
What Does Sage Grouse Have to 
do with Infrastructure Planning?





SAGE GROUSE
TIMELINE

• 1965-2005: Population 
declines throughout 
the west

• 2005:  FWP Plan

• 2010: USFWS -
“Listing warranted but 
precluded”

• 2011: USFWS had to 
decide by Sept. 2015 Photo: Joel Maes



SAGE GROUSE
TIMELINE• 2013: MT Advisory Council

• 2014: Exec. Order 10-2014

• 2015: Conservation Strategy
– Executive Order 12-2015
– Montana Legislature

• Sage Grouse Stewardship Act

• 2015: USFWS
– “listing not warranted”
– state commitments
– status review in five years

Photo: Joel Maes



CONSERVATION CONCERNS

Habitat Loss, Fragmentation, Invasive Species

Lack of Regulatory Mechanisms to Address Threats



MONTANA’S CONSERVATION STRATEGY GOAL:

 Maintain viable sage grouse populations and 
conserve habitat; and

 Maintain flexibility to manage our own lands, 
our wildlife, and our economy.

(fulfill commitments so ESA listing never warranted)

Photos: Joel Maes
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Program 
Information 
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MONTANA’S CONSERVATION STRATEGY
AND

REGULATORY MECHANISMS

1. Executive Order 12-2015
2. Sage Grouse Stewardship  Act, 2015
3. Private Land Stewardship

Photo: Lorelle Berkley



GOALS:
Maintain viable sage 

grouse populations and 
conserve habitat

Maintain flexibility to 
manage our own lands, 

our wildlife, and our 
economy

Executive Order
12-2015

Private Land 
Stewardship

Sage Grouse 
Stewardship 

Act:
Grant Fund
Mitigation

Mitigation
Market
Place



MONTANA’S CONSERVATION STRATEGY

1. Executive Order 12-2015
o Mirrors Wyoming

o Establishes State Program

o Establishes Oversight Team (MSGOT)

o Designates key habitat areas
• “core areas” strategy

o Consultation
• permitted activities
• grant programs
• technical assistance
• guide activities in designated habitats to achieve goal

o consult, not regulate
o mitigate:  avoid, minimize, reclaim, replace or compensate

Photo: Joel Maes



Areas of Focus for Sage Grouse Conservation 
• Executive Order 12-2015 • Sage Grouse Stewardship Act  

Does it Apply to me?   



Consultation Process



Executive Order 
Consultation

• Does the EO apply?
o Where is the project?

• Activity within EO Habitat

o Does it require a state permit, 
involve a state grant, require 
technical assistance or a state 
authorization?

• Is the activity exempted?
o Executive Order 12-2015, Att. F

• e.g. certain agricultural 
activities  (see list)

• County activities

o MSGOT
• All activities within 

incorporated municipal 
boundaries

• Certain DEQ permits
• Certain DLI permits and 

licenses

Photo: Richard Prodgers



Project Information 
• In/Out 
• Start Review Process 
• Quick Start Guide 
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Is Consultation Necessary?  
(“In” or “Out”) 

You do not need to log in to view this map



Zoom in (+) or Zoom out (-) 





If project is within Sage-grouse Habitat 
Create a Secure ePass Account on the  

Montana.gov website 
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Read Instructions & Quick Start Guide 
 Work Through Steps 1-6 



Sage Grouse Program’s Consistency 
Review

• Review Project Proposal
– Does the Executive Order apply?
– Activity? 
– New surface disturbance or activity?
– Where?
– When would it occur?

• If General or Connectivity Habitat  
– Executive Order 
– General Guidelines

• Industry Specific Stipulations

• If Core Habitat
– Executive Order 
– General Guidelines

• Industry Specific Stipulations
– Density Disturbance Calculation Tool

• Is mitigation required?
•

Coordinate with other 
Agencies:    
• BLM
• USFS
• DNRC State Trust Lands
• NRCS
• MT Board of Oil & Gas
• State agencies



  Example Project 



Fiber Optic Cable Project

  Project Area 
  General Habitat Area 
  Core Area 
  Active Sage Grouse Lek - 2 mile buffer  
  No Surface Occupancy 0.6 mile buffer 



Consultation
Tips and Hints 

• Use the sandbox to plan 
the project prior to 
submitting

• Interagency pre-meetings 
helpful

o exchange information
o identify issues, concerns early
o multiple resources involved
o “one-stop shop”

• Provide complete 
information

o development footprint
o other cooperating entities

• Allow sufficient time, but 
don’t speculate

Photo: Richard Prodgers



 “All Hands, All Lands, All Threats”
 work collaboratively across all lands 
 develop where least impacts

 Keep working landscapes working

 Respect private property rights, valid rights, 
existing uses

 Be proactive
 base decisions and policies in science

     SHARED GOAL:  NO NEED TO LIST IN THE FUTURE

MONTANA’S GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Photo: Joel Maes 



USFWS 
 2020  

Status Review 
1. How are 

the birds 
doing? 
 

2. What 
happened 
to the 
land? 
 

Photo: Joel Maes  

 



https://sagegrouse.mt.gov

Questions? 

Photo: Joel Maes 

Carolyn Sime
csime2@mt.gov
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