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· Fort Peck- Dry Prairie –The Fort Peck Tribes and Dry Prairie have recently had a training session from Kristi Kline from Montana Rural Water Systems for emergency response.  The training went very well, and the training will also be made available to operators and officials from sequential systems both on and off the Reservation.
*Plans for installation of the necessary structures at the WTP to remove fine-grained sediments from the raw water before it enters the plant are proceeding, with Reclamation taking the lead in the review process.
*The Frazer-to-Porcupine Creek main pipe segment under construction by Macon Construction is scheduled to conclude early in 2016. Work on the segment is approximately 98% complete. When there is electrical power to the Porcupine Creek metering pit, the pipeline will be ready to operate.  The lines within the community of Frazer need to be flushed, which their O&M staff is reluctant to do during the wintertime.
*Work on construction of branch service mains between Poplar and Wolf Point, which began last spring, is complete between the WTP and Poplar. Service connections have also been installed, with a total of 180 done. Branch line work between the WTP and Wolf Point has also been under way.  There are over 400 service connections reported in this segment.
*Bids were opened in September for installation of service line mains between Poplar and Fort Kipp.
*Plans for the next major on-Reservation infrastructure include the mainline north from a point east of Poplar to the north Reservation boundary. That phase is under development, and will likely be bid in 2016, provided that sufficient funds are appropriated by Congress.
Dry Prairie -- With the successful process conversion at the regional WTP allowing push of chloraminated water to users both on- and off-Reservation, Dry Prairie began receiving chloraminated water mid-July, gradually replacing chlorinated water service both to towns and rural customers.  Disinfection by-product levels are down, markedly. A second quarter of DBP sampling indicates even lower levels than the previous quarter.
*Construction on the short pipeline segment between Porcupine Creek and the Town of Nashua was bid and awarded in September. Contract period was 90 days.  That segment was recently completed by the contractor, with only minor delays due to addition of several service connections north of US Hwy 2. At the December 3rd Board meeting, substantial completion was accepted by the Dry Prairie Board.
*There will be a DNRC TSRWS construction grant and a Drinking Water SRF (DW-SRF) loan in the near future in the project, which will supplement Federal project funds, for the construction of the Valley County Area “B” segment which will serve homes west-northwest of Glasgow. Macon, the successful bidder for that project, began work the week of Thanksgiving.  Completion date for that project segment is during Fall 2016

· Rocky Boy’s-North Central:   North Central Montana Authority – Construction on the Shelby-to-Cut Bank project segment was begun in September. Easements and rights-of-way for the construction corridor were still being negotiated well into August, and those are now complete. DNRC has included language in the construction grant for the segment which required that all easements would be in place before any grant funds could be disbursed on this project segment. The Authority was also required to certify to the State that this process was complete, prior to submitting construction invoices for reimbursement. The pipeline construction contract work has proceeded this fall, with work from Cut Bank eastward ongoing to date.  Winter shutdown will occur before Christmas, after the contractor has completed pipe installation to the location of the Ethridge Booster Pump Station (BPS). All horizontal boring from Shelby to Cut Bank is also complete.  The successful bidder for the Cut Bank standpipe and Ethridge BPS will begin work in spring.

· Dry-Redwater:  In June a bill for Federal authorization of both the Musselshell-Judith regional project and Dry-Redwater regional project was introduced by Senator Daines, with support from Senator Tester.  There was a hearing on June 18th before the Water and Power Sub-committee of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.  Recent news on this bill (S. 1552), is that there are efforts to attach it to drought relief legislation. Representative Zinke recently introduced a companion bill in the House.
*The Sidney South project provides water supply and limited sewer service to properties south of Sidney.  DRWA owns and operates the water and sewer mains outside of the Sidney city limits. Water from City of Sidney is pumped to commercial lots and residential subdivisions south and southwest of town. Sewage collection for a limited number of lots is through sewer mains running to Sidney’s wastewater treatment facilities.  Further water extensions are planned by the Authority, including to an area known as East Yellowstone (including the MDU facility), as well as Sidney Circle subdivision, with financial assistance from Richland County for engineering services. A uniform application for Treasure State Regional Water System (TSRWS) grant funds and a Drinking Water-SRF loan is currently under review by DNRC and DEQ.

· Central Montana (Musselshell-Judith project):   As earlier reported, the draft Feasibility Study Report submitted to the Bureau of Reclamation in 2013 reached the end of an historic review period earlier in 2015. The Benefit-to-Cost ratio exceeds 1.0, and the Authority has been notified that its study complies with the provisions of the Rural Water Supply Act of 2006 and rules adopted relating to same. As noted, the Authority has been included in the federal authorization bill introduced by Senators Daines and Tester, and by Representative Zinke in the companion bill in the House. 
*The 2015 Legislature authorized TSRWS funding of a ground water monitoring project in the Judith Basin by the Authority, based on an RDGP grant application.  A grant agreement is now in place. The monitoring project will begin in 2016, and will run for 3 years.

