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FISCAL IMPACTS AND COAL FOR POWER



MONTANA COAL MINES AND COAL-FIRED POWER 
PLANTS
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COLSTRIP OWNERSHIP
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Estimated Tax Impacts   

Colstrip 1 and 2 Closure

LEGISLATIVE FISCAL DIVISION
JUNE 2016 ESTIMATES        



PLANTS

Taxes Paid by Coal Mines and Coal-Fired Power Plants in Montana

Tax Coal Total (FY 2016) Distribution % of Total Attributed to Coal

Coal Severance Tax $60,359,000 (See Attached) 100% (See Attached)
Federal Mineral Royalties $20,889,000 75% general fund

25% local governments
74%

Coal Gross Proceeds Tax $20,757,000 Proportionally to appropriate 
tax jurisdiction

100%

Resource Indemnity Trust 
and Ground Water 
Assessment Tax

$1,796,000 Net earnings and receipts 
appropriated by the 
legislature, provided that the 
fund balance is not less than 
$100 million. (See attached)

77%

Electrical Energy 
Producer’s License Tax

$2,620,000 General fund 61%

Wholesale Energy 
Generation Tax

$1,780,000 General fund 52%

Property Tax $316,000,000*

$5,000,000 (mines)

Proportionally to appropriate 
tax jurisdiction

20%

Total $424.2 million

Less Coal-Fired Generation  
Property Tax: 

$113.2 million
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Colstrip Taxes Paid Related to Property Taxes and Totals



COLSTRIP TRANSMISSION OWNERSHIP

Colstrip Project Transmission Owners
Ownership Rights (MW)

Colstrip to Broadview Broadview to Townsend

NorthWestern Energy 822.8 468.5

Puget Sound Energy 746.0 758.6

Portland General Electric 307.2 312.4

Avista Corp 230.4 234.3

PacifiCorp 153.6 156.2

2200 MW Path 8 Rating
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PROPERTY OWNERS BY TAXABLE VALUE
BROADWATER AND MEAGHER COUNTY EXAMPLES

Source: DOR

Source: DOR

Broadwater County

Meagher County



50%

25%

25%

Montana Coal Distribution

U.S. Power Plants (Outside
Montana)
Colstrip Generating Station

Brokers/Traders -- Exports



SHERBURNE COUNTY – ABSALOKA MINE
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