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Sue FitzGerald (SF): This is Sue FitzGerald. I am in Garfield County Nursing Home and I’m here today with Helen Gibbs. We’re doing, this history is being recorded on behalf of the oral history project, From the Ground Up: Montana Women and Agriculture, that is sponsored by the Montana Department of Natural Resources. How are you today, Helen?

Helen Gibbs (HG): Oh, I’m doing fine today.

SF: Good. Can you tell me about your childhood?

HG: Well, I guess I had a pretty uneventful childhood but I had a good one. I can’t think of anything in particular but there was always, it was country life and I could go outside and play whenever I wanted to, a pretty much had my own way about things I guess.

SF: Were you raised on a ranch in Garfield County?

HG: Yes, out in the Flat Creek country.

SF: Okay, the Flat Creek country, that’s in kind of the northeastern part of the county? 

HG: Yeah, that’d be sort of northeastern kind of. Yeah northeastern, that’s right.

SF: And, what is your ethnic background?

HG: Well it’s mostly Scotch, some Irish. My mother was definitely Scotch but she has some Irish too. And my dad was part Irish and part English. It’s just a mixture of everything.

SF: Can you tell me about your parents, their names and where they were from?

HG: Well my mother’s name was Nellie Milroy and she came from Scotland in 1898. She came from Glenn Luce, Scotland. My father came from Illinois, Litchfield, Illinois. He was born in 1897. 

SF: So how old was your mother when she came over from Scotland?

HG: Well she was only about two years old.

SF: So her parents brought her over.

HG: Oh yeah. Well her mother did. Her father was over here for a year before she came, before her mother and Mrs., I don’t know, a friend or neighbor. A friend. There was three kids I guess that came over with them. 

SF: Okay. So two women and three children. 

HG: I was always amazed at how those women just, how they got through. They came all the way across from Scotland in an old boat and they went through Ellis Island. They’d never been away from home before, but they found their way through Ellis Island and got on the train I guess and came out to Montana. I just, it always amazes me how they found their way. Because they were probably just as ignorant about traveling as I would be I guess.

SF: That’s quite an adventure. So her husband was in Montana?

HG: Yeah, he was already in Montana. He was over here, he came over here and herded sheep until, see in those days, people would come over from Scotland and herd sheep, and just take sheep in payment. Instead of wages they’d sheep. He came over and worked until he had a little band of sheep, him and his brother had a little band of sheep. Then he sent for his wife and kids.

SF: That would be quite an adventure. 

HG: Yeah, they were over in the Forysth country, Arnold’s Creek I think is the name of it.

SF: Okay. And then your father was from Illinois?

HG: Yeah he came from Illinois. His father died when he was quite young and his mother remarried. And they came, let’s see, I think he was probably about 10 or 12 years old when they moved out here to someplace south of Miles City. And then they, his mother and her husband are divorced, and she married, and she homesteaded over in the Flat Creek country. So he was, and then she homesteaded in about 1916 I think over in the Flat Creek country. 

SF: And then she raised her kids on her own?

HG: Yes.

SF: So do you know how your mom and dad met?

HG: Oh, well, he herded sheep I think, probably around the Big Dry. See she was Milroy  They lived over by the Big Dry country. I don’t know. They just met at street dances I suppose. I don’t know how they met really.

SF: Okay. And then you talked about your grandparents a little bit. Can you tell me any more about your grandparents?

HG: My grandparents from Scotland? Well, let’s see. He was, I remember he was called a shepherd in Scotland. They had a name for it, he was called a shepherd and she was called a milkmaid. I don’t know much, I think she was, I think her mother died when she was quite young and she was raised by somebody else. I never knew too much about her or our grandparents. They didn’t talk about themselves much. He came over, he came over here and herded sheep until he got some, him and his brother, until they got some a herd of sheep together and then they sent, or he sent for his wife and kids.

SF: That was very common wasn’t it.

HG: Yes, it was. 

SF: Okay. And how about your siblings? Who are your siblings, Helen?

HG: Oh I just had one sister and she died, when she was about 35 years old I guess. She had cancer.

SF: Oh, did she have children?

HG: No, she never married. She had cancer and she died of that.

SF: Okay. So you grew up, just you and your sister, and where did you go to school.

HG: We went to Flat Creek School.

SF: And how big of a school was that?

HG: Oh, sometimes there’s, most of the time there was about seven or eight kids. Sometimes, one year there was almost twelve, I think there was twelve kids. One teacher teaching all eight grades. But I guess we survived. Or she did anyway.

SF: How did you get to school?

HG: Oh I walked or they’d take me in the car. Sometimes I’d team a sled. We moved up to school in the winter time, moved to a house close to school in the winter time. I’d just walk from there to the schoolhouse.

SF: Did your mom move to that house too?

HG: Yeah, just my mother and my sister and I. And whenever, you know it was just something everybody did in those days.

SF: So your dad raised sheep. That was his occupation?

HG: Well my dad, my dad had sheep, mostly sheep. He had some cattle too. He had cattle and sheep both I guess.

SF: Do you remember what breed of cattle?

HG: Or there were the Herefords. All the white faces, or whatever they call them. I’ve heard Hereford white face.

SF: So what were some of your fond memories growing up?

HG: Oh I don’t know or remember. We lived on a coulee that was quite springy. I remember we could go down the coulee below the springs and always find arrowheads and stuff. Because there was, I always thought it was because there was water in that coulee and all the antelope and deer had congregated there, and then the Indians hunted them. That’s why we found so many arrowheads. I have quite a collection of arrowheads now. 

SF: Oh nice.

HG: That I found down there. I remember finding an old triceratops bone down there, a leg bone one time. I don’t know, fond memories. I guess I have so many of them but I can’t seem to think of any in particular.

SF: Is there anything that happened in your early years that really impacted your life?

HG: Oh, I don’t know. My mother, my grandmother she was sick at our place for a long time and then she died there. I remember, I think I was about two years old and I can still remember that and the funeral. She was buried, we have a little cemetery in that little place over there and she was buried there. I guess I’ll always remember that. Her laying there sick in bed for so long. She was a good person.

SF: Was she? 

HG: Uh-huh.

SF: What did you imagine life would be like when you became an adult?

HG: I never thought about it too much I don’t think. I guess I just thought I’d do the same thing my folks had done.

SF: Okay, well that’s interesting. That was probably quite common.

HG: I think that was real common probably. Everybody, they wanted to be a teacher or a nurse usually, but so many of them just ended up by getting married when they got through school.

SF: And did you want to be a teacher or a nurse, or did you want to be a farmer?

HG: No, I always kind of wanted to be a teacher but I never got around to go to school. I got a job, right out of school I got a job working at the courthouse. I always thought I’d just make enough money until I, then I’d go to school, teach at a normal school. But I don’t know, I just never got around to go back to school again.

SF: Okay, so you went to grade school on Flat Creek, a country school. Do you remember any teachers’ names?

HG: Oh yeah. Mrs. Deniger. She married, she’s Shirley Whiteside’s <name and spelling uncertain> mother. And then there was Ellie Crane and she married Roy Kerr. And her grandson, Ricky, I guess just lives here, or no. Yes, it’s her grandson who lives here in Jordan. Oh, there was Mrs. Turner. 

SF: Was that Lura Turner. 

HG: No that was a different Mrs. Turner. They lived down <unclear>. No Lara wasn’t too much other then I am, she was, no I knew her though. I can’t think of some of the other, oh, and Margaret Nelson. You probably knew her.

SF: Yes, I knew Margaret.

HG: Margaret, she was a really good friend too. She was my seventh and eighth grade teacher and she was always a good friend.

[bookmark: _GoBack]SF: And did they all live in the teacherage out at the country school?

HG: Yeah. Well let’s see. Margaret stayed and boarded with some neighbors close to the school and walked back and forth to school. Or maybe she did stay in the teacherage on or two years. I forget. I was in the seventh and eighth grade, and then she taught after I went to  high school. I can’t remember just where she lived then. She got married about then too, so. She married Jim Viall.

SF: Okay. Well the other day you told me a funny story about the toilet paper at the school.

HG: Oh I don’t know about that. I remember they built some new toilets and so they sent and got some real toilet paper. I always remember those little old squares. I didn’t know if I was supposed to just use one of them. 

SF: It was a bit of a novelty.

HG: It sure was. Otherwise it was always catalogs and peach wrappers and stuff like that.

SF: So where did you go to high school?

HG: In Jordan.

SF: Did you stay in the dorms?

HG: Yeah, I stayed in the dormitory all four years. That was, you know, that was something that every kid ought to do really, get away from home and have. They had some matrons there, that you learned a lot of things that you wouldn’t ordinarily.

SF: Like what sort of things?

HG: Oh, for one thing, setting the tables and washing dishes and washing floors, mopping floors. We did all of our own work. There was a cook there but we always had to wash the dishes. There was a cook and matron, and we had to do all of the other work ourselves.

SF: So everyone had their chores.

HG: Yeah, they had their different chores. Some of them mopped the floors, the kitchen and dining room floors, and dust things and clean the steps, the stairways and everything.

SF: And did you have a roommate?

HG: Oh yeah. I had, at one time, there was so many kids staying at the dormitory we had to, there were about fifty-some kids staying at the dormitory and we had to have as many as four people in one room at that time. But usually there was just two to a room. And it was nice. It was the good. The girls had the upper floors and the boys had the ground floor.

SF: And then did you go home on weekends?

HG: I did when the roads were all right, when we could. Otherwise, we would stay on the weekends.

SF: And what was school like?

HG: I don’t know. I think it was probably about the same as.. of course I went to school during the world war and there was a storage of teachers, and just, I don’t know, a shortage of everything. I think the best they could. I know they did the best they could, but the school was pretty .. some of the older kids were gone, got drafted into the service before they graduated. I guess they were kind of behind in school or something. Some of the seniors. They got drafted before they graduated from high school. Or else they enlisted or something, I don’t know just what it was. But I know that there wasn’t very many boys left in senior class.

SF: Okay. Did you have like a home economics class?

HG: Yeah, that was, I didn’t take any of that, but yeah that was real good.

SF: Okay. And what activities were you involved in in high school?

HG: Oh nothing much. Mostly just, I can’t think of anything in particular that I was involved in.

SF: Okay. Did you have school dances?

HG: Once in awhile. Not very often. It was during the war, we didn’t have, no we didn’t have school dances that I can think of right now. There just wasn’t much for, there wasn’t any dances. There was roller skating up at the hall once in awhile and movies. We had a movie theatre. Everything was pretty, you know it was kind of make do. 

SF: During the war?

HG: During the war. All four years I went to high school it was on.

SF: So do you have any particular fond memories of high school?

HG: Oh yeah. I always liked high school. I enjoyed the getting away and seeing something besides the ranch. Let’s see, I was trying to think of something that we did, but I can’t think of anything in particular right now.

SF: Okay. And then after graduation from high school you got a job at the courthouse?

HG: I worked at home during that first summer. Then I got a job at the courthouse in the fall and that was kind of nice. One of my friends that I graduated with, her and I, she was working at the hospital and so we got a little house down there and just kept house for ourselves. It was kind of fun.

SF: I bet it was fun. Was that for just a year? How long?

HG: Oh no. I must have worked for about, let’s see, I think I worked for 17 years in Jordan. I always worked at the courthouse, as county assessor for I think about 12 years and the other five years was I just clerked in the office. But then I had to run for the county assessor’s job, I think two or three times, I forget how many times. But I never had any opposition so I made it.

SF: Okay, Helen. Tell me about meeting your husband.

HG: I guess I knew him, I don’t remember where I did meet him. I guess I’d known him most of my life. I guess the first time I remember seeing him was at my grandfather’s place. Him and his dad came over to pick up some sheep or something. I met him then. I guess I met him at different houses. He went to work in Miles City for quite awhile and went to the, was in the Navy for several years. So we weren’t married until I was, we’re about the same age, and, oh I don’t know, I think we were married in `59, 1959. 

SF: And so him name was John.

HG: John Gibbs.

SF: And what were his parents’ names?

HG: Roy and Nora Gibbs.

SF: Roy and Nora Gibbs. I don’t know if I even asked you what year you were born or your date of birth or anything.

HG: Oh I was born in 1928. August 19th, 1928, in Jordan, Montana, here.

SF: And your given name was?

HG: Helen Ann.

SF: Okay. Let’s see. Tell me about your early life as a young couple, once you and John were married.

HG: Oh I worked for, let’s see, I worked for about three years I think. Then we had, let’s seem we had one baby that died, he died at birth, a stillbirth. And then there was, Philip was born. I quit working after, before Lynn was born. And I never worked any more. <name spellings uncertain>

SF: Did you live in Jordan then when you were first married?

HG: Oh I lived in Jordan and drove back and forth. I mean, I lived in Jordan during the week and drove home on the weekends. 

SF: To the family ranch?

HG: Yeah.

SF: And this was the Gibbs ranch?

HG: Yes. Him and his brother and his dad, they all worked together out there.

SF: What was John’s brother’s name?

HG: It was Gerald <spelling uncertain>

SF: Oh, Gerald is John’s brother.

HG: Gerald and David.

SF: Okay, and David was his father?

HG: No, Roy was his father.

SF: Roy was his father. Sorry. So his brothers were Gerald and David.

HG: Yes, that’s the ones that were home. Then he had two other brothers, Leroy and Francis. And a sister, Betty. 

SF: Okay. So there were five boys and Betty.

HG: No, there are four boys and Betty I think. Let’s see. There’s Francis and David and John and Gerald and Leroy. There’s five boys and a girl I guess.

SF: Okay. So after you had Philip, you quit working and moved home to the ranch full time.

HG: You know, just before Lynn was born I moved home.

SF: So what year was Philip born? 

HG: He was born in 1959, January of `59. And then Mary Lynn <spelling uncertain> was born in 1980 I guess. 

SF: Was it 1962, maybe?

HG: Oh, I guess that’s right.

SF: In July of 1962. Then your next one was...

HG: James. Jim. He was August 5th, then Lee.

SF: August 5th, 1963.

HG: Yeah. And Lee was born November 5th, 1965. And Tom was the name of the boy that was stillborn. 

SF: In 1959.

HG: Uh-huh. Oh wait a minute. I lied to you about Philip’s age. He was born in `61. Thomas was born December 28th, 1959, and Philip was born in January 12th, 1961.

SF: Where were  your children born?

HG: In Jordan here. 

SF: Okay, do you remember the doctor?

HG: Dr. Ferrand <name and spelling uncertain>

SF: Dr. Feernd delivered all of yours?

HG: Uh-huh. In fact, they were all born over here in what is the courthouse now.

SF: Really, not too far from where you live now.

HG: In fact, I think it was back where the sheriff’s office, I think they made the delivery room into the sheriff’s office.

SF: That’s pretty interesting. What were the significant events that impacted your life during your ranching years?

HG: Significant events? Oh, I don’t know.

SF: World War II was over. 

HG: You mean national event?

SF: Or events, local events, anything...

HG: Gee, I can’t think there were so many significant events. I can’t think of anything in particular. I guess there must of, there’s the Vietnam War I guess. I think the Vietnamese war I think was... well let’s see, I can’t think of anything in particular that happened.

SF: What year did the first man walk on the moon? That was probably?

HG: I don’t when that was.

SF: I don’t remember either. Did you have a television at home?

HG: No, we never had television until, oh, I’d say until about 1990 or so. We never, we just couldn’t get television out in the Flat Creek country, or out in the, what would you call that? Gibb’s country.

SF: Where Philip lives now?

HG: Yeah, where Philip lives now. They did get a translator up in the, oh, that big butte between Miles City and Jordan. Let’s see, what is that? I can’t think of the name of that butte. They did have a translator up that every once in awhile you could get a little moving picture off of it. But it wasn’t very good. 

SF: How about radio?

HG: Yeah, radio is real good. I always had good radio. I listen to radio. I never really had too much interest in television I guess.

SF: How about any stories about parenting? With three boys and a girl, I’m sure you have some.

HG: Oh, I suppose I have, but I can’t think of anything in particular about them. They were pretty good kids but they spent an awful lot of times outside and lots of times I think they probably did lots of things I didn’t know anything about. They were pretty good kids I think. I never had too much trouble with them anyway. They always had to work. Seems like there was always work for them, lambing and calving. Then there was always some hired men around that helped that they liked to follow around too. I don’t know, it seemed like all the hired men we ever had seemed to like kids and the kids liked them.

SF: Good. I bet they did. Did your kids go to a country school for grade school? 

HG: Uh-huh, they did. I guess they all went to, well Lee went on the bus to seventh and eighth grade. But otherwise they all went to the country school until through the eighth grade.

SF: Did they go to the Van Norman School?

HG: Oh, they called the Flowing Wells School.

SF: Flowing Wells.

HG: Uh-huh. It’s been closed up for years now.

SF: Is that that red building there by the highway?

HG: Well it’s across from Fraday’s. Yeah, uh-huh. I didn’t know whether it was still there or not any more. I haven’t, is it still there? I can’t remember.

SF: I think it is still there. 

HG: There’s a big old house some neighbors used to live there too, close by. I was thinking that something happened to that school but maybe not. I guess it’s probably still there.

SF: Okay. They went to high school in Jordan? 

HG: Yeah, they rode the bus into Jordan about that time. About the time Lee was in the seventh grade, they got a bus route out there so they rode the bus then. 

SF: Do you have any grandchildren?

HG: Oh yeah, I guess I must have about ten of them. But they’re all grown, they’re getting grown up. Got jobs of their own. Let’s see, one of them is a teacher. And Sarah’s, I still call it home ec teacher over at Glasgow.

SF: And Sarah is Lynn’s daughter? The oldest?

HG: Her oldest daughter, uh=huh. 

SF: And Alex? <spelling uncertain>

HG: Alex is the next one. I don’t know for sure what she’s doing right now. I think she’s working for a veterinarian down South Dakota. She was working at the ASC office I think but I don’t know why she quit. She wants to be outside. 

SF: I guess so. They are outdoor kids.

HG: You probably knew her, didn’t you?

SF: Yes I knew her a little bit, yeah. And then Pete. What is Lynn’s youngest doing?

HG: I guess he’s a diesel mechanic or something. He, they sent him back to some place in Nebraska to take some training last summer, but I think he’s home now and working in Glendive in diesel work.

SF: And Philip has one daughter, Cynthia, and she is a sophomore in high school?

HG: No freshman. Let’s see, I guess, Sarah has one little girl, but otherwise I guess there’s no other kids.

SF: Does Jim have any kids of his own?

HG: Yeah Jimmy has three of his own. They live over by Fort Peck, close to Fort Peck. 

SF: Okay. Then how about Lee. Does he have kids?

HG: No, he married a woman who has two kids, but they’re grown. Her girls are grown up. No they don’t have any kids.

SF: So you have grandkids and one great-grandchild. Nice. Okay. How about your ranch life. What was early ranch life like?

HG: It was a lot of hard work. Everything was done, we didn’t have much mechanical machinery around there. We got more tractors and things later on.

SF: Did you use a herder for your sheep or was your ranch pretty well fenced?

HG: It was pretty well fenced, oh yeah. We never had a herder.

SF: Did you have much problems with predators? Like coyotes or fox?

HG: Oh, not too much in the early days when I was first, because we had a lot of predator control then. But now we don’t have near as much as we used to have. And so the coyotes are, in fact a lot of people are selling their sheep because they can’t get, they can’t stand to see them dead.

SF: Yeah, the predators get them. So what predator control that you used, like DDT or?

HG: Yeah, 1080. And I had two or three hunters and I had trappers. I had about three trappers I think and the 1080. All that sure controlled the coyotes and foxes.

SF: Was there other wildlife in abundance? Mule deer or whitetail?

HG: No there wasn’t really. There was always antelope around this country, but I’d never seen a deer till I was in high school. The first deer I ever saw, I suppose I was a junior in high school. I was going home, my dad was taking me home for the weekend, and I remember we stopped at a gate and a deer jumped over the fence.

SF: That’s interesting. Do you remember any wild birds, like pheasants?

HG: Oh I don’t remember pheasants. I don’t think they ever moved in until, I was probably married before I ever saw a pheasant. There was always, we called them sage hens, sage grouse, whatever. There was always them around, quite a few of them. And we used to eat them sometimes. We’d finally manage to find some and they were pretty good. But there was quite a few of them. And there was antelope. There’s always antelope and sage grouse. I guess that was about all of the wildlife around though. 

SF: Coyotes would get everything else. Is there such a thing as a typical day in your life, in your ranch life?

HG: Oh I don’t think so especially. I always got up and cooked breakfast, and people would eat breakfast then they’d just scattered out to whatever they had to do. Most of the time, I would fix lunch and supper, I always had a big supper. But I don’t know, sometimes we had hired help. There was a little more cooking to do then. 

SF: Did you have chickens and a milk cow?

HG: Had chickens. I never did have milk cows. Pretty much I never learned how to milk. It just seemed to me like a waste of time. It was a lot easier to buy the milk.

SF: What do you enjoy most about that ranching lifestyle? Or what did you enjoy most?

HG: Well I don’t know, I suppose that you’re your own boss. You could do as you pleased. I think that was it. Oh, I don’t know, I just enjoyed my family. I can’t think of what I enjoyed most. I always like lambing and calving, thought it was interesting, but it sure was a lot of work too.

SF: Did you help with the lambing?

HG: Oh, yeah. We always did that. Women always helped with the lambing and calving and stuff. Yeah, we used to shed lamb, so there was always buckets of water to carry and feed to carry into them.

SF: Okay. So some of your favorite activities were lambing and calving. Are there any others that come to mind?

HG: Activities? I mean, I was working and that was, well I enjoyed cooking and taking meals out to the field for everyone. It was always nice to take meals out to the field for whoever was working the tractors. And then, you just got to see everything that was going on. It’d break the monotony I guess. Kind of like a picnic I guess. Like a picnic to take lunch out to somebody working in the field.

SF: So you raised crops as well?

HG: Oh yeah. Yeah we always raised crops. Raised hay especially. We didn’t buy much feed. It was just mostly what was raised. And we did a little of everything on that place. 

SF: So do you remember getting your first tractor or?

HG: Oh no. John had two tractors when we got married. They were in kind of a partnership, Gerald and him and David. In a partnership for years and then they finally split up. They had their own business. 

SF: What was a significant challenges of the days, those days?

HG: Oh gee. I don’t know. Poor calf crops I guess, I mean poor calf prices. I don’t know. Challenges? Winter weather. Seems like the winters were worse then than they are now, or maybe we have better ways of getting around now than we did then. But winter weather could be awful bad. And then it was hard to get, we didn’t have four-wheel drive pickups and tractors and what not like they do now. It was just a lot harder feeding cattle, just a lot harder feeding. Those four-wheel drive tractors and pickups are something really great.

SF: Did you have to chop ice in reservoirs in the winter for watering the cattle?

HG: Oh yeah, quite a bit. And then we, in later years though we had a lot, quite a lot of pipeline laid, water line laid, and that sure helped a lot. To begin with we had to chop to ice, and sometimes you couldn’t find any water, it was frozen. 

SF: So, you seem quite connected to the land. How would you explain that to someone who has never lived on a ranch?

HG: I don’t know how I would. How would I explain...

SF: The ranch life.

HG: Well I think there’s more variety to it that there is to town life. In a way you’d think there’s more to do in town, but I think there’s more variety out at the ranch really. There’s always something new; when you’re working with livestock, there’s always something new coming up. Sometimes it’s good and sometimes it’s bad. And farm life, on farms there’s so many things to think about. I don’t know. There’s quite a bit more variety I think.

SF: Are there any areas on your ranch that are significantly special to you?

HG: I guess there are several. Quite a few of them. I remember there’s one place where I guess they used to have some burial grounds, Indian burial grounds. My mother’s, see we had a place right close to where my mother was raised, and she remembers when they used to see Indian bones laying on the banks around, a few bones here and there. But she found, or her brothers had found some beads and things left with them. I have a couple of the beads, I still have a couple of the beads that they had. That they had found. These Indians were just laid out on the rock shelf in the open. I don’t think there are even any bones left when they were there, but some of the beads and things were still there. 
And then, that was one place. And then oh, let’s see. There was some rocky hills I sure enjoyed. Teepee and Shepherds monuments I guess they call those rock pillars. We had a couple of them. Oh, there’s just, and oh back in the backyard, in the back of what would you call it? The badlands I guess. There was, kind of nice country. 

SF: Yeah, those badlands are beautiful.

HG: Yeah they are.

SF: From the beginning until now, what changes have you seen?

HG: Oh boy, there’s no comparison nowadays to what it was then. Livestock is altogether different, new breeds of cows and so many new breeds, different breeds. I don’t think you’d ever find an old Herford anymore. And oh, let’s see, the machinery is so much different. We never had 4-wheelers or 3-wheelers, or anything like that. In fact, four-wheel drive pickup was new, we never had one of them until early `50s or early `60s I guess. Yeah we never had any four-wheel drive outfits until the early `60s. 

SF: Was a lot of the work done horseback?

HG: Yeah, quite a bit. Yeah most of it was done on horse. In the early days it was all done on horseback. 

SF: Tell me about your views about conservation and ranching. 

HG: I guess what I think that helped most than anything else was the water lines that people put in. That helped more than anything else to scatter the livestock out. Of course, we had to have electricity to pump the water, so electricity was probably one of the first things. Electricity and then the watering lines. That was probably the most help than anything else. And of course the reservoir. I don’t know what we would have done without the reservoirs. You know, the conservation. We never did too much as far as land conservation I don’t think. We always saved winter pastures and summer pastures, and  kind of rotated our livestock around, but I guess that’s about the size of it. 

SF: Did you run your sheep and your cows together in the same pasture?

HG: Oh yeah. We did in later years. When we had, in the early years when we had to kind of herd them, I mean before John and I were married, they always, when they had to herd them I guess they didn’t run them in the same pastures. But anymore, after...

SF: So the pipelines really helped, and probably, did you drill any extra wells once you started putting in pipelines?

HG: Yeah. Well I can only think of one that we especially had drilled. But when the seismographers left, we got them to leave a couple of wells uncapped and so we used them. There was two or three wells around the seismographers drilled, just flowing wells. One of them was a flowing well, and I guess it’s still running. I don’t know. Yeah, I think there were a couple of other drilled wells that we had. Before we were married they had a couple of wells drilled. But there’s about three different seismograph wells I think. 

SF: Those really help, don’t they?

HG: Oh they do.

SF: Okay, so do you want to tell me a little bit about your retirement?

HG: My retirement? It’s just since I’m in this old folks home I guess, my retirement. I had a stroke so I had to, oh I never did, after Philip and Karen got married I never did too much out there. But then I had the stroke, so I’m retired now.

SF: And you bought a house in town.

HG: Yeah. Yeah I lived in it for about three or four years I guess before I had to come down here.

SF: To the nursing home. So Philip has taken over the family ranch, and will this be the third generation on the ranch?

HG: Let’s see, there was Jay, Roy, then Jimmy, Gerald and John, yeah I guess he’d be the third generation. I guess that’s right.

SF: That’s pretty cool, three generations.

HG: In fact, when I think of my folks’ old homestead over there, I still have it too. I guess we’re the only, I’m the only one that’s ever, besides my folks, I’m the only one that’s ever owned it. 

SF: Do you lease that out, Helen?

HG: Not really. Philip takes livestock over there in the summertime and brings them home in the wintertime.

SF: Okay. So it’s kind of part of the whole ranch that Philip has.

HG: Yes. Oh Philip’s and Lee’s. Lee has an interest in that ranch out there too. Well all the kids sort of have an interest in it, but Philip is the one who takes care of it. But he takes care of the Hammond <spelling uncertain> Ranch. It’s about twenty miles north of where he lives now.

SF: Okay, and it’s in Garfield County?

HG: Oh yes it’s in Garfield County.

SF: And it’s referred to as the Hammond Ranch?

HG: I guess so. 

SF: Well what legacy do you hope to leave with your children?

HG: Oh I don’t know. I just hope, they are good honest kids. I just hope they are. I don’t know what legacy I’d say. I don’t have much to leave them.

SF: Well I know two of your kids really well, and I think they are very good honest kids. They are hard working. All four of them are hard working.

HG: I guess that, I think their father probably taught them more than I did about working.

SF: Well I think you probably taught them lots too. What are some ideas about how ranchers and nonranchers can better understand each other?

HG: Some ideas? I don’t know. Out in this country I think farmers and ranchers and town people understand them pretty well. But I suppose any strangers coming in here hunting or something, I think the hunters, I suppose they could, it seems like they kind of think they own the place when they come around. That we owe them the right to hunt on our own place and everything. 

SF: So maybe they don’t really respect private property?

HG: No they don’t, a lot of them don’t. 

SF: What does it mean to you to be part of an oral history project that captures the contributions of Montana ag women?

HG: How was that?

SF: I was just wondering, what does it mean to you to be part of this oral history project that captures the contributions of Montana ag women?

HG: I’m kind of proud that you asked me to do this. It makes me feel good. 

SF: Well I thought a lot about, when I could only do one for the project, you know I thought it was an important decision. And I think about women in agriculture and your daughter Lynn, you know my understanding is that she runs the farm, and she is the primary decision maker. And that’s quite an accomplishment too, to raise a daughter who can run her own farm. 

HG: Yeah, she had to work hard at home. When she was a kid, she had to work. She always kind of wanted to work outside though. She likes the work better I think, outside better than she does housework. I think she likes it better.

SF: Yeah, I think your right about that. Any parting words, Helen? Or any advice to the next generation?

HG: No, I just, I don’t, I guess there’s been, life changes and everything. It isn’t the same now as it used to be and it will be different in another ten years or twenty years from now. Everything will be different. No, I just hope I haven’t hurt anybody’s feelings or anything about anything I’ve said. But I just haven’t any advice for anybody.

SF: You’ve seen a lot of changes, and like you say, we’re going to see more changes. 

HG: I can see the change in Jordan here. When I first came to Jordan, there wasn’t a tree in town I don’t think. And now you can’t believe how many. It’s been how many years ago, and now you can’t believe how many trees there are here and people. Well I guess I don’t know why but, unless it’s because they put the water system in in Jordan. Otherwise there was just, everybody had their own well. But I’ve seen so many changes in Jordan since I first moved into Jordan. There wasn’t a tree in town hardly and now there’s all kinds of trees growing everywhere. And yards, people take care of their yards now; used to be they were just dry gravel yards.

SF: Sure. Maybe people have more leisure time with all the technology.

HG: Well they might have more leisure time, but I think that putting city water in was the main thing that helped. And then REA, and that’s another thing we never mentioned was when the REA and telephone system came through Garfield County. It made such a big change in this county. It was the main thing that, I never thought to mention that, it was the main thing that made everything easier for everybody.

SF: Do you remember getting electricity when REA came through? 

HG: Oh yeah, I sure remember that. We had, in fact, before REA came in we didn’t even have refrigeration hardly. They just had an <unclear> plant up here in Jordan with a little generator. You couldn’t run a refrigerator or anything like that. A light bulb was about all.

SF: So what did you do on the farm for refrigeration?

HG: Oh, we just didn’t have anything. Some people put up ice. In the winter time they’d cut ice in the reservoirs and store it. It’d last through most of the summer. We never, I can’t think of what we did do until we got it. Of course we had REA when I was first married, but before that I guess, I don’t know, people just used canned goods and they never, their milk would sour before, it wouldn’t last for 24 hours. We just didn’t have any fresh fruits or didn’t have anything fresh. Canned beans and canned vegetables and meat. Didn’t have any fresh meat, very seldom. Like chicken or something that we’d eat right away. But we never had any fresh meat until winter time. Oh we could come to town and buy a big cake of ice that would last for a couple of days maybe. No, I don’t know, we got by all right. Can’t remember just how we did. 

SF: Yeah that’s significant, not having refrigeration.

HG: I think of that, that was the main change in Garfield County was when they got telephone service and got REA. That was the biggest change more than anything, the biggest help.

SF: Did you have a phone on your ranch?

HG: I did. I guess phone service went through about the time we were married. I always had a phone out there anyway. Had a party line. That was pretty nice. I remember there were ten people on my party. 

SF: It kept life interesting. 

HG: That was good though.

SF: When I was a kid we had party lines. 

HG: You did? Over in?

SF: In Glasgow. Certain rings you would answer it.

HG: Oh yeah, I guess that’s right. I was up in Lewistown and somebody and the phone rang three times and she went and answered it. I remember, I forgot all about those party lines except out home. 

SF: Yeah, REA made a huge, it was a huge improvement.

HG: I don’t know what we did without it.

SF: So was a refrigerator one of the first appliances, electric appliances you got?

HG: Yes it was by far the first. Seems to me that my mother had, she had a, oh a propane refrigerator. I don’t know, understand how they work, but she had a propane one for a couple of years before they got electricity. I don’t know how the propane made things cold but it did.

SF: I don’t know either. So did you have a gas wood cook stove for quite awhile? I didn’t mean gas, I meant a wood cook stove.

HG: Oh yeah, when I was a kid we had a wood cook stove, wood and coal. Then it was heated by, but we also had kerosene stoves, ranges, oh I don’t how to explain them. There’s about two burners, two or three burners, and these kerosene stoves that they used. We had kerosene rune through a pipeline or sort of line, and wicks, you lit them on fire. I don’t know just how they worked but we always had them. In fact I lived up in Fellman’s cabins at one time when I was working in town here, and we had kerosene stove up there. Let’s see, there were three burners I think, I can’t remember. it was nice. We thought we really had something, and especially in the hot weather when we could use that instead of starting the stove.

SF: Heating up the whole house.

HG: You must remember those kerosene stoves, don’t you?

SF: No. You know we always lived in town and we always had electricity. So, maybe the kerosene camp stoves. 

HG: That’s what I’m thinking of, it’s the same thing. 

SF: Okay. I remember those. Yeah, I can’t imagine life without electricity or a refrigerator.

HG: Yeah, I can’t now either, but we got by. 

SF: And I hadn’t really given thought to the meat issue. You know we eat meat everyday. We eat beef almost every day.

HG: Yeah, fresh meat. We never had any fresh meat except in the summertime or in the fall, except once in awhile when we’d kill a chicken and cook it or something. 

SF: Did you or your mom can meat?

HG: Yeah, she did. I don’t remember too much, she never canned too much. Before I was around much I think she used to can beef. They’d butcher a beef in the winter time and she’d can most of it for the summer time. Yeah, she did that and I remember canned meat was really good too.

SF: Yeah, my mom canned meat. I wish I did because it’s so convenient.

HG: Yes, it is. You sure have to watch it and be careful.

SF: That you get it pressure-cooked. 

HG: Yeah that’s right.

SF: Well Helen this has been very interesting. And I sure appreciation you consenting and taking part.

HG: I don’t think I ever, I don’t think I really told you much.

SF: I think it was very interesting.
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