
 
W2ASACT FUNDING WORKSHOP 

Spring 2015 
 Planning an Infrastructure Project 

(in 20 minutes!) 

 

Assemble Team 

Assemble Data 

Assemble Application 



“If you fail to plan….you plan to fail” 

PLANNING GRANTS  are essential to… 

 

Hiring professionals (attorney; engineer; financial; planner; 
geotech; sewer video company, etc.) necessary to complete: 

- Audit 

- PER / ER 

- Bonds 

- Legal 

- Data 

 

 BUT – What can you do for FREE??? 



 
 

Planning a community can do to supplement the 
work of hired professionals 

(What can you do for FREE?!) 
  

Montana Rural Water Systems (MRWS) 
http://www.mrws.org/ 

Midwest Assistance Program (MAP) 
http://www.map-inc.org/ 

Montana Department of Commerce Community Technical Assistance Program 
(CTAP) 

http://comdev.mt/CTAP/default.mcpx 
 
YOUR TOWN 
Technical: Public Works Director & Operations Staff 
Financial: Clerk, Treasurer, City Council, PWD 
Logistics: All staff 
 
See handout with some ideas… 
 



PLANNING GRANTS  
Assemble Team 
Assemble Data 

Assemble Application 

 
 • Montana DNRC RRGL (406/444-6839) 

• Montana DoC TSEP (406/841-2770) 

• Montana DoC CDBG (406/841-2770) 

• USDA Rural Development (406/585-2529) 

• Others? 



USDA Rural Development Planning 
Grants 

Scope – All planning including studies, data collection and professional 
services to complete Preliminary Engineering and Environmental 
Reports to develop “a complete application for a proposed project”. 
 
Eligibility - Public bodies that serve a rural area & lack resources to pay 
for necessary planning. 
   SEARCH  Pre-Development (PPG) 

Pop  2500  10,000 
MHI  $38,205 $38,205 
Match  0%  25% 
Max     $30,000 $30,000  

- 



USDA Rural Development 
Planning Grants  

Availability – $144,000 for 2015 (3-6 grants) 

 

Contacts  - 

Rural Development Area Specialists 

Great Falls. Randy Roberts 406/727-7580, ext. 134 

Missoula-Kalispell. Dan Johnson 406/829-3395, ext. 108 

Billings. Eleanor Kindness 406/657-6297, ext. 125 

Bozeman-Helena. Conor O’Keefe 406/585-2534 

 

 



Montana Department of Natural 
Resources & Conservation  

RRGL Planning Grants 
 
Scope –  
• Preliminary Engineering/Technical Investigation and Feasibility Study Grants- up to $15,000 

 
• Administrative Grants- up to $5,000 

 
• Watershed Grants- up to $75,000 

 

Eligibility –  
• Eligible applicants include any division of state government, tribal government, or other county, city, or local 

political subdivision, including:  cities, towns, counties, conservation districts, water and sewer districts, school 
districts, irrigation districts, joint boards of control, state agencies and universities. 

Availability – 
• For the 2014-2015 Biennium, DNRC received $1,062, 000 in planning grant money.  Funding is still available  on a 

limited basis.  We expect to receive $700,000 in funding from the 2015 Legislature, which will be available  on July 
1, 2015. 

 

Contact – Pam Smith- 444-6839 or Bob Fischer- 444-6688 



Pathway to Grant Funding 
Opportunities 

 

Community Development Division 



 Services focused on providing education and assistance 
 
 Staff includes:  AICP certified planner, land use attorney, 

two planning specialists, two professional engineers 
 
 Expertise includes: 

• Long range community planning  
• Subdivision regulations & review 
• Zoning regulations & administration 
• Drinking water & wastewater treatment systems 
• Transportation: bridges-streets/roads, multi-modal 
• Storm-water management 
• Planning best-practices and tools of the trade 
• Exemption review & certificates of survey 

 
 

COMMUNITY TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
(CTAP) 



COMMUNITY TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
(CTAP) 

How we can help: 
 Direct assistance via phone, email & in person 
 Review of and guidance on draft engineering, planning 

and regulatory documents 
 Advice about navigating ARMs and statutes 
 Creation of model documents and planning resource 

publications for use state-wide  
 On-site training workshops….we will come to you! 
 Resource library 
 GIS mapping 
 And more! 

 
 
 



PLANNING GRANTS - CDBG 

– Growth Policies  
– Comprehensive Capital Improvements 

Plans 
– Housing Plans & market studies 
– Historic and Architectural Preservation 

Plans & Studies  
– Downtown Revitalization Plans & 

Studies 
– Preliminary Engineering Reports 

(PER) 
– Preliminary Architectural Reports 

(PAR) 
– Preparation of grant applications for 

CDBG Housing/Public Facility projects 
– ADA Plans and more… 

 

Anticipated Deadline: 
Spring/Summer 2015 

Application Cycle: 
Currently Non-competitive; 
awards made until all funds 
are obligated  

Match: 1:3 

Ceiling:  $30,000 
 

Types Specifics 



PLANNING GRANTS - TSEP 

– Capital Improvements 
Plans 
 

– Preliminary Engineering 
Reports (PER) 
 

– Other related planning 
projects,  with prior 
approval from MDOC CDD 
staff 

 

Deadline:  
Start receiving applications 
Spring 2015 

Application Cycle:  
Non-competitive; awards made 
until all funds are obligated 

Match: 1:1  

Ceiling:  $15,000 

 

Types Specifics 



PLANNING GRANTS – QUALITY SCHOOLS 

 School Facility Master Planning 
 Facility Conditional Assessments 

(FCI) 
 Energy Audits 
 Preliminary Architectural Reports 
 Preliminary Engineering Reports 
 Assistance to prepare a Quality 

Schools Grant Application 
 Other related planning projects, 

with prior approval from MDOC 
CDD staff 

Deadline:  Start receiving 
applications Summer 2015 
 
 

Application Cycle: 
Competitive 

Match:  1:4  

Ceiling:  $25,000 
 

Types Specifics 



PLANNING tips 

Figure out what is needed and what is necessary. 
Who can do what? Do what you can for free! 
Take the time to hire the right professionals with 
the necessary technical and project experience to 
fit your project.  
Get to know and communicate with potential 
funders. 
Keep an eye on the timeline. 
Drive the bus! 



W2ASACT 
http://dnrc.mt.gov/cardd/ResourceDevelopment/wasact/Default.asp 
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