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 From the Ground Up: Montana Women & Agriculture Transcript 
Interviewee: Pauline Webb 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Denise Thompson (DT): I’m Denise Thompson with the Broadwater Conservation District along 
with Linda Brander from DNRC and from the From the Group Up: Montana Women & Ag. It is February 19, 2014. Our special guest today is Pauline Webb from Townsend, Montana. 
Pauline Webb (PW): I’m Pauline Webb. I’m a homemaker. I was involved in ranching for 60 years until my husband died. And then we sold the ranch and I moved to Townsend and still involved in activities of education and a little bit of ranching. Some of the other organizations that I belong to, like Cattle Women, Ag in Montana Schools, and yes other recreations like Red Hat, Book Chat, play bridge, help in Head Start. Just a busy homemaker. 
DT: So Pauline, what was your maiden name. 
PW: It was Adams <spelling uncertain>. 
DT: And what’s your date of birth? 
PW: It was August the 28th, 1920. 
DT: And your parents’ name? 
PW: My father’s name was Albert and my mother’s name was Alaseva. 
DT: How do you spell that? 
PW: A l a s e v a. 
DT: And, of course, Albert’s last name was Adams. 
PW: It was Elbert, an E instead of an A. 
DT: Okay. And Alaseva, what was her maiden name? 
PW: Forward <spelling uncertain>. 
DT: Forward? Interesting. And do you remember their place of birth? 
PW: My mother was born in Iowa and so was my father. I can’t tell you the town. 2 
DT: Where they involved in ranching or farming? PW: That was my father’s first employment. He ranched with his father. And then later they bought a grocery store and they become grocery men. And then my grandfather retired, and then my father got the postal office in a small town in Iowa, and he ran that for over 25 years. 
DT: All right. Do you remember your grandparents’ name? 
PW: His name was John Adams and her name Margaret. 
DT: And what about on your mother’s side? 
PW: Her father’s name was Fayette, and her mother’s name was Susie. 
DT: Okay. How do you spell Fayette? 
PW: F a y e t t e. 
DT: And what were their last names? 
PW: Forward. 
DT: Forward. And then Susie, S u z I e? 
PW: S I e 
DT: And were they also born in Iowa? 
PW: No. Fayette was born was in ah, just a minute, Rochester, New York. And I do not know where Susie was born, but I assume it was in Iowa. 
DT: And what about John and Margaret? 
PW: I do not know where they were born. I do know that my grandfather was crossing the plains from the eastern part of the United States and he saw my grandmother at grounds where they parked their covered wagons. And he made a bright remark at her and she stuck out her tongue. Not thinking that later on in life they would meet again and marry. 
Linda Brander (LB): What was he traveling across the plains to do? 
PW: He was coming with his mother and father to Iowa where they had purchased some land. 3 
LB: To farm? 
PW: To farm. 
DT: Your siblings names? 
PW: The oldest boy’s name is Jim, or James; and the daughter's name is Susan from her grandmother, great-grandmother; and the youngest boy’s name is Ray, George Ray. 
DT: And those are your children? 
PW: Yes. 
DT: Okay. So Jim, were they all born out on the ranch? 
PW: They were all born in Townsend, Montana, at the hospital. 
DT: And did you have brothers and sisters? 
PW: Yes, I had one sister and two brothers. 
DT: And do you remember their names? 
PW: My oldest brother’s name was John. My second brother was Warren. And my sister’s name was Gretchen. 
DT: Were you the third child? 
PW: I was the first child. 
DT: You were the first child. 
LB: Did you have to take care of your brothers and sister? 
PW: Some, like an older sister would. 
DT: Do you remember their birth dates? 
PW: My oldest brother’s was February the 7th, the same as my father’s. And the next brother’s was February the 11th, and my sister’s was April, I think the 7th. 
DT: Do you remember what year? 
PW: No. 4 
DT: And we know you have grandchildren. Do you know how many and what their names are? 
PW: Well you mean blood, I mean biological, or extended families? 
DT: Well let’s do the blood grandchildren first. 
PW: Let’s see, there are six. No, those are great-grandchildren. 
DT: Oh my goodness. That’s fine. What are their names? 
PW: We have Dylan, Sam, Lauren, and then there is Amah <pronounced Amara>, which is a Spanish name, and Avah. That’s only five isn’t it. Well one of the other ones I mentioned is from the extended family, and her name is Julia. She’s in college now. 
DT: Okay, and what about your grandchildren? 
PW: Great-grandchildren? 
DT: No, you said these were your greats, Dylan, Sam, Lauren, Amara. 
PW: No, those are, yeah. Give me a minute. The grandchildren are Jeff, Kim, Michael and Timothy. Those are only four. 
DT: And you said you had some step-grandchildren? 
PW: Yes. 
DT: And their names? 
PW: Michelle <spelling uncertain> is Ray’s, I guess you call his daughter, and she has four children, which are included in our family. And then my son’s, the older son, wife died and he married a high school sweetheart and she has children. But I can tell you their names, but I do not know their birth dates or any of that. 
DT: Okay, well just go ahead and tell me their names. 
PW: Jason, Eric and Adam. 
DT: And those are Jim’s step-kids. 
PW: Yes. 
DT: Okay. Spelling. Is Dylan d y l a n? 5 
PW: Yes, it’s really pronounced “Dy-lan” but she pronounces it, she would like it to be Dylan. 
DT: And then you said Sam. And is Lauren l a u r e n? 
PW: Lauren, right. 
DT: Amah? 
PW: Amah is a m a h. It means love. 
DT: So a m a h? 
PW: Yes. 
DT: Is that like “amah”? 
PW: Yes, or “amorh.” Amora means love in Spanish, so I assume that’s where it comes from. 
DT: Okay. And then Avah. 
PW: A v a h, I think. Her second name is Pauline, the same as mine. 
DT: Neat. All right. So tell us about your childhood. Maybe your fondest memories? 
PW: I grew up in Iowa. Well after my father did his stint at being a grocery man, we moved to a little town in Iowa called Blockton. And that’s where I spent my first at least 18 years. 
DT: And what was your fondest memory about being in Iowa. 
PW: Well Iowa’s a beautiful state, like all states have their own beauty. I had good parents and they did what they could for us. It was a good life. I learned to roller-skate. I was probably pretty free. We put on, we had lots of friends, and it was a small school that I went to so I had individual attention. I did well in school. I graduated as salutatorian of my class. So, it was a good life. I had a good life. 
LB: Were there any funny things that happened to you when you were in grade school, when you went to school with your friends? 
PW: There probably was, but it wouldn’t maybe be funny to anybody else. 
LB: Well share one with us. 6 
PW: Well the first day I came to go to school in Blockton, there were two little boys sitting there and one of them tapped me on my face. And the other boy next to him tapped me a little harder. And finally I thought that was enough, so I hauled off and slapped them. And we ended up, the teacher wouldn’t let us color with the rest of the children. We had to look at picture books. I can remember that. 
LB: That’s a good one. 
PW: I’m sure that there were a lot of things that happened. Like any child that goes to school, I played basketball even though I was short. But I sure fought for the ball, and they used to call me “roughneck.” I think I fouled out of every ballgame that I ever played. 
DT: They called you Roughneck? 
PW: Yes. 
LB: Was this in high school? 
PW: Yes, and it was two-court. The girls play boys’ rule now. 
DT: Yes, back then you played on one half or the other, and the rest of the teams split that with you, correct? 
PW: That’s right. Absolutely, that’s the way we did it. 
DT: Who would you say was, maybe in your childhood years, the most memorable person that you had in your life? 
PW: Well there’s so many people that you touch in your childhood. We lived next door to my grandparents because my father was a good son and he thought that he ought to be responsible for his mother and father. He was the oldest son. And that’s probably, that was a blessing. My grandmother was a wonderful woman and so was my grandfather. There were all the family reunions and all of the wonderful things that happened to a child as you grow up. 
I can remember all of the family coming at Christmastime, and everybody was so glad to see each other and we would hear the news of what each family was doing. In fact, there was a neighbor that had a dog, a white dog, and they had dyed it green for Christmas and put a red bow on it. And one of my uncles always brought a little wine and the men would imbibe, not the women, no women didn’t drink that much. Any how, Iowa at that time was dry, and so he would bring the wine and the men would have a drink. And one of the men, when he saw that dog, he said “I’m not drinking any wine any more. I just saw a green dog with a red ribbon and it could not be.” 7 
LB: Did your grandmother give you any wisdom, wise words that you remember? PW: My grandmother was a seamstress and she taught me how to sew. And she would, for school mother would always buy three pieces of material and grandma would take, and didn’t use a pattern, she would cut out the dresses for me, and I would have three new dresses for school. She was a good grandma. 
LB: Did she teach you how to sew? 
PW: Oh yes. I even went to tailoring class once, and I made my youngest son a suit and he wore it back to Washington, D.C. 
DT: Now one of the stories I remember you telling about is when you went to nursing school. 
PW: I worked at a Norwegian family the first year out of school, as just as a woman, to help the woman who had things to do. They had a granddaughter they were raising, her father was a doctor and his marriage hadn’t worked, and so the grandparents were raising the child. And that girl thought of me as her older sister. And it was a delight to be with her. We did a lot of things together. 
I had saved my money for working at that farm, and it was $4 a week I got, and thinking it was going to be enough for nursing school. So I went to Lutheran Hospital in Des Moines and started nursing. And as I was going to take that money and pay for my books and things, I lost it. And of course, yes nursing school costs too. So I called my dad and told him that I’d lost my money and he came out and we talked about it. And he said, well, he’d gone through a hard time too before he got the job in the post office, and he said he would borrow the money and I could go on. And I said well, maybe so but I hated to put that burden on him. And I asked him what else can I do. And he said you can come back and go to normal school and become a teacher. So I went back. It was the hardest thing I ever did, I felt like a failure. But I went to normal school and I did well, and I did find a school to teach and so I became a teacher. 
DT: And then I think it moved into when you met Earl. 
PW: Yes, a cowboy came from Montana. Shall I tell all of these? Anyhow, he was out playing catch with his brothers. He’d come back to visit his grandmother. His mother had not been home for 20 years, so he brought his mother and three of his siblings with him. And his grandmother had come over and asked me if I would help entertain the children, and I said yes I’d be glad to. Anyhow, Earl was standing out there playing ball, and my mother and I were standing at the kitchen sink doing the dishes and she said, “My that’s a nice-looking young man.” And I said, “I betcha I can get a date with him.” 
Well anyhow, not really thinking I could, but that night I asked his sister to go to the movies with me, and she did, said she would. So when we got ready to go, he was standing at the door and he says, “They don’t have movies in Montana. Can I go 8 
too?” So I said, “Sure if you want to.” So we went to the movies and had a coke afterwards and then we visited, and he said, “What can I do to entertain these people.” And so we did lots of things. We went roller-skating, we went swimming, we went to festivals, and his car was packed every night because I had cousins by the dozens visiting me. And so we filled this car up. No, it wasn’t he and I, it was the group of people going out and having fun. The fact is when we went roller-skating, there were two other girls that were holding him up, and I never did get to roller-skate with him. 
But the night before he left, he came and said, “I’d like to go for a ride with you.” And so my dad hollered up to my room and said, “Pauline, there’s a cowboy here and he wants to take you for a ride.” And so I went with Earl, and no we did not neck, we talked. And he asked me to come to Montana, and I did not think I’d ever come to Montana, and I thanked him and he thanked me for help entertaining his siblings because he was afraid they’d get bored. Well, we never had time to get bored. Anyhow, he left and then about six weeks later his grandmother asked if I would go with her to Montana to visit her daughter. And I told her no, I couldn’t go because I was going to go and teach school. Well, my father was standing there and he said, “Pauline, you’ve been working all year at the gasoline station billing people that buy gas.” And he said, “You ought a take a little time off and have a little fun.” And I said, “I have had fun, Dad.” And I said, “School’s important to me.” And he said, “Don’t worry, we’ll help you get ready.” 
So I came to Montana and here was Earl again. Well, before I left I was engaged to be married to him. And you know in those days, if a teacher was married in Iowa she didn’t get to teach school. The man made the money. He was the one supposed to be the breadwinner. I taught school for $40 a month. And at Christmas time, he came again, and he said, “I don’t want to wait. I want to be married.” And so I lost my school and I came to Montana, this beautiful, beautiful state. 
LB: Did you teach in Montana? 
PW: Yes, I went and took courses from MSU with another teacher. We took them from the county agent, had people come from there and teach courses. I took Modern Math and two, three other courses so that I would keep myself in tune so that I would be able to teach. 
LB: So Montana didn’t have a law that said you had to be single to teach? 
PW: No, you could be married and teach in Montana. 
LB: And what grades did you teach? 
PW: Well it was country schools that I taught. There was Crow Creek and there was Toston, Radersburg, and then later on another lady and I did, helped develop a curriculum on Indians and we did it in East Helena. 
LB: Any fond memories as a teacher, things kids did or things you did with the kids? 9 
PW: I think the most impressive thing, although I loved the kids that I had taught in Iowa, there was one little boy that wrote to me afterwards and his father had been in prison and he was one of my students. And he told me, he said, “You know Miss Adams, Miss Webb, without you I never would have been what I am today.” And he thanked me. And I think that was the most wonderful compliment I’ve ever had. I don’t know where the boy is now, but I hope he’s doing well. 
LB: Very nice. 
DT: Tell us about your early life as a young mother and wife. What was life like on the ranch? 
PW: Well when I came here of course Earl wanted to <audio unclear> help financially and he worked in a mine. There was a Friday mine and ah, there was another mine, a senior moment here. I’ll think of it pretty soon.. 
DT: In the Radersburg area? 
PW: Yes. Yes. Well anyhow, he worked in the Friday mine and those people that ran that mine were Adams <spelling uncertain>. And the other mine was the Ohio Keating Mining. He worked at that mine too. But when spring came he was like a gopher, he had to come out of his hole. So he got the job of herding cattle for the stock association here in this Broadwater County. And then we moved up into a cabin from May to November we stayed up in this one-room cabin. And for a girl who’d been in a town all her life, it was very different. It was the most wonderful years I think of my life. We rode every day, we salted and we moved cattle. We fixed watering troughs, we cut brush and made trails. No, being a herder on the stock association pasture and for the Forest Service was a wonderful, wonderful experience. 
DT: How long did you guys do that for? 
PW: Just for that, from May to November. 
DT: For that one year or partial year? 
PW: Yes. And then Earl bought several milk cows and bought a milking machine and he had that for awhile. And then the neighbor, Warren Parker, who had ran for district representative for this area won that election. And he came one day and he asked Earl if he would come down and take over the ranch because he wouldn’t be able to do it. So we moved down into his aunt’s house, which by the way used to be the old stage stop place, and we moved down there. And we were there for 60 years on that ranch. And eventually, as time progressed and things happened, we added three children to our union, two boys and one girl. And I did a lot of things there. Become a cattle woman, I went back to teaching some, I worked in a grocery store, I 10 
worked in an antique shop, the fact is, I wore a lot of hats. And yes, I do, there’s been times when I’ve given a talk, I’ve had some of those hats to share with you. But today I don’t have them with me. 
DT: How were decisions made on the ranch? 
PW: Well there’s only one way to go, you have to think of the cows first. The fact is, in Earl’s diary, when I had my little girl, he said that the milk cow had had a calf and then he said, oh by the way, Pauline had a baby girl that day. 
DT: Yep, that sums it up. What were some of the challenges during that time? 
PW: I think the weather like today was a challenge. When you calved in the springtime the weather sometimes was against you. One year there was snowstorms late and some of the calves didn’t make it, even though I took em into the house and had em in the basement with heaters and then we’d take em back out to the cows. But that year was a little bit rough. We didn’t have quite as much to spend or to use for income, because our calf crop was our income. 
LB: What kind of cattle did you have? 
PW: We raised Herefords, and the Herefords have a tendency to sunburn and do some of the, pink eye and a few things like that. And then we changed to Black and we called them Black Baldies. 
LB: Were you still managing the ranch or did you own the ranch? 
PW: After Mrs. Parker died, she had left it to her niece, and Warren had put in his will that if the ranch is ever to be sold, I want Pauline and Earl to have the first opportunity to buy it. And Lord willing, he been good to us and we had put away money for that day and the day came and we were able to buy it. 
LB: How long were you ranch owners then? 
PW: Let’s see, we were ranch owners probably pretty close to 40 years. 
DT: And what did you call the ranch? 
PW: The 54 Ranch because that was our brand. 
DT: Do you remember how you got that brand? 
PW: Yes, there was a man down the road, his name was Love. And he was giving up his ranching and Earl bought the brand. We also had another brand that we used on the horses, which was called the AM brand, and that was one of the former owners of the ranch. It was Archie MaChambor. 11 
LB: How do you spell MaChambor? 
PW: M a C h a m b o r, or e r, I don’t know which. 
DT: So it was AM, what did it look like, the brand? 
PW: It was just a capital a and a capital m. They were not joined or anything. 
LB: Do you have any memorable memories of horses you liked or rode during that time? 
PW: Yes, that year that we herded cattle in the hills, there was Baldy. He was always a gentle horse. We rode every day, so. One of the ranchers loaned Earl some horses so that he had enough so that we didn’t have to ride the same horse every day, so we could trade off. 
DT: What was a typical ranch day like for you? 
PW: Well it depends on what was going on. Usually we got up around five. Earl went to irrigate around five. While he was gone of course I’d fix breakfast and then he’d come in and milk. There was always the separator to do. There was always gardening in the summer. There was just lots of things to do. I don’t think I ever heard my children, say or very often, “Mom, I’m bored.” Because there were always chores to do. 
LB: How did the chores divide out amongst the kids? 
PW: All the boys learned to milk. I never milked, although I did milk when he went to fight a forest fire. I can tell you one time we had gone out to the neighbors. They had had company and they were showing some pictures of where they came from. So we went up to see that. And Earl told Jim to go and get the milk cows in because he had to milk. And Jim came back and he said, “Dad, those cows are acting awful funny.” He said, “Even one of em fell down.” Well we had em in the orchard and that year we had a very, very good crop of apples. And of course there were a few apples on the ground. And the cows had eaten the apples and they had become a little bit intoxicated. So we didn’t get any milk for three days. 
LB: But they all survived? 
PW: They all survived it. 
DT: What was your favorite job or chore on the ranch? 
PW: I think reading to the children at night when they got ready to go to bed. I liked, I didn’t mind doing any of the chores. It was all part of living. 12 
DT: And what experience or event on the ranch kind of stands out the most to you? 
PW: I think the family gatherings, when we had the rest of the relatives come. And the good meals. It was always good when the neighbors would come and they’d brand. That was always a fun thing to do. Life on the ranch was free. It was fun when a new batch of kittens were born in the barn, and my daughter would even dress them up in her doll clothes and haul em around in her buggy. No, I am very very fortunate that I got to raise my children on the ranch and they didn’t have the temptations that some people have in a town or a city. 
DT: Would you say, were there any experiences that really altered your life and maybe how you looked at things? 
PW: Well life is what you make it. God gave us choices and if you wanted to not be, if you dislike something, go ahead and do it anyhow and do it the best you can. That’s the way to do everything. And I think my children learned that too. I’m sure that there were chores that I gave them that they didn’t like, but they did them and they did the best they could. 
DT: So when you thing about your children on the ranch, what do you think are the biggest and best rewards or benefits? You said about the temptations, what else? 
PW: They got a work ethic. I do know that when one of my sons went to apply for a job and got the job, the boss told him, he says, “Are there any more Montana boys like you?” He said, “You really put a good effort into your work.” So you know, you have to try. 
DT: What about a sense of bond with the land and the culture and the community? Can you speak about that? 
PW: Well God gave us some land and he wanted us to take care of it because it’s our livelihood. That’s where our food comes from, our existence; our water is so very, very important. We have to take care of these things. And I think my husband was a good steward of the land, because he took care of the land, he tried to improve it. He did all these things and I agree wholly with that. 
LB: Could you give some examples when you say taking care of the land that you guys implemented. 
PW: If there was erosion in some area, he would try to correct it. He tried to use the water to the best of his ability. 
DT: You talked about with the cows he didn’t overgraze. 13 
PW: No, he didn’t overgraze. And even though it’s a fun thing to rope a cow or a calf and put a brand on it, he always ran his through a chute. Because he thought it was harder on the calf to rope it and throw it on the ground than it was to run it through that chute and put the brand on it. 
LB: How many cattle did you run? 
PW: That’s like asking me how much money I have in the bank. I’m not gonna tell you. 
DT: You bet. 
PW: I was in Arizona, and one of Ray’s brother-in-laws was having a party, and yes Glen Campbell, our wonderful singer, was there. One of the gentlemen asked me that same question, and I told him that, I don’t care who he is or what he is, it’s none of his business. It was enough to make a living. We sent three kids to college, and yes maybe I did without a few things, but those kids got their education. 
DT: All right. So do you have a network of women friends that you work with and socialize with? 
PW: Yes. As I said, I belong to a few clubs and most of those I think are my friends. I hope they are. I know that they are very nice people. I have a group of women that I crochet with and who make pocket crosses, those people are very dear friends. The cattle women that I have known, they are, those girls are younger than I but they treat me just like I was one of them. I really appreciate that. I play bridge with a group of friends, I’ve played bridge with them for several years. It’s not necessarily the game or the organization, it’s the companionship and the sharing of our lives. 
LB: Can you speak to us about the value of having friends of all different ages? 
PW: Life moves so fast that to keep in tune with the world you have to have interest in things besides the things that you are interested in. Because without that, you’re kind of dormant. You need to grow. 
DT: Community service, what have you been involved with? 
PW: Well after I came to town, I helped in Head Start. And just this last Valentine’s Day, the Head Start teacher came and she said, “Pauline, I need cookies.” So we made, I made cookies and sent them to town for the children to frost. 
DT: How can we help each other, the ag people and the non-ag people, to understand and respect each other and our lifestyles and our work? 
PW: I think we each ought to be educated more to each person’s life. Because just recently a friend of ours who had company, she came from some place else, she 14 
couldn’t understand why Montana had so many cows. She said, “Don’t you know that there’s plenty of meat in the meat market?” Yes, if the woman would only stop and think that is was the livelihood for farmers and ranchers, and they were the one that were supplying meat. There’s going to be a day when we are going to have to stop and think, where is our supply of food, from where is it coming? Is it coming from Third Worlds or are we able to provide it for our people in the United States? 
DT: From the Ground Up: Montana Women and Ag is a project who’s mission is to collect the stories and histories of ordinary women living ordinary lives and making significant contributions to their communities and to agriculture. Can you tell me how it feels to have your stories collected and saved, hopefully with technology on our side, and shared so that others can hear your story and feel your journey? 
PW: Well we all have a journey in life. And when we first start out, we don’t really know what is in store for us. But my life has been a very, very happy life. I had good parents, a good husband, and my children seem to be doing well. So I cannot help but thank God for the wonderful things that have happened to me. Yes, it is a wonderful world. 
DT: Your legacy: how do you want to be remembered? 
PW: Well, I don’t think I’m anyone famous or anything like that. I’m just one of God’s children. And hopefully, people that I have touched have been made better for it or I hope I’ve left something here on the earth that has been good for everyone. Because it certainly has been good for me. 
DT: I think you need to share your story about the cross on the hill, and what your desire was and where you got that desire, and what ended up happening. If you don’t mind. 
PW: Well the cross on the hill is not exactly everything that, when you. I went for a walk to Emmaus up in Kalispell, which is a beautiful place. And I’ve gone three times. The first time I went as a pilgrim and I was learning. And the next time I went I helped in the kitchen. And the last time I went I was a table leader. And just as this, it was a period of time when we were all learning. And we ended that period of time by washing the pilgrims’ feet because that’s what the Lord did for his disciples. It was very humbling to do that. But as we left Kalispell that last time, and I saw the cross that’s right outside that town, I thought how wonderful it would be to have a cross like that to remind me of God’s caring for his people. And I was not alone. There were other people that saw it too and also had that desire. And so we got a leader who was ambitious enough to take the time to make the cross for us and to erect one in our community. And now there’s going to be another one, and who knows how far these crosses are going to go. East Helena is putting up one too. It was a very moving thing to see and to think a man gave his only son for me. 15 
DT: Okay. A couple more. What would you saw would be the most touching moment in your life? 
PW: I guess when I was baptized and said that I wanted to lead a good life. I was 11 years old and I came to my mother and told her that I wanted to give my life to God. 
DT: And this is a far more simple question. Your favorite recipe, your specialty, the best meal that you cook? 
PW: The meal that I cook is meatloaf, baked potatoes and cherry pudding. 
DT: Now you said that you have some things lined out to share on March 8. Just to make sure that some of that is recorded, what are a couple of things that you hope to talk about on March 8. 
PW: The first thing, I want to talk about how we got started. I mean, Grandpa Webb. A man here in Montana had written him and told him that there were jobs aplenty in Montana. And that was back in about 18 say 40, I don’t know that exact date. And he came from a large family and they had a farm. And there wasn’t enough land there for all of the children, so Grandpa Webb got on the train and came to Montana. This is part of the story I’m going to tell that Saturday. 
When he got to the train here in Montana stopped at every little stop, in Toston, Winston, Helena, Laurel, all those places. So anyhow, Grandpa got off the train and at that time there was not a bridge across the Missouri River. You had to pay to ride the ferry. And he only had 35 cents in his pocket. While the man delivering the mail was there and he looked at Grandpa and he said, “Do you want a ride across the river?” And of course my grandfather said yes. So he jumped on the wagon and they went across on the ferry, and in the distance he could see the roof of a barn. And he said, “You can let me off there and maybe they can tell me where my friend is.” Because he knew he was in that area. Well anyhow, when he went in they gave him something to eat and they hired him and he got a job. But two days later he found his friend. So that was the beginning of the Webbs in that valley. 
DT: You’ve often talked about your role in the ranch, so maybe articulate to us what you feel a woman’s role is in ranching, their impact in agriculture. 
PW: Well I’ve always like the leadership of a man, but it takes a good woman to stand behind a man to encourage him to go on with life. Just like we all need encouragement. Anything I could do, I would do for my husband. When he needed a calf pulled and nobody was available, I put on my coat and go out and help him. It just takes a good woman behind a good man to make things working. 
LB: I want to add, when you spoke at one of our events and a young boy asked you about what your perceptions of the Depression were and your experience, could you share some thoughts on your experience of the Depression? 16 
PW: Yes. And he also wanted to tell me things about what his grandmother went through. The Depression, yes we denied ourselves. Those things were not available and they may come again, but we have so much now. There were times when you only had maybe two dresses in your closet, maybe one pair of shoes, and maybe if those shoes started to wear out you put cardboard in the bottom of em. I’m not alone in having done that. There are other people that had done it too. 
LB: How old were you during the Depression? 
PW: It was in the `20s, well, 10. I can remember using up all of the sugar. My girlfriend and I made a chocolate candy while my mother and father were visiting my grandparents. And when my mother came, she said, “You used all the sugar and that’s all there was. And there won’t be any more until when your dad gets his next paycheck.” 
DT: What if you could tell kids today probably the most important lesson for them to learn in life, what would that be? 
PW: To care about each other. 
LB: And I’ll follow up with one: there’s a lot of bullying that goes on in the schools now. How might we and the schools address that problem? 
PW: Well this is really a natural thing. If someone is down or different, another person will pick up that oddity. But the thing of it is is to find out, to get to know them. to understand why. Because I think that’s a lot of it. We don’t know each other. 
DT: And what have you done with the Ag in Montana Schools Program? I heard that you’ve been to different states to promote that. 
PW: Oh, that’s been a joy of my life. Let’s see. I’ve been to Washington, D.C., I’ve been to New York, no I have not been to New York. I’ve been to Albuquerque, I’ve been to Idaho Falls, I’ve been to California. This is a program that is really important to, I think to the school system. People need to know from where their food comes, because the grocery stores wouldn’t operate or we wouldn’t either without the food program. And I told you about the lady and meat: “Well there’s plenty of meat in the meat market. What are the cows doing out on the ground.” There’s another lady that had been buying eggs from a farm. Of course, when chickens get out sometimes they eat some things that they shouldn’t and that taste will get into the eggs. And she’d gotten, some of the chickens had laid some eggs, the chickens had gotten into something that they shouldn’t of. Anyhow, she told the lady, “Well I’m not going to buy any farm chicken eggs any more. I’m going to buy them in the grocery store.” 
I hope you don’t get bored with all these stories because I may repeat a few. 
DT: No, I keep wanting to think of other things to ask, because I don’t want it to end. 17 
PW: Oh dear, would you like for me to fix you some lunch? 
DT: No, certainly not. A woman of many hats you say, and that’s what you told the children in Kalispell and... 
PW: No, I told this to a bunch of teachers down in Lewistown. 
DT: And you also did it in Kalispell. You took your hats there and you did it with the fourth grade class with Mrs. Larsen. So what were the many hats that you wore. 
PW: But I probably do still have them. It was the different things I’ve done in life. Yes, I started out to be a nurse and I was a nurse; you can’t bring a family into the world and not be a nurse. We all are teachers and I don’t have to wear glasses and carry a big stick to do that either. And neither do you. I guess first I was a mother and I didn’t always wear an apron. Yes, I’m not a gourmet cook but I’m not a bad cook. You do, you wear many hats, especially if you live a full life. You wear whatever... 
LB: Did you have a gardening hat? 
PW: Yes, you better wear a gardening hat or you’ll get sunburned. 
LB: So you like to garden? 
PW: I do. 
LB: And what kind of gardening? 
PW: We grew practically all the vegetables. And my jewels were my canned fruit, food that I canned in the basement. I’d buy bushels of peaches and can peaches. We had a huge big orchard. The garden, we grew everything. One year we planted squash and the kids wanted, what do I want to call them? They are artificial looking? 
DT: Gourds? 
PW: Gourds. And they pollen cross and we couldn’t eat the squash. You know picking a ripe tomato that’s been kissed by the sun, there’s nothing better. Bring your own salt shaker. 
LB: Absolutely. 
DT: Well Pauline, this as always is an utter joy to visit and listen to your stories. And we really, really appreciate it. 
PW: Well thank you for choosing me. No my name will never go in lights, but I’m just one of the people that God has blessed. 18 
DT: Thank you. 
LB: And before we conclude, I just want to say that all of the women, the stories are the most meaningful to all of our audiences. The stories are much more, have stronger impact than any famous person could talk about. So I thank you too. 
PW: Well thank you Linda. At one time you think, oh I want to be a movie star. I want, yeah, I wanted to go on the stage and dance, because I had an ability to be quite limber and you know. But no. God didn’t plan that for me. He planned something else. 
LB: And it’s been a good journey for you. 
PW: Yes. And I don’t think it’s over. I have a little bit more to do. 
DT: Yes you do. Let’s see, how old are you right now? 
PW: I’m 93 and will be 94 in a few months. 
DT: In August. 
PW: Yes. 
<webb addon> 
PW: There’s a grave in our lot up in Radersburg and the man’s name is Parker. And you wondered how you got a Parker among all those Webbs. Well, when Grandpa Webb married into the <audio unclear> family, there’s a road named <audio unclear> in the <unclear> valley. There was one lady that married a man by the name of Parker. And things were a little rough for them, and so he went to California to see if he couldn’t find some gold and help boost their income. And he had two children at home. And the first year he sent money and letters. And the next year they got fewer and finally he didn’t send any, and he’d been gone about three or four years. And she wondered what happened to him, and so she sent her son to California to see if she couldn’t find him. When he got back, he came back, I don’t know how long he was there, but he came back, and she said, “Did you find him?” And he said yes. And she said, well tell me. And he said, “Mom I saw him on the street corner and I didn’t say anything to him because he was standing there with a lady with a baby in his arms.” And this was his brother that they put in that grave. He was also a friend of the family. So that’s why there is a Parker in the Webb <unclear>. 
That’s one of the stories. There are lots and lots of stories. They’re all about our lives. No, we’re not unique. We all have things that happen to us and we do the best we can with them. And that’s what happened with that one. 19 
My dad told me once, I was asking him questions about different things, genealogy. And he said, and pardon the word that I use, he said, “In everybody’s life there is a ‘nigger.’” At that time a “nigger” was something that wasn’t quite so good. Because they were slaves and we mistreated them and all of those things. And there are things in our lives that we are not very proud of. So that’s like being a politician. If you have anything bad in your life, they’ll find it and put it on TV and blow it out of proportion. And I think that’s why we don’t have a lot of good men running, is because we don’t have people who want all these things splashed all over the headlines. 
LB: And good women running. 
PW: Yes, there should be some good women too. As I said, behind every good man is a good woman.
