc.   

FIRST STEP TO 
SOMETHING: URBAN 
TREE INVENTORY 





Denver metro area (including Boulder) has ~1.5 million ash trees.  The city has 
estimated it would cost over a $1 billion to remove and replace all of the ash trees 
in Denver.  Only 20% of the trees in Denver are ash. 
 
Helena, Great Falls, or Bozeman may have the highest percentage of green ash 
of any city in the United States? 
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• Total Canopy Replacement 
– There are an estimated 210,000 Ash trees on both private and public property 

in the City of Minneapolis (38,000 boulevard trees). 
– “All ash trees will become infested with EAB and eventually die.” 
– “Proactively removing trees before they die reduces the risk of damage and 

injury caused by limbs falling from dead and dying ash trees.” 
– The ash canopy replacement plan is funded through an annual $1.2 million levy 

that was first passed in 2013.  This levy needs to be passed annually to fund 
the eight year plan. 

– Forestry crews anticipate replacing 5,000 ash trees each year for eight years. 
– While the MPRB is not using chemical treatments on ash trees, residents may 

treat non-symptomatic boulevard ash trees with insecticide at their own 
expense.   All ash treatments must be applied by a licensed and permitted tree 
care company.   
 

• The research suggests that they will be able to “keep up” with removals for 2-3 
years, but by year 5 most of the trees will be dead and the “death curve” will 
catch up with the removal plan. 

THE MINNEAPOLIS PLAN: REMOVE AND REPLACE 
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NO TREATMENTS ARE RECOMMENDED UNTIL EAB 
IS CONFIRMED WITHIN 10-15 MILES OF YOUR TREE 



Milwaukee Wisconsin Plan 



Milwaukee Wisconsin Plan 

* Manage the “Death Curve” 

* Can do in Montana Today!! 



SELECT ONLY HEALTHY TREES IN APPROPRIATE 
GROWING SITES FOR TREATMENT 

• Less than 30-50% dieback 
• Power lines  
• Male only? 
• “High Value” only? 

 
 

• Its likely that based on any previously 
established guidance or planting 
recommendation, 30-50% of the urban ash 
trees in Montana should be pre-emptively 
removed today! 







PROTECT HEALTHY TREES 

• Trunk Injection (Professional 
applicator) 

• Soil Injection (Professional 
applicator) 

• Systemic bark spray 
(Professional applicator) 

• Foliage cover sprays 
(Professional applicator) 

• Soil Drench (Professional 
applicator and homeowner) 

• Granules (homeowner) 
 
 



Provides at least 2 
years of control.  
Has been tested 
and proven 
effective on trees 
up to 47” DBH. 

One year protection.  
Spring better than 
fall, only tested on 
trees less than 22” 
DBH. 

Target adult feeding 
prior to egg laying. 



Montana Environmental 
Protection Act (MEPA) and Article 
II of the Montana constitution “the 
right to a clean and healthful 
environment”. 
 
Do your actions require MEPA 
review? 



“Emerald ash borer treatments costing less, working better”- 
Minneapolis Star Tribune 8/8/2013 
• TREE-äge= $10-15 per DBH inch.  18” DBH tree would cost $180 - $270 per two year 

treatment. 
• Homeowner imidacloprid (Bayer Advanced )= 1 oz per inch of tree diameter = $50-$175 

for product. 
 
“There is no reason for a landscape ash tree to die from emerald ash borer anymore.” 
Deborah McCullough,  Michigan State University 
 
“The treatment is so effective and so much cheaper than removal and replacement that I 
can’t get a single elected official to weigh in on the side of removing healthy trees because 
we don’t have to, and that is never popular with the public.” Milwaukee, City Forester 
 
“Minneapolis — which is steering clear of pesticides because residents have reservations 
about their safety — is unlikely to be swayed by it, said Ralph Sievert, director of forestry 
for the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

TREATMENT COSTS: IT DEPENDS 





TO TREAT OR NOT TO TREAT? 





GREAT FALLS STREET TREE LIST 

1) plant no more than 10% of 
any species,  

2) no more than 20% of any 
genus, and  

3) no more than 30% of any 
family 



ANY QUESTIONS OR 
DISCUSSION? 

Ian Foley, Montana Department of Agriculture 
406-444-9454 
ifoley@mt.gov 
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