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<File A>

Renee Nelson (RN): This is Renee Nelson. I am the administrator at the Wibaux Conservation District and I am here day with Verna Sokoloski, at her home in Wibaux, Montana. Today is Monday, May 11, 2015. This history is being recorded on behalf of the oral history project From the Ground Up: Montana Women and Agriculture that was sponsored by the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. So Verna, can you tell me when you were born?

Verna Sokoloski (VS): I was born December 9, 1914.

RN: Okay. And where were you born?

VS: Right in Wibaux County.

RN: Probably at your home, right?

VS: I think so.

RN: Tell me about your childhood.

VS: Well, I know that we all had to work. We couldn’t sit. But we didn’t think anything of it because that’s just the way it was.

RN: Okay, what is your ethnic background?

VS: Polish.

RN: Both of your parents were Polish?

VS: Yes they were.

RN: Okay, and your mother’s name was Veronica  Efla-Marciniak and your father’s name was John <last name unclear> and they were both Polish. We had a lot of Polish immigrants that settled in Wibaux County. Okay Verna, can you tell me a little bit about your parents?

VS: Well they worked hard and they farmed. I know that we just raised everything for our food and milked cows and raised a garden, and work, work, work.

RN: Did your father plant crops too?

VS: Oh yes.

RN: Did he have livestock that he raised?

VS: Yeah, we had cattle and he planted wheat, barley and oats, and made hay to feed the cattle. 

RN: Can you tell me anything about your grandparents?

VS: I don’t know too much about them because they were quite a bit older again. They used to visit this little place in St. Phillips when they used to live there. 

RN: Okay. Tell me about your siblings. Your sisters and brothers.

VS: Well...

RN: You came from a very large family.

VS: There was six of us. Helen, Sophie, Pauline, Theresa, I (Verna) and I and Edvigen.

RN: Okay, all girls.

VS: All girls, and Helen was the oldest.

RN: What was it like growing up with five sisters?

VS: You know, we just, I can’t say what we really did too much because we never went anyplace and we never really went to no movies. But the main thing was just to keep going and working in the garden and all that.

RN: Do you have some fond memories?

VS: I really don’t know.

RN: Okay. Was there anything in your early years that impacted your life?

VS: Well we never went very much, but then Uncle Tony would come down sometimes and then Frances and I, my cousin Frances and I went with them. That’s when my dad run for county commissioner and then we’d go to these dances. Frances and I went along at night.

RN: Tell me about your parents. 

VS: Well I know they used to have little house gatherings, my folks. They’d have different neighbors come down and then my dad used to play the concertina.

RN: Oh, is that like an accordion?

VS: Yes, he used to play that. And then he’d have these couples come down, there’d be Wickas’ and I don’t know what couples. But anyway they would put everything to the side and they’d dance. They’d chase us kids upstairs. That’s where we’d stayed when they were dancing down below. And so they had their little parties, house parties. 

RN: Tell me about your mother.

VS: Well I didn’t know my mother because I was four when we died. But my stepmother, that would be natural that she’d be more for hers than to us, but still she was a good mother.

RN: And what did she die from?

VS: Sugar diabetes. And then she was pregnant.

RN: Oh, that is your stepmother or your mother?

VS: Stepmother.

RN: Okay. What did your real mother die from?

VS: From the flu.

RN: The flu epidemic? Okay. And you were four years old when she died?

VS: Yes.

RN: And then when your father married his second wife, she was a relative of your mother wasn’t she?

VS: A sister.

RN: Okay. So your stepmother was actually your aunt because she was a sister to your real mother. 

VS: Yes.

RN: Okay. So then, when your stepmother came into the family were there more children added to the family?

VS: Oh there was seven more I believe.

RN: And what were their names.

VS: Let’s see. There was Johnny, Elizabeth, Anna, Marian, Rosie and Raymond. And then I think she died being pregnant too, so.

RN: Or the stepmother died. 

VS: No <unclear> 

RN: Okay, so how old were you when your stepmother died?

VS: About 18.

RN: Oh my. So you were 18 years old and you had a lot of younger brothers and sisters at home, right?

VS: Yeah, Johnny was the oldest one from the second family, he was five years younger than I. I was five years older than he was, Johnny. So he was 12. That’s what Jean was telling me the other day. He was 12 when my stepmother died, yes.

RN: Okay. Where did you go to grade school? 

VS: I went to South Center, out in the country.

RN: Okay, and how did you get to school?

VS: We walked. Most of the time we walked. Except in the wintertime. Dad would take us in the sled when there was a lot of snow.

RN: With the horse and buggy?

VS: Uh-huh. 

RN: How long did you go to grade school?

VS: Well, eight years.

RN: Do you have any fond memories from grade school days?

VS: I don’t know.

RN: Were there a lot of children in the country school.

VS: There was quite a few children at that time. I think 20 or maybe even more.

RN: Did you only have one teacher or did you have more than one teacher?

VS: One. 

RN: Did she stay at the school?

VS: Yes she did. 

<interruption>

VS: Elizabeth Ponke our cousin you know, her mother was an Efta too, and she stayed with us while she taught there. And then the other teachers they stayed in the school. 

RN: Did all of your siblings go to grade school?

VS: Yeah.

RN: So your parents thought it was important that the kids get an education?

VS: Oh yeah. And when we started school, we couldn’t talk English, just Polish. Then we learned it in school, English. That’s when we learned how to talk English, we didn’t want to talk Polish at home. 

RN: Did your parent speak English? Did they know how to speak English?

VS: They did but they wanted to speak Polish. And finally they go to the and start talking English with us you know. But they’d get after us if we wasn’t going to. After we came home from school they wanted us to talk Polish but after we learned English we didn’t want to talk Polish. Now I wished I would of kept it up. 

RN: You can probably still can speak Polish.

VS: I can understand Polish but it’s kind of hard to speak it. I think that’s the hardest language there is, is to speak Polish. It is.

RN: Very complicated language. Yes, I can remember when I was a little girl how my mom and my grandma would get together, and if they didn’t want me to hear something, know something, they would speak in Polish. And I always wished that I could speak Polish or at least understand it. Okay, tell me why you did not go to high school.

VS: Because my stepmother needed me at home to take care of the younger kids. 

RN: So you had to stay home. Did any of your other sisters have to stay home?

VS: No. I was the only one that really had to. But Anna wasn’t interested in going to high school, so she never did go. But Johnny and Elizabeth and Marian, they went to high school, even to Miles City to Catholic school. Rosie went to Great Falls. So they kind of all went, but I didn’t. I had to, I didn’t think I was ever going to get out of home. That’s a fact.

RN: So when did you get out of home? What did you do when you finally left home?

VS: Well I left home and I started working at the Palace, or at the café here in Wibaux. And then from there I went to Beach and worked at the Cozy Café. That was the Cozy Café, this was the Palace or whatever. Not Palace but, Sutherlands they used to call it. It was on the other side of the street. And so I was here and there and all over. I cooked for the priests for about a couple of months and that was enough, just before we were married. And then finally I got married.

RN: And when did you get married?

VS: October 10, 1940. 

RN: So you were 26 years old.

VS: Yeah, I was.

RN: How did you meet your husband? Your husband is Stanley Sokoloski. How did you meet him?

VS: Well at the time I was staying with Pauline and Stanley out in the country. I think Pauline had a baby or something, so she needed a little help. So anyway, I was there. And then Stanley Dobrowski, like Saturday night they used to take the cream in so that it’d get on the train the next day, the milk and the cream. So I asked him, “Can I catch a ride to Carlyle with you?” He says, “Yeah.” And I says, “Okay.” Then I got ready and I went with him to Carlyle and then I said to him, “You don’t have to wait for me. I’ll catch a ride home.” Cause he was, I don’t know, I never cared for Stanley so much. And anyway, I said, “You can just go home.” So I didn’t know how I was going to get back to Dobrowski’s but I figured there’s enough guys there that I can ask.
	So there was this Zabrocki, Harry I think his name was. He was a really nice guy you know. So I asked him if I could catch a ride down to Dobrowskis after the dance, if he knew where it was. And he said, “Oh yeah, I know where that is.” And he says, “Yeah, I’ll take you home.” 
	But it was at that dance that Stanley asked me for a date. So he asked me for a date and I says, “Sure.” So the next weekend I had a date with him. So he asked me for a date in Carlyle.

RN: At the dance.

VS: At the dance, yeah.

RN: How long did you date before you got married?

VS: Thirteen months. From September till October the next year.

RN: And were you staying with your sister the whole time, or did you...
VS: Oh I was working here and there. In Beach and..

RN: Did you have a car or how did you get to these different places?

VS: I didn’t. Well I don’t know how I got to Beach. I think my brother Johnny took me there or something.

RN: Well it wasn’t common for young ladies to have their own cars.

VS: Not then, no.

RN: Where did you and Stanley get married?

VS: At St. Phillips Church.

RN: Did you have a big wedding?

VS: Not too many. There was just a few. Helen made the wedding dinner down to my dad’s place. And I remember she made pies and she fried a bunch of chicken. You know we had a lot of chickens. And we just had in the dining room the table full. We had Uncle Tony’s, of course, they were their best friends. And then we had Nunbergs. And that was their best friends off of Stanley’s side, Nunbergs. So we had Nunbergs, we had Uncle Tony’s and then our kids and I guess that’s who we had. We didn’t have too many.

RN: Did Stanly come from a big family?

VS: Ten.

RN: Ten, oh my. They had big families then.

VS: Nine boys and one girl.

RN: Oh really.

VS: Marcella’s still in Seattle.

RN: She’s still alive. Is she the last one alive in that family?

VS: No there’s Joe in Circle. Stanley’s brother Joe. And he’s got leukemia but he’s been on medicine so he’s doing okay. But he’s been not well for a long time. 

RN: So after you and Stanley got married, where did you live then?

VS: Well, we stayed at Pat Sokoloski’s house, which was empty at that time. It’s just across the line, Montana-Dakota line. And I don’t know if you ever knew, they used to have dances there at Pat’s? Pat had these barn dances. Well anyway, Tony, that’s Stanley’s cousin, he lived there but he moved to the Ralph Samuels and he told us that we could live there. So we lived there about three years. And of course Stanley’s home place was just no good much of anything. And so we just had a little part of the old house that was on Stanley’s folks’ place till he moved the house from Beach, the one that’s there now. Now that house is falling apart because it’s been sitting there for 32 years. But that’s the way buildings get. And so. Yeah, started from scratch. I says, “We didn’t have much of anything when we got married, just each other.” That’s all we had. But I didn’t want to sit home all my life either. 

RN: Right. Tell me what a typical day was like in your life after you were married. Did you work outside the home after you got married?

VS: No. 

RN: You just stayed home.

VS: I just stayed home.

RN: That’s what most ladies did then.

VS: Yeah. And Stanley worked in the coal mine there, Shauer Coal Mine. It was just a little ways from where we lived, across the line. Well he just worked there not very long and then he started farming.

RN: Did they operate the coal mine every day or was it just a seasonal project?

VS: Every day they worked there. And they had these donkeys to pull the wagons from underneath, the carts.

RN: Oh. Did he have to go underground to mine?

VS: Yeah. That was a worry.

RN: Yes, I can imagine.

VS: He worked underground.

RN: Do you know how deep in the ground they went?

VS: Oh I don’t know, but you know this was, they went down and of course the top was all ground. Well you know, you would think sometimes that that could just cave down. It was a dangerous place to work. But he just, boy I’ll tell you, every night I was wondering if he was going to come home. 

RN: Well that would be a worry.

VS: Yeah it was. Finally he quit working there. 

RN: Okay. Tell me about your children. How many children do you have?

VS: Well I’ve got three, two boys and a girl.

RN: And their names are?

VS: Duane, Larry and Lynnette.  

RN: Okay. Duane was your first born, and what year was he born?

VS: Well let’s see, he’s 72. 

RN: Okay let’s figure it out. Was he born in 1943?

VS: Could have been. 

RN: Okay, and where does Duane live now?

VS: He lives in Seattle, Washington. It’s a suburb, right next to Seattle.

RN: Okay, then your second child was...

VS: Larry.

RN: And he was born five years later.

VS: Yeah, March 29th. 

RN: Of 1948 probably.

VS: Could have been.

RN: Yeah. And then your third child was your only daughter and her name is... 

VS: Lynnette.

RN: Yes. And Larry lives in Red Lodge?

VS: In, he don’t live in Red Lodge, he lives in, oh, on this side of Red Lodge. I forget just what the name is.

RN: And Larry and Duane are both retired, right? And you daughter Lynette lives in...

VS: Billings.

RN: And she is a...

VS: Registered nurse.

RN: Okay.

VS: She’s leaving this Friday. 

RN: Yes, she is. For a little trip.

VS: I hope that she gets back safe.

RN: What were your fondest memories about your early life after you were married?

VS: Oh we went out every Saturday night. We danced. We danced a lot. And Stanley was just really a good dancer. He wouldn’t dance with nobody else but me. And I got to dancing like he danced, so you know, and he was a real good dancer. So we danced a lot. And then when they had this the dancing contest at Jack’s Club, from all around, Dickinson, Baker, all around, they had this waltz contest. Stanley and I joined it, and we got first prize for dancing. 

RN: Wow, that’s great.

VS: Yeah. And I think we got $25. You know at that time it was pretty good. This was in the `50s. And so we got the first prize for dancing.

RN: So dancing was probably your main entertainment?

VS: Yeah. 

RN: Are there any significant events that impacted your life during this period?

VS: Well you know my sis did always say, “Oh yeah, <unclear> runs around every Saturday night.” They’d always be talking about it. They used to say, “She’s the wild one.”

RN: So you were the wild one.

VS: I was the wild one, yeah.

RN: Because you went dancing on Saturday.

VS: Because we went out Saturday night. Well Stanley worked hard all week and I did too, and so we’d go out on Saturday night. And everybody went out on Saturday night. It just seemed like all the people around St. Phillips went out. There was Leo Miske and Felix Miske and there’s the Joe Bruskis just the whole neighborhood would be out on Saturday night.

RN: Where did you typically go for your dances?

VS: Well, every bar had a dance. They don’t do that anymore, dance in bars. But we’d go to Stockman’s.

RN: So you typically came to Wibaux?

VS: Yes.

RN: Did you go to any barn dances that they had? Because I know that a lot of people had the big old barns and had the dance up in the hayloft.

VS: Well Nunbergs used to have dances. We used to go there. And then there was this Knudson place where Uncle Tony picked up Dad, and then there was Frances and I we went there one Saturday when my dad was running for commissioner. And ah, there was a few barn dances. There was Nunbergs and I remember we had a dance a couple of times in our barn, my dad’s barn. But it’s not there anymore, the wind twisted it and it’s out of there. But ah...

RN: Was it one of those great big barns?

VS: Yeah. Just like Nunbergs’ that’s still sitting up there. They used to have a lot of dances there.

RN: That’s what I’d heard. So tell me about when your dad ran for county commissioner. Were you still at home at that time?

VS: Oh yeah. I was at home. So was glad to go to these dances.

RN: Did your dad get elected when he ran?

VS: Yeah he did. 

RN: And he was in there for quite a few years wasn’t he?

VS: Yeah. They barely got a dollar a day. They didn’t get very much you know in those days. They get pretty good now because account of, I don’t know what it is.

RN: So when he got elected county commissioner, did he have to drive into town for the meetings every week?

VS: Yeah it was once a week or something like that. 

RN: Can you tell me anything about the Dust Bowl days? You would have been probably around 16 years old when the Dust Bowl started. 

VS: Well I believe, I mean I remember that they were very dry years, very dry. And that we couldn’t even make hay or there wasn’t hardly no crops. And they had to make hay out of thistles. And, it was on TV here not too, the other day about them making hay out of thistles and they was wondering how the cows could eat it. And they put molasses on the thistles and the straw, and then you better not be behind them.

RN: Because you would get squirted.

VS: Yeah. So that I remember, making hay out of thistles. Well they had to get something for the cows to eat. 

RN: What was your house like? Did you have any problem with dust blowing into your house through the windows or anything?

VS: Not really. 

RN: Did you do any, and I’m assuming that you were still raising a big garden...

VS: Yeah, we always raised a garden.

RN: Because you all did. Was there any problem with trying to water your garden?

VS: We’d bring water from the Beaver Creek and water a few things, or from the pump. We had a pump in the middle of the yard.

RN: And you put it in a bucket and carried it.

VS: Yeah, I carried a lot of water. 

RN: Was you family able to keep the farm and make a living, or did they have to move away?

VS: No, Dad kept the farm and as far I know it’s still there. 

RN: Yes it is. Do you know of anybody that did have to sell their place and move away during the Dust Bowl?

VS: I don’t know of anybody. 

RN: Do you remember anything about what the dust was like?

VS: I really don’t remember that stuff. I wished I would have kept a diary of things you know, what was happening, but it’s too late to start it now.

RN: Was there any relief from the dusty air when it came? Was there a lot of wind every day that came with it?

VS: I think we used to have a lot of wind with that dry air.

RN: Just dried everything.

VS: Yeah.

RN: What do you think kept you and your family going during the Dust Bowl?

VS: Well, we still tried to raise our gardens and milk cows and raised chickens. We raised our own food. That’s what kept us going I guess. 

RN: Now I know that you still put in a garden today and do a lot of canning. Who taught you to can your garden preserves?

VS: Well my mom, she used to can everything. I guess I got it from her. 

RN: Is there anything else you can think of that you would like to mention or say? Compare life today to what it was maybe 70 years ago when you were 30 years old?

VS: Oh yeah, it’s a lot of difference.

RN: What do you think is the single biggest change that you have seen in your life?

VS: Well I really, there’s a lot of change. The washer and dryer. We used to wash clothes on these Maytags and carry the water in and carry it out. Now we have washers and dryers. I used to hang clothes outdoors and then in the wintertime I used to hang clothes all over the house to dry. 

RN: When you were a young child, how did you heat your house, do you remember?

VS: Yeah, in big boilers on the stove. Coal stoves. Then from there you have to carry it and put it in the wash machine. Yeah, there is a lot of changes now. The dryer too. I didn’t have a dryer until we moved into Wibaux because I didn’t have a place for it in my little house. 

RN: How many years have you lived in Wibaux?

VS: Thirty-two.

RN: Thirty-two years.

VS: Yeah, Jean was talking about it the other day. She says, “I know how many years we’ve been here because we moved when Scott, I was pregnant with Scott and he’s 32 years old.” And I says, “Well it was the same year in October that we moved and you moved, the same month.” And it’s 32 years. It just don’t seem like it. 

RN: I know. Where does that time go? So you and Stanley moved into town 32 years ago but Stanley’s no longer with us. When did Stanley pass away?

VS: Oh, 21 years ago.

RN: So you’ve been living here in your own house by yourself in Wibaux for the last 21 years? That’s quite an accomplishment.

VS: Yes. That’s a long time.

RN: But you’re doing great, and you are still putting in a garden every year.

VS: I had somebody put it in you know and I can look at it. I says, I’ve got friends and neighbors that they can help me pick things off of it if there will be some stuff.

RN: Yeah, because I don’t know what you would do without your garden.

VS: Well at least you can look at it and get some vegetables out of there, which are always good. 

RN: Right, fresh vegetables. And you could watch it grow.

VS: Yeah. You know last weekend, Jean was here. There was five rabbits in the garden, five. And Jean was, she was just running, chasing them or whatever. They run away. Well yesterday when we were down to Jean’s for dinner, she invited us, me and Duane. And so then they were talking about these dumb old rabbits you know, because they like to start chewing on the cabbage and peas or whatever. And so Ted had this one gun, what do you call them now?

RN: A pellet gun.

VS: A pellet gun. So he gave it to Duane to, if he wants to shoot those rabbits you know. Because he said he’s going to. Because here just before noon there was two rabbits sitting there by the peas, and he says, “I think they’re going to be chewing on the peas.” So he comes in the house and he got two of them. Two rabbits. And Jean happened to be outside, and she said, “Did you get any?” And Duane says, “Yeah I got one.” She says, “Good.” Well then after that, he got another one. And those crazy rabbits are getting so thick around here, and they are going to chew everything on the garden.

RN: There are a lot of rabbits. You also have deer coming into your garden.

VS: Yes. That one year I had deer, they chewed all the tops of the carrots and then they started digging for the carrot. And so you know what are your going to do? So I had to put, I had some old drapes there and I put them on top of the beets, a couple of years ago they ate all of the tops of the beets. So I put these curtains on there for a couple of days and then they stayed away. So there’s too many animals.

RN: When you were a young girl and right when you were married, did your family hunt a lot of deer and wild game and eat that, or not?

VS: Stanley never cared for hunting so he never got too much of that. But when the boys got bigger you know they would hunt. Then we would get beef and some deer and make sausage out of it. We would get sausage.

RN: And I imagine you always had chickens didn’t you.

VS: Chickens, yeah. I started raising chickens too. And like my folks, they raised chickens and geese and ducks. But we always had chicken, every Sunday, every day almost you know. Butcher early in the morning and then you’d put them in cold water with ice, then by noon we could cook them up the same day. They were really cooled off good. And then we had these ice boxes where you’d put ice on the top and keep the milk and cream fresh. 

RN: Where did you get the ice for the ice boxes?

VS: Beaver Creek in the winter time. We had an ice house. Then you’d put that straw and then you’d put coal slack and then you’d put straw on top, then we’d get the chunks of ice out of there in the summertime. It’s surprising that it didn’t all melt. It kept it. And then we’d take the ice and put it on the wheelbarrow and drive it up to the pump, and then we’d pump water and wash the ice off real good. Then we’d use the ice.

RN: Then put it in the ice box?

VS: Yeah, ice on top, on the ice box. 

RN: Could you typically get enough ice stored up in the winter time to last you all summer?

VS: We did. We did. 

RN: Wow, that’s amazing.

VS: I think there’s still that ice house. It’s built into the hill there, on the south side of where the buildings where.

RN: Oh, over by your house out at the farm? Interesting! Next time I go by I’ll have to stop and look at it.

VS: Yeah. 

RN: Well you weren’t very close to the creek were you?

VS: Well you know when we had that flood, I don’t know when that flood was, it went as far as the middle of the yard, the water. It’s not too far, the buildings from the creek.

RN: How did you, I imagine that your dad chopped the ice blocks. How did he chop the ice?

VS: He used this big ice saw. I don’t know where all that stuff went to but anyways, a great big saw, you know. A saw. And in the winter then they would saw it and get the ice out of there and put it in the ice house.

RN: So getting ice in the winter time probably pretty labor intensive.

VS: Oh yeah. 

RN: Did he have you girls come down and help him carry the ice up?

VS: That I don’t remember.

RN: Because he didn’t have any boys yet, because you were from the first family.

VS: Yeah, I don’t know if they helped him with the ice but I know they helped him at threshing time and stuff. Helen and Pauline would have horses and a hay rack, and they would haul bundles to the thresh machine. They had to take the place of the guys I guess.

RN: Yes, because there were no brothers in your family yet at that point.

VS: And Theresa helped too. Sophie, now she worked more in the house. 

RN: What job did you have during threshing time?

VS: Cook.

RN: You were the cook.

VS: Oh yeah.

RN: Did you usually get a big crew in for threshing?

VS: Oh yeah the neighbors were there. 

<interruption>

RN: So on the threshing crew, there was a crew that just went around the neighborhood to everybody’s?

VS: They helped one another. I don’t know who had the thresh machine, if it was Uncle Tony’s or Uncle John’s. The neighbors would help one another, and then there would be a bunch of guys and they would sleep on the hayloft.

RN: Do you remember where they put the grain after they threshed it out.

VS: In the granaries.

RN: And then when they got ready to sell their grain, how did they get it into town? With horses and wagon, or?

VS: Dad had a truck as far as I know, an old truck.

RN: Do you remember what the first vehicle that your family got was?

VS: I think it was a Ford.

RN: Was it a car or a pickup?

VS: A car. 

RN: Did you learn to drive as a young girl.

VS: No, not till after I got married.

RN: Oh you didn’t drive until then.

VS: No, and then I drove a lot. Then I had to take kids to school every day, so I did drive a lot.

RN: And where did your kids go to school?

VS: To South Center, up by the highway.

RN: Oh a country school.

VS: Oh no, that was me that went to school there. My kids went to St. Philips.

RN: St. Phillips Country School.

VS: Yeah, it was right there where the church was. 

RN: Now, they could only go to country school through eighth grade, correct? And then where did they go to high school?

VS: Wibaux.

RN: Okay, so they all three graduated from Wibaux High School.

VS: Yeah they did.

RN: Okay. Any other memories you would like to mention?

VS: Well I can’t think of them.

RN: What was it like growing up with all your sisters?

VS: Well I guess we all had to work, we didn’t have much to do with one another. We didn’t.

RN: Did you have to share a bedroom and a bed?

VS: Oh yeah. We slept doubles. And we had three bedrooms upstairs and one downstairs. Two downstairs. 

RN: Did you have heat upstairs?

VS: No, we had feather ticks.

RN: They were wonderful, weren’t they?

VS: Yeah. 

RN: And did your mom or your stepmom make the feather ticks?

VS: Yeah, we raised a lot of geese. And then in the wintertime we would have to all sit down around by the table and strip feathers. You know how they do strip feathers? You know a feather, and this is the middle of the feather, then you have to strip em. And then we’d use those feathers for the pillows.

RN: Okay, so you take a feather and that center part you strip all the down off of that and throw the hard part away? Oh, I did not know that.

VS: Yeah. We used to sit till midnight and strip feathers. And then the down, you know the down, when you start cleaning a goose you know, why you get all the big feathers off and then you take the down off. And then that’s okay. So we had to strip feathers and strip feathers. So like I said, I don’t know if we had much time with each other, us kids, because we was always doing something. 

RN: You always had a project to do. Work.

VS: Yeah. So we had all those feathers to do in the wintertime. But even after I got married, I raised geese. But I didn’t strip them, I just cut the down off of them. 

RN: Did you make a feather tick?

VS: I did, a feather quilt. I made a kind of a quilt and then I made these pockets you know. I don’t know, they was like maybe six inches apart, and then I’d fill those pockets with the down. 

RN: How many geese did it take to make one? Alot?

VS: Quite a few, yeah. So then I wasn’t using it and I gave it to Kelly Lynnette’s daughter, and she’s got that feather quilt.

RN: And Kelly is your granddaughter. How many grandchildren do you have?

VS: Oh, about 14 or so. 

RN: And great-grandchildren, you have great-grandchildren too I’m sure.

VS: Oh grandchildren. I have only about six grand but these are the great-grands, their kids. Like Jason’s kids and Kelly’s kids. Now Kelly’s got four, Jason had three, so seven. And Duane, eight, nine, ten and eleven. I guess there’s about eleven of them.

RN: And Kelly, your granddaughter, is the mother of triplets. She had two boys and one girl. And how old are the triplets now?

VS: You know they’re going to be six years old the 23rd of this month. Five already, I mean six already. They’re gonna be in the first grade. 

RN: Did you have any twins in your family?

VS: Oh, I think through the Eftas there were. See, now Stanley Efta had twins and there was others. Let’s see. There was other twins. And I think through, on Dad’s side, one of his brothers, my dad’s brother had twins too. There’s more than one set of twins for Eftas. I can’t think of. Oh yeah, no that was Stanley Efta’s, one of them died. Richard a twin? No, Leo was a twin. So then Jean was telling me that Junior, I hear he got sick and I don’t know how come Ted got to go. He has, maybe Ron told them, to go to Beach to pick him up and take him to Baker. He got real sick. She said that it was something about his prostate. So he said he had to take him there and he didn’t get back till midnight from Baker, then he brought him back. Then they had to get up at 4 o’clock in the morning to go to work in Baker. And so, I didn’t know how come that they asked Ted to go and pick him up. But anyway, he wasn’t feeling good I guess. I don’t know how he’s doing.

RN: Hopefully he’s better now. 

VS: Yeah, it was his prostate or something.

RN: Okay, anything else you can think of you would like to tell us about your amazing life?

VS: Well, it wasn’t really that bad. But anyway, I know that there’s a lot of changes from the time we got married till now. And Duane keeps saying, “You need a dishwasher. You don’t know how handy it would be and how nice it would be if you had a dishwasher.” And I says, “After all these years, I don’t need a dishwasher.” And I said, “I don’t have no place to put it.” And I said, “Lynnette’s got a dishwasher and she very seldom uses it.” And so, she’s a little old-fashioned, just like I am. She likes to wash clothes and hang them outside too. And she said they smell so good. I don’t know. She still, and she, when she comes to Wibaux, she has some clothes, she brings them here, washes them and hangs them off the line.

RN: Because she learned that from you. 

VS: And so if I have any clothes, she washes them and hangs them out on the line. They smell so good. 

RN: Okay. You have one, you have one sister.

VS: Marian, and she’s in Dickinson.

RN: So Marian and yourself are the only two family members that are still...

VS: I haven’t heard how Marian is, but the last time I heard was that she couldn’t swallow like she should so they put a tube in her. But that was last fall already. I don’t know, I haven’t talked to Mary Ann Schillo

RN: But most of your sisters lived to be...

VS: In the 90s, yes they did.

RN: Yes, very much longevity in your family.

VS: Yeah.

RN: Well, I think we’ve done a good job for our interview today. And if you could think of anything else you want to mention?

VS: It’s kind of hard to think of something.

RN: You’ll think of it in the middle of the night.

VS: Yeah. 

RN: Okay, well I guess this will conclude our interview with Verna Sokoloski from Wibaux, Montana.

<File 2>

RN: This is Renee Nelson and I’m going to do Part 2 of my interview with Verna Sokoloski, of Wibaux, Montana. This is May 13, 2015. And this is a continuation of my interview with Verna. Verna, can you tell me what role that religion played in your life as a young child and then as you went on throughout your life?

[bookmark: _GoBack]VS: Well, I know that our parents were quite strict. And I don’t know, but my other sisters, if they had to kneel in front of my mother and say my prayers. I had to do that till I was about 13 years old. And they were very strict so. And after that, I guess I got a little stubborn, but I didn’t have to do it anymore. But I was old enough to know what I was doing you know. And I could pray by myself, I didn’t have to kneel in front of somebody. 

RN: Did you usually attend church services every week?

VS: Every Sunday. We all went. 

RN: And that was a must.

VS: Yes that was. And then, like in the wintertime, we had all our uncles, Uncle Tony and Uncle John and Uncle Joe, they’d come, there’d be so much snow that they’d come in sleds and horses Saturday evening down to our place and stay overnight. Then we’d all go to church in sleds and horses. Then Mom would have dinner for all of them. Every Sunday. And she’d have, most of the time she’d have chicken soup and homemade noodles. And so after they got through eating then they had to go back you know and go on their sleds. That was one thing, and we had to go cross-country to church.

RN: And where did you go to church?

VS: St. Phillips.

RN: And back then St. Phillips was a town and now it is just a church. The town is no more.

VS: Yes, but there still is the dance hall there.

RN: Yes, the dance hall at the church is still there at St. Phillips. And did you, do you want to tell about your first communion and confirmation?

VS: You know I don’t remember much about it, but I know that when we went to first holy communion we would get these little books and the rosary. But we didn’t do much in those days, you know, we just... And confirmation too. And the bishop would, did he slap you on your face or what?

RN: He didn’t slap me.

VS: Anyway. I was nine when I went to first holy communion and then I was 13 when I went to confirmation. And I don’t remember much about that, you know.

RN: Okay. Tell me about the chores that you had to do as a young child.

VS: Oh, we had a big coal stove in the living room and so we always had to bring in the wood and coal and leave it one the porch there. So every night I had to bring in coal and wood so we’d have plenty to keep the house warm. And I had to milk cows. One time I milked thirteen of them and then Johnny and I we had to separate it all and we fed all the milk to the pigs. And we raised a lot of chickens. We had chicken about every day. And it was good. And we raised geese. I know one year we had about fifty geese. And the feathers we keep them and Mom made pillows out of them. Feather pillows, yeah. So there was a lot of, we also had ducks once in awhile. Not too many.

RN: Tell me about herding the geese.

VS: Oh I had to herd the geese so they wouldn’t get into the wheat field or the oats field. And at one time they got in there and then when I come to the house I got a spank. 

RN: For letting the geese get in.

VS: So the geese got into the oats. But that was good. We sold some of the geese but we had goose every Thanksgiving and every Christmas, and whenever.

RN: Do you like goose?

VS: It was good, it was good. Yes. I prefer duck, there isn’t as much meat on em, but the goose is good too. 

RN: And you had an icebox in your house.

Tell me about that, how you gathered the ice for the icebox.

VS: Oh yeah, we had an icebox, and the top of it was were we put the ice. And then the bottom keeps everything cold, there’s a door there. And my dad used to cut ice on the Beaver Creek and then we had an ice house. And he put straw in there, he put, he’d cut ice in the Beaver Creek and drag it out of there and put it in the ice house and we put some coal slack over the ice and then straw on the top. And this ice would keep all summer. And then when we’d need it, we’d go there with a wheelbarrow and then we’d take it to the pump and pump water on it to clean it off. And then every Sunday, we made ice cream, homemade ice cream. With the cream from the cows and it was really good. I don’t know where the ice cream freezer is by now, probably isn’t around any more but, and we’d take turns turning it. Put ice and salt and ice and salt.

RN: And cream and sugar.

VS: I’m sure Uncle Tony said that too. And they was down to our place a lot. Back and forth, we’d visit there and Aunt Eda was such a good cook. She made the best bread. And potato salad. I remember she made potato salad and it was so good. 

RN: How far away did they live from you?

VS: Well, Tony lived where your son is living now. 

RN: Okay. So that was probably about 13 or 15 miles.

VS: From our place, uh-huh.

RN: Maybe not quite that far, maybe more like 10 miles. So they would come down on Sundays with their, all their family and... 

VS: And we’d have a lot of picnics too. Yeah, where they don’t have those picnics out under the trees and stuff. And we used to have a lot of picnics. There’d be a lot of kids when all the Eftas got together. You know that was quite a bunch. 

RN: Well then you got to play with all you cousins. 

VS: Yeah.

RN: Did you go ice-skating on the creek?

VS: Yeah we did kind of go skating, but we didn’t have skates. We just skated with our shoes. And then I used to ride a saddle horse a lot and herd cattle. You know, it’s funny, I never took pictures of me and my horse. 

RN: You should have.

VS: And I didn’t. I wished that I would have cause later on I did get a camera before I was married. 

RN: Tell me about your early married life. 

VS: Oh we didn’t have much when we got married, we just had each other. But Stanley worked out and later on he got a carpenter’s job. And I just stayed home and worked and raised the garden. I raised some chickens. And my dad gave me a cow so we could milk. And then we had, she had a calf and we started a few cattle, not too many. And so we’d go out Saturday nights, and then this one time there was this waltz contest at Jack’s Club, and those people from all around, from Dickinson, Baker, Glendive, oh boy, that town park was just packed. And Stanley and I won first prize for waltzing.

RN: Wow, that’s great.

VS: We did. And so anyway, we got $25 and at that time, this was in the `50s, we got married in the `40s. And so at that time I guess we just went downstairs and had something to eat.

RN: At that time, $25 was probably a lot of money.

VS: That’s a long time ago. Yeah it was. So and we’d go out Saturday night to dance. It was just good exercise for us. 

RN: So you have lived in Wibaux now, at your house in Wibaux where you live right now, you are still living in your own home, which I think is remarkable. But you have been living here for 32 years. So when you retired and moved into town from the farm, how did you feel about that? Did you miss the farm or where you glad to be in town?

VS: I was glad to be in town and I was glad that we moved off of there and are in town. Because we always got snowed in so out there and then we couldn’t get out. It was so much better in town that I didn’t even miss it.

RN: Did you probably have more comforts in town? In town you could, I mean it would be easy to go to church rather than having to drive...

VS: Yeah, at first I think we went to church to St. Phillips for awhile you know. And then I mentioned, I think I was the one that mentioned, why drive so far when there’s a church under our nose right here. So then we started going to St. Peter’s there.

RN: Yes, because to drive to St. Phillips from Wibaux is about 15 miles. And part of it is gravel road, country roads.

VS: Yes, so anyway we saved on gas and we saved on the tires. So anyway, no we’d never go back out there. Everything’s falling apart now out there. 

RN: Okay. Anything else you can think of that you would like to add? Most of your sisters, or siblings, most all of them stayed in the Wibaux area.

VS: They did, yes.

RN: So that was nice that you had your family, so much of your family, close by. Okay, any other stories you can remember?

VS: Well, and we had neighbors close and we’d visit one another you know. Where, that I kind of missed my neighbors you know. Now there’s hardly nobody living out there.

RN: I know. When you lived out on the farm did you have a telephone?

VS: Not right away, not until towards the end. Because it was where people had to put in their names and you could have only so many on a line. And so we couldn’t get on.

RN: And then you had a party line where you had a specific ring and you could hear everybody’s ring.

VS: Yeah, you could do that, listen in. So you had to be careful what you said cause some of the neighbors you know when a telephone would ring, well then yeah, then they’d go listen, “Who’s that?”

RN: Well that probably took the place of television, which they probably didn’t have. You know, that was the entertainment for them.

VS: Yeah, we didn’t have a TV for a long time and then I know the kids used to go down to Miske’s and watch TV there, some programs you know. But nowadays, what’s on TV isn’t worth watching.

RN: I know. Even if you have a whole bunch of channels, you still can’t find anything to watch.

VS: I got put onto more channels and I hardly ever watch it because it’s just dumb stuff. There’s no sense to some of that. And so I think we were glad that we moved into Wibaux. And so it’s easier. Of course then Stanley didn’t feel good from then on. He had so many surgeries, kidney and...

RN: So basically you moved into town when he retired because of health issues?

VS: That’s right.

RN: Well and then when you live in town here, it’s easier to access medical care too. 

VS: Yeah. And when we lived out in the country, why I went to town, to Beach, once a week to get my groceries. And here sometimes you go two or three times to the store. It’s so handy.

RN: I know. You don’t have to stock up with a whole bunch of stuff like you did when you lived out in the country. It’s convenience nowadays.

VS: It’s really convenience, yes.

RN: So okay, well I can’t think of anything else to add. If you would have any other stories that you would like to add?

VS: I really don’t know of any more. We worked just like everybody else worked you know to keep ends going. 

RN: Well you had a busy job raising three children too. 

VS: And I took em to St. Phillips to the school every day, so I had the car and Stanley had the pickup. So I had to drive em because that was too far for them to walk. 

RN: Right. Well I know some of your sisters never did get a driver’s license.

VS: They never drove.

RN: So you were one of the ones that...

VS: Helen drove because she was a teacher, but she didn’t drive that much. She’d go to school and back. She taught at St. Phillips. And then I think she taught at the Podoloski School, that’s way down south down by Morris. You probably don’t know where that is.

RN: Oh yeah, I know where that is.

VS: Okay. And that’s where Helen taught too. So she almost had to know how to drive, but she didn’t drive too much. But I did. I drove, I would drive way to Baker and I’d drive to Dickinson and Glendive and. I’d pick up both the girls and we’d go to Baker to visit Elizabeth.

RN: You were the liberated one of the children.

VS: Yeah. So I learned to drive after we got married.

RN: That’s good. Okay. Well I guess if you can’t think of anything else this will conclude our interview for today. And I thank you very much for doing this project.

VS: Well thank you too.

RN: Oh you’re welcome.
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