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Linda Brander (LB): I’m Linda Brander and I’m here with Glenna Stucky today. It’s February 15, 2014, and we’re here to have an oral history interview with Glenna on behalf of the project called From the Ground Up: Montana Women and Agriculture. So, Glenna, thank you so much for doing this. And so will you state your full name please?

Glenna Stucky (GS): All right. My name is Glenna. My maiden name was Kruger. I have a middle name, Dea. Stucky.

LB: And where were you born?

GS: I was born in Bozeman in 1936.

LB: And I recall that was November?

GS: September.

LB: Oh September. What was the date?

GS: The 21st. September 21, 1936.

LB: And tell me your parents’ names and where they were born.

GS: Okay. My mom was born in Bozeman and her name was Rudy Dea Powell <spelling uncertain>, her maiden name. And my dad was born in Wisconsin and his name was Leonard William Kruger.

LB: And were they ranchers or farmers?

GS: My dad was a farmer. 

LB: He farmed in the <audio unclear> area?

GS: Right, in the Gallatin Valley. That’s where I was raised.

LB: And so you were raised on a, did you call it a farm or a ranch?

GS: No, it was a farm.

LB: And what did you guys raise?

GS: Well, we raised hay and grain, and we did have some cattle. My grandparents, my mother’s parents, were there and we kind of worked together with them. And so it was a farm. And I’m glad, I’m kind of a farmer at heart. 

LB: So did you grandparents have a farm and your parents have one? Or did you work the same place?

GS: No, they were separate places but very close. So that we exchanged work, and you know, when we were kids we would help, go and work in the hayfield at my grandparents and then at my dad’s. And my dad would be there helping my grandparents too. So it was a very good arrangement.

LB: And how many siblings did you have?

GS: I have two sisters. One has passed away but the other one lives in Belgrade.

LB: And can you tell me both sisters’ names.

GS: Okay. My sister that passed away was Marilyn Mae Bramson <spelling and name uncertain> and she lived in New Mexico. And my sister that lives in Belgrade is Lenita <spelling of first name uncertain>Hough, h o u g h. 

LB: Are they older or younger than you?

GS: Both younger. 

LB: Let’s talk about how you and Earl <spelling uncertain> met and how that all worked, because that was down in Bozeman wasn’t it?

GS: Right.

LB: So tell me a little bit about how you and Earl met. Where you long-time sweethearts from childhood up?

GS: Well, actually we kind of grew up together. We were in the same 4H club from the time I was probably about nine years old. He's a couple years older than I am. And we were in the same 4H club forever, and then went to school in Bozeman, Bozeman schools after. Both of us went to separate country schools because we lived in different communities, close enough that we did belong to the same 4H club. So actually we kind of have known each other forever.

LB: You have, haven’t you. As little kids, did you have any idea that you would end up being married?

GS:  Not really. I don't think so. 

LB: And so, tell me then about your time and then you courtship, and when you started to get involved with Earl and then getting married to Earl. A little bit about that.

GS: While that was in high school, we started going together, about the time I was a senior and he was going to college at MSU. And then it just started from there.

LB: Were you in college with him? But you worked at the college.

GS: I did work at the college after I graduated from high school. I worked in the state 4H office, because I worked in the county extension office after school my whole senior year. And then I worked at the state 4H office for, oh gosh, I've forgotten how many years, and then transferred over to the Registrar’s office and I worked for the Registrar for several years up there.

LB: What years did you work at the Registrar’s Office?

GS: That I would have to try and remember. I quit when we moved over, let's see that would be in 1967. Probably about three, four years before that, maybe 1963. And then in 1967, Earl was hired as the cow boss on the Flying D Ranch, so we moved over to Cherry Creek and so that's when I quit working at the college.

LB: And you were married when he was cow boss?

GS: Yes, we'd been married for quite awhile then. We got married in 1954.

LB: Okay. Then tell me about your children and their birth dates and their names.

GS: Okay. Our oldest is Earline. She was born in 1955. Sharon is the next one, she was born in 1956. Both of them in November. Cal was the third one, he was also born in November, in 1958. Jill was born in August in 1961, and Becky was born in March of 1968 <spelling of names uncertain>.

LB: When I was reading the "Newsy Notes" or “Our Neighbor” book, I saw, were guys also married in November? <publication names uncertain>

GS: Right.

LB: So you have quite a few celebrations that take place in November then?

GS: We do.

LB: Tell me about your grandchildren.

GS: Okay. Well let's see. Our oldest grandson was Sharon's Roy, and he was killed in a car accident in 2009, no that's not right. I would have to look that up to see what year. Anyway, her second son is Clayton, and he now lives in California and he's a horse trainer. Earline’s children are Billie Joe. She's married to Kean Holzser and they live out of Stanford, Montana, on the Holzser Ranch. Travis is their second child, and he and his wife Tricia work for us and they live just down the road here in their own house. <name spellings uncertain>

LB: And so you have a couple some great-grandchildren now.

GS: And then, while there's Jill’s.

LB: Oh, Jill, right.

GS: Cal and Renee have two daughters. Sadie is the oldest and she works in Bozeman and is going to MSU and will finish this spring. And Callie is right now working in Butte. She was going to college in Dillon but she's taking some time off and is working in Butte. And then Jill and Bill have Lou who is married to Bobby, and they just have a new great-granddaughter. Let's see, better get the grandkids first. <name spellings uncertain>

LB: Right.

GS: Lou and Heather MacIntosh and Gibb MacIntosh, and then Becky and Larry have a son Kyle McLaughlin who is in the army. So then, I can tell you about great-grandchildren. <name spellings uncertain>

LB: Please do.

GS: Billie Joe and Kean have three. They have Grace, who is I think 12 right now. Royce is five, well she's six now, and Grant is four. And Travis and Trish have Michael who is four. Then Lou and Bobby have Augusta who is just a year, and Kyle and Alana, well Augusta is not a year yet. She was just born in September. And Bryson, who is two. And he was also born in September. <name spellings uncertain>

LB: What a large family. Do you ever, do they all get-together at one given time with you?

GS: We did this year at Christmas, all except for Gibb and Haven <name/spelling> had to be in Minnesota with her family. They were the only ones that weren't here.

LB: So were they here at the ranch for the big gathering? All of the family?

GS: Yes, they were all here at our house. It was a wonderful day.

LB: So, tell me about what it feels like to have all your generations of one family in one spot?

GS: Well I think that's really special because then they get to share. Different age groups. I mean you know, that's just what families, makes for family <audio unclear>.

LB: And do the grand kids get to play and see each other very often? Like Billie Joe's and Travis' kids, do they get a chance to see each other?

GS: Oh yeah, they do. And they look forward to that. And they come, and of course Earline’s Grandma there and so they come to their grandma's house and Michael plays them. Then Bryson, of course they live in Washington because Kyle is stationed in Fort Lewis. So they’re a little further away so we don't get to see them quite as often. But when they came at Christmas time, he just entered right in with everybody and they had a great time.

LB: Did anybody play Santa Claus for the kids?

GS: No, no we did not do that.

LB: Tell me about some fond memories from your childhood while you were growing up and before you met Earl.

GS: Of my gosh. As I remember, it was just a happy time. We worked hard. We were in 4H. We had steers. And my mom helped us and we sewed and we cooked and we did all kinds of things like that. We got together in the summertime. We helped in the hayfield from well I was about five years old when I started leading the stacker horse because we put up loose hay with an overshot stacker. And my sister did the same. She was three years younger than I, but you know everything kind of followed in succession.  We rode horseback. We just grew up like rural kids do.

LB: Do you recall a favorite horse from your childhood?

GS: Yes, we did. Well, I’m not sure. We had one that was probably our favorite. Her name was Victory, can you imagine that.

LB: Nice. And I guess, just tell me about some more of your stuff as a young adult before you met Earl. Fond memories, things you did, places you went.

GS: We didn't go a whole lot of places as far as traveling. We, everybody had to work hard and it was just like it is right now with ranch people or farm people. There's always things to be done at home. So we did not travel around very much. We lived in the Gallatin Valley so we did go to Yellowstone Park a couple times in the summer or drive up to West Yellowstone. That was a really nice kind of a Sunday drive sometimes. Like I said, we rode horseback and we played and we just did all kinds of outdoor things as much as possible.

LB: Did you get along as siblings or did you play any tricks on each other?

GS: Not much, no. We were pretty close. Of course, then my sister Lenita, she was like twelve years younger than I am, so you know it was like a whole different world a little bit for her. She was our baby sister. 

LB: You're very involved in community service. 4H and clubs and like women's groups like Cattle Women. Was your mom that way also?

GS: No, my mom wasn't. But she was very supportive. She wasn’t like, my grandma was more like that. Sometimes I think, you know, generations sort of off-set each other. And so what one does the other one might not, but the third one will pick up on some of the same interests. Isn't that, it seems kind of like that, typical.

LB: I have another question later on, but just observing now you and your girls, you are involved in community service as are your girls. So there was no skipping generations here.

GS: Not so much. No, uh-uh. It’s a part, our community right here sort of requires that kind of involvement in order to keeps things going.

LB: And when you say “requires that,” can you tell a little bit more what you mean, our community, Avon, requires that?

GS: Well, we sort of removed. We’re not exactly isolated. We’re not like eastern Montana where we’re hundreds of miles from everywhere. But you know, it’s a 38-mile drive to Deer Lodge and almost 50 from here to Helena. So there’s aren’t a whole lot of things to do unless we get together with the community at the Community Club now and Get-Together Club in Avon <club name uncertain>. That seems to be, you know, that seems to be what draws our ranch people together around here.

LB: Do you think our local sports and our little school does the same thing?

GS: I think so, definitely.

LB: I’m always interested, I like to hear the fond memories, so I have another question. Tell me about other fond memories that you have as a young wife and mother that you can share with us.

GS: Let’s see. There are so many. Just watching my kids grow up and being involved in what they were. They were all involved in sports. They loved it. They had a lot of athletic ability so we went to a lot of basketball games and track and rodeo. They rodeoed you know. So a lot of our activities were just around our kids and what they wanted to be doing.

LB: Did you ever have a time when one kid is one way and another is another way at different events, or a rodeo here and a team roping there?

GS: Well, I guess that might have happened somewhat. Maybe more at school with basketball games, but it wasn’t quite as concentrated as it is now. I see now it’s a lot more a problem to try to get places. Everything is so scheduled up so tight. 

LB: Tell me about working the ranch together. First off, down at the Flying D and then talk about this ranch, you and Earl working together as partners. We’re trying to help folks understand what ranch life is like, and this whole focus is on women, this whole project From the Ground Up. So can you talk to me and help others understand what working together to make a big operation work is like? Challenges and joys and such.

GS: Okay, I’d probably start with when we got married. We bought the farm that Earl’s parents had because his dad was ready to retire. And that was on the Gallatin River, and it wasn’t a very large one but it was good enough to, we got a good start. We had a few sheep and we had some cows, and we gradually built up. And after we were there, we thought, well we’ve married 12 years and then Earl was asked if he would like to be the cow boss on the Flying D. So that’s when we moved over to Cherry Creek. And at that point, I was not involved in any way on helping him with his job there. Because that was run, you know, by a manager. We lived over on Cherry Creek but my job from that point on was raising kids. And Earl would be up at cow camp most of the week and come home on weekends. And so that was kind of the way it was until in 1976. So see, that was about nine years that we were there. And that’s kind of when our kids were growing from grade school into high school. Then when we moved over here, then I became totally involved with him as far as working here and doing things, and you know, much more active in doing as much as I could to make this place work. 

LB: Talk about, I read the article about you winning the Cattle Woman of the Year award for the Stockgrowers Association and you kind of talked about what your responsibilities were, like stocking vaccines and the gardening and the canning. Talk more about that. Talk about a typical, let’s take a typical day by season. What would a typical day be for you like in the summer, and then we’ll go on to the next season.

GS: Well okay. Summertime, earlier in the summer there’s a lot of yard work and things like that to be done to keep things in order. And I cook for the men that are here. I cook two meals a day and then they are on their own for supper. And when we start to hay, then I cook for the whole crew. Earlier then everybody, like Mick eats at his house and Travis at his house and that way. And I do the bookkeeping, which is getting to be more and more paperwork all of the time. I keep track of the vet supplies and ordering that and a whole lot of other things. Just keeping track of the groceries and things like that that we need to do. And then I go out, I love to be out in the hayfield more than I like to be cooking but that doesn’t always happen that way.

LB: When you say bookkeeping, tell me more about that. Is that keeping track of all the cattle, the breeding, the books, the sales? Can you talk a little bit more about that?

GS: Well it’s a complete accounting business of carrying on our business. It is, it is from one end to another. It’s keeping tracks of the books and the bank statements, I mean all of that, the money that comes in and goes out. And then cow numbers, and when we’re AI, it’s keeping track of semen and bloodlines, bulls we use, and payroll. Yeah, there’s lots of different facets of things that have to be done. And then there’s always the personal family kinds of things that enter in too. Keep in contact with people and doing things like that.

LB: To me, the bookkeeping seems like such a big deal because it is so broad. 

GS: It is.

LB: Do you do it manually or are you into using computers now?

GS: No, I have a computer. I’ve used a computer for quite a long time. 

LB: It seems like you would have to. 

GS: That was good. When you moved to Avon, I remember you, reading in the book, the Neighborhood book, that it was quite a challenge. Did you have to move, when you moved from Gallatin, when you moved to the ranch you are on now, was that moving cattle, livestock, your household and stuff? Can you talk about what it was like to move from the Gallatin Valley to your existing ranch?

GS: Okay. Well, and actually we were over on the Madison when we moved to here. We moved from the Gallatin over to the Madison, and we didn’t have a huge number of cows then. I think probably we had, maybe at the point when we moved over there we probably had a hundred head. Then we probably maybe came here with a 150 head. We did buy some cows then to stock this place. And we did have yeah, we trucked cattle, trucked machinery, trucked everything. Everything you know, just everything the kids, horses and all of that had to be moved.

LB: How long did that take?

GS: Oh, I think we might have drug stuff back and forth several, not back and forth, it took awhile to get everything done.

LB: Right now in the winter, what’s a typical day for you?

GS: Okay, well right now Earline and I after, well I fix breakfast for the guys. And you know we always eat kind of a hardy breakfast. It’s always bacon and eggs, or ham and eggs, or sausage and eggs, and hotcakes or toast or muffins or, you know, it’s a good round big breakfast. And then Earline and I go, and we have what we call a <unknown>, it’s a side-by-side four-wheeler that’s, well I’m not too sure. It’s not an ATV, it’s an UTV. And we haul cake to the heifers up here. So we have like 18 buckets, 30-gallon buckets of cubes that we fill and put in the back of that and haul up to the heifers here in the east meadow. And it’s usually about 9:30, a quarter to 10 before I get back in here.
Then I check through emails and kind of catch up on what needs to be handled with mail or bills paid or things like that. And I usually have something figured out that I’m gonna have for lunch so that, because that kind of creeps up on you. We eat about 2 o’clock. We don’t eat real early like some people do. But then, I have had here lately I’ve had a few more challenges because my computer crashed the first of January and I lost a lot of files. So I’ve be trying to regain and redo and set up files on different things. So, my accounting program came through. It was not damaged. But a lot of my cow records were damaged beyond use. And so I’ve had a lot of catching up to do.

LB: I can’t imagine how you catch up with your cow records when they’ve been lost.

GS: Well, actually what we do, I’ve got some hard copy and so I can. But the thing about it is, some of my programs were like on old Microsoft Works database, and they don’t honor, programs don’t honor that any more. So I’m having to put those into a new program, and that takes time. Hopefully, I have most of the hard copies so I can at least regain some and you know have that down.

LB: Yeah. I recall a day, when was it, a couple two or three years ago, when you have that heifer cow tackle you. Can you tell us about that story?

GS: Yeah that was about five years. Well we were calving heifers. Earline and I always do that, we check the heifers every two hours when they are calving and I just went out to check. It was daylight. It was probably about 10 o’clock in the morning. And this heifer, she had just calved and I was going to iodine her calf, because we put iodine on the navels, and she just backed off and then she just hit me. I mean, she just barreled at me and hit me and knocked me down. Knocked, I lost the bottle. I had one of our sticks in my hand, but it didn’t phase her. And so then, I not just sure exactly how this all happened because it knocked me out. And so then I came to and I was starting, I must have started to move and then she came at me again and knocked me down. I mean, I kind of started to get up and then she hit me. And then she tried to go over my legs. I was down flat and she tramped all over me. So I couldn’t do anything and no one else was around. 
She finally went back over where her calf was, and I just very slowly got up and started for the barn. But she didn’t bother me anymore, she just stood and watched me. So I was kind of, and about that time, Earline was on her way out to check, because she knew that I had gone out and then I hadn’t come back in for a little while. So then Earline got me and I had lots of, not too many major injuries, but I had enough that I had to go to the hospital and get some stitching done. And they did a CAT scan and stuff just to make sure my head was okay. But then about a year later, I had to have a knee replacement because my knee, she had tramped all over my leg enough that it wrecked up my knee kind of. So I kind of limped around for awhile, about a year, but then I got the knee replacement. So it’s been good ever since then.

LB: As I recall, you’d just given your dog a command to go stay. Tell me about how your dog played into all this or not.

GS: Well, he didn’t really do anything, and it’s probably, it might be just as well that he didn’t. Because sometimes they don’t know exactly what to do. But he kind of stayed out of it and that was probably all right. Because I don’t think he could of done anything to keep her off of me. It just would have been a fight, maybe right on top of me too, so worse.

LB: So how long were you out of commission from the daily operations after that wreck?

GS: I don’t think very many days. I wasn’t really that crippled up so things healed up pretty fast.

LB: That was amazing. In regard to your work and life, do certain experiences up to now stand out?

GS: I just, there’s lots of things that stand out. I mean, gosh, we’ve just been so fortunate to live where we live and been able to raise our family here and just be a part of this area and the community where we are.

LB: I have a question in here about a sense of place. And a sense of place is kind of a broad description, it’s a bond or really liking the land and where you live, which involves your culture, your land, the work you do and the life you lead. Can you talk more about that, what that means to you? You’ve told me about it throughout our interview, but can you tell me more about what it means from a sense of place being here at your beautiful home and ranch.

GS: Well, there is never a day goes by when I’m not, I just thank God that and I’m in awe about how I’m able to be here in this and live in this and be involved in the activities that I can. And have my wonderful husband and my family most of them all close by. I’m just so blessed I can’t hardly believe it at times.

LB: Are there any physical places that are your favorite?

GS: No, not particularly. I guess one of the things that I really enjoy a lot because I have to be in my kitchen quite a bit is I have a terrific view that is ever-varied out my kitchen window.

LB: I’ve been watching birds off and on as we speak. I know you have a network of women friends that you work with, like at the Cattle Women, and socialize with. Can you tell me the value and importance of having a network like that.

GS: Oh, I just think you can’t put a price on it. I mean, it is absolutely wonderful to have that kind of friends around. So many of us, even though everyone around here isn’t involved in agriculture directly, we’re all kind of a part of the same, what would you say, lean toward the same likings and way of life sort of.

LB: What are some of the groups that you work with? I know the Get-Together and the Cattle Women of Powell County. Are there others?

GS: No that’s about it right now. I used to be a 4H leader, but now you know there are younger gals that have taken that over and that’s a great thing. Get-Together Club, I love doing that; everybody there is just great. And Clark Fork Cattle Women, I was involved in them for a long time and finally we just had to disband because we didn’t have younger people to help take over. So maybe at some point in time, they will get that up and going again. 

LB: That poses a question, getting the younger people involved, the younger women involved. Ideas how that can happen?

GS: No I don’t. Actually it might be a part of just this age. There are so many things that they are a part of that we maybe weren’t when we were younger that take up their time. And I know just with my daughters, their lives are totally engrossed right now with kids of their own who are grown and grandchildren coming up. So it’s not that their interests are not there, but I think that they just have a lot of obligations that maybe we weren’t able or didn’t have the opportunity to do. 

LB: Tell me your views on conservation from a rancher’s perspective or a woman’s perspective.

GS: Well we’re just, ranchers are the original conservationists and if we weren’t we would not be here. And it’s not just a woman’s point of view. I mean, it’s Earl’s and mine and everyone’s. We just have to be so conscious of taking care of the earth. But we also have quite a few challenges with people who do not, who maybe overreact and kind of lose track of the practical side of letting Mother Nature handle things a little bit. We can’t always make all of the right decisions for everything.

LB: So tell me some of the things that your ranch does to take care of your land.

GS: Well we have to watch out for weeds. We have to be careful of the streambanks that we don’t pollute any more than we can help with the cricks and the water, and just try to keep the things and always leave it a little bit better than it was when we got here. 

LB: One thing that we’ve all talked about is helping people who are not agriculture people understand what it’s like. And so, how can we help each other, non-ag and agricultural people, to understand and respect each other and our lifestyles and our work? There’s a saying, “Seek first to understand and then be understood.” Could you give me your philosophies on that?

GS: Well I think it, people to people, you have to be willing to speak about your feelings about things and also how, let me see, so that they can understand from the practical point of view, there’s a certain balance that has to be between the fact that we can stay here and make a living and continue to operate and also to take care of everything and leave it in a better situation than it was. And that is hard for people to understand sometimes. And it is difficult. And I don’t know how you can, I think we just need to educate people and tell them whenever we get a chance to, tell them about our lives and our challenges, and what we have to what we come up against.

LB: I sometimes think that helping each other understand each other is done over a coffee table or a one-to-one or a person-to-person. What do you think about that?

GS: Right, I think that’s better. That’s just what we have to do constantly I think. So with the people I come across here, I mean locally in our community, I don’t do that as much as I probably could because everybody here we’re kind of in the same basket. You know, we all  have that. But that’s why the organizations such as Cattle Women and Get Together Club if we have people that we can express how our views are. And we have to do it through politics which is very important.

LB: It’s a combination of politics and personal interactions and respect, etc.

GS: Uh-huh.

LB: From the Ground Up: Montana Women and Agriculture project’s mission is to collect stories and histories of ordinary women living ordinary lives and making significant contributions to their community and agriculture. Can you tell me how it feels to have your story collected and shared so that others can hear your story and feel your journey?

GS: Well I am very proud of not exactly what I helped accomplished but of what I have been able to live. And I think that our industry and our way of life is something that everybody needs to know about. It doesn’t need to be romanticized, because sometimes it is not very romantic; it can be very difficult. But it’s very rewarding. And so I just think that we need to tell the story. And I’m not sure that other vocations ought not be doing the same thing.

LB: They should. This way we are looking at collecting stories can be done by any vocation or any industry, from the personal perspective.

GS: Right. Because it is part of our heritage, and no matter, well just for instance. With my family, I think we feel very fortunate that our kids are pretty much involved in agriculture. But Becky works for the railroad, and so there’s a whole different vocation. And she loves that. And they are actually out in the country in Montana too. I mean they are out and about, so it is not totally different but it is a different perspective. So I think that everybody needs to leave this education and their stories and what they do so that it is available to find out.

LB: And the stories we are collecting through this project will be put into the Historical Society so many many people can read them. 

GS: Yes, that’s wonderful.

LB: And be put on websites so people can read your transcriptions. Your legacy,  how do you want to be remembered?

GS: Well let’s see, I’m not just sure. I know that I won’t be remembered for being the cleanest housekeeper in the world. But I will hope to be remembered for sharing my husband’s way of life and raising my kids to where they are honest and the kind of citizens that will help our country to continue to be what it should be.

LB: Those were the questions that I had prepared. As you were getting ready for this interview, any thoughts that came across your mind that you would like to share that I haven’t posed or covered?

GS: Oh, I can’t think of any right now. I think it was pretty complete. I feel, like I said, like I said, my life has not been terrifically romantic or anything but very fulfilling for me. And that just what I like and it suits me just great. I’m so very thankful that I’m able to live it that way.

LB: It is a good thing that people can like a very happy, satisfying, joyful, passionate life. 

GS: Right.

LB: Not many people get that chance.

GS: I know that. I’m very, very blessed and very lucky.
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s and where they were born.

 

 

GS

: 

Okay. My mom was born in Bozeman and her name was Rudy Dea Powell

 

<spelling uncertain>, her maiden name. A

nd my dad was born in Wisconsin and his 

name was Leonard William Kruger.

 

 

LB

: 

And were they ranchers or farmers?

 

 

GS

:

 

My dad was a farmer. 

 

 

LB

: 

He farmed in the 

<audio unclear> area?

 

 

GS

: Right,

 

in the Gallatin Valley. That’s where I was raised.

 

 

LB

: 

And so you were raised on a, did you call it a farm or a ranch?

 

 

GS

: 

No, it was a farm.

 

 

