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Interviewer: I’d like to know about you childhood. What are things that stand out to you from your childhood?

Donna: Well I think maybe the thing about my childhood is freedom. I was a tomboy, and I had a little pony named Rasmus, and I spent hours and hours off by myself riding around, and my poor mother was petrified of horses, and I think about how loving it was of her to let me go out and ride around all day long and I knew she was worried the whole time, because she wasn’t comfortable with horses, and I just had a wonderful childhood.

Interviewer: That’s great

Donna: I’d be off all day long exploring with me and my horse.

Interviewer: So did your siblings go with you too?

Donna: No, no, I usually had to ride alone. They weren’t much into it. I was always sort of a solitary rider. They rode horses a little, but not usually with me.

Interviewer: That was pretty brave of your mom.

Donna: Yes, not knowing whether I was coming back or not. 

Interviewer: Or where to look for you. 

Donna: I remember stopping the horse, and I’d get off and I’d lie on my back and look at the clouds. I had a very easy childhood.

Interviewer: I’m sure you worked too, didn’t you?

Donna: Oh, I don’t know, probably tried getting out of it as much as I could.

Interviewer: What is your ethnic background?

Donna: My mother’s side, they were Dutch and German. My paternal side, they were German and Polish.

Interviewer: Tell me about your parents.

Donna: Well Mom and Dad, Mother was a like so many of the women that came into this country as a school teacher, and she came home with Hilda Gummer from college, and that’s how she met my dad. He was Hilda’s neighbor. So she finished college at Havre, got a teaching job at Lothair and quit and got married by Christmastime that year. But the interesting part of it was that her mother had worked so hard to educate her daughters that mother would not tell her mother that she got married because she knew how upset her mother would be because Gramma Rue(?) worked in town and grew a big garden and sold vegetables and everything to put her daughters, she believed very much in education. So mother wrote her a letter to tell her that she got married, and I always think that is so funny that she would have the courage to go get married and then write her mother a letter. And I guess grandma finally reconciled herself to it after she met Dad. She felt very strong about women in education which I think in that time was really progressive, and she was a very good business woman, Grandma Rue was. I think about the sacrifices, you know and mother talked about her mother remaking her sister’s maternity clothes for college clothes for her. I mean they were very, very poor, and that was a very big thing to our grandmother, and I think it was very unusual for a woman of that day and age.

Interviewer: Oh it was. It was.

Donna: She had to quit school when she was in the third grade.

Interviewer: Oh wow.

Donna: So she had really taught herself a lot of things. She was a self-taught woman, but wanted more for her daughters, and both of them became teachers. Mother’s sister taught until she was quite elderly and before she retired from teaching in California. She (mother’s sister) was so frightened, her and her boyfriend, (but Grandma Rue, they knew she’d be upset just after she got her education), so they dated for 10 years before they got married.

Interviewer: Oh wow. That’s a lot of courtship!

Donna: Grandma must have had quite a bit of influence on mother, but I still amazed mother had the courage. She wanted to get married to Dad bad enough she went ahead no matter how mad her mother would be at her.

Interviewer: Tell her later, then they can’t do anything. 

Donna: She saw her older sister after being engaged so long, I guess she decided she was going to do it different.

Interviewer: I don’t blame her. I don’t blame her. What about your father?

Donna: Well Dad, he just went to school here in Chester. He never went on and just came back and farmed on the family farm. Dad was a born farmer. 

Interviewer: That was probably the best thing he could have done.

Donna: That was his happiest life, and you know my siblings later on in life they’d say “Why don’t you go to Arizona? Why don’t you do this and that?” And Dad just wanted to farm, that’s all he ever wanted to do. He was a perfectly happy man.

Interviewer: That’s great. That is the kind we need around here. What about your grandparents?

Donna: Now the grandparents, by the time I was of age, both of my grandparents had passed away, so I didn’t get to know them. I heard lots of interesting stories from both my grandmothers and it was very interesting, because Grandmother Stubbe who believed in the education and had had a very difficult time because of the time that they were farming in Wesby. It was very drought stricken and so they were always scrimping and saving, and I think Grandmother Fritz had some of the same background, but the good years came here before. But it was interesting the stories they each would tell about the homesteader days. And one was much more optimistic that the other grandmother. She would remember the happy times you know, how they would walk across to the neighbors and then the prairie was so still and she tells about they would walk across, and they would be singing, and then they would go to the neighbors and play cards, and then they would walk back in a matter of two or three miles to the neighbors place. She always told us about the good times, and the other grandmother, it was always the difficult times, so we sort of got both sides of the slant of what it was like.

Interview: Isn’t that amazing, it just depends on you outlook, doesn’t it?

Donna: Oh, yes and Grandmother Fritz, Grandpa Fritz had to leave the farm in the tough times and went and worked on the railroad, so she stayed home and she had two boys, Dad and Leonard were each a year apart and then she was pregnant with her third child. She’d tell me stories of working the field. She’d have Dad and Leonard in a box at the end of a field. She’d threaten them to tell them to be sure to stay there. And by the time she got around, they were starting to get out again and she would have to get after them again, but here she was pregnant and out working the fields. She saved the farm that way, or they would have lost it. She was 16 when she got married and had babies right away, so she was like 19 or 20 years old when all this was going on, and her family all had homesteads next to them, and when the hard times came, they all left. And she told me about her sister Mary stopped and said “You need to come back with us.” Her family begged her to go, but she wanted to stay, and I think, what strength was that what character to be a young woman with two kids and pregnant and your husband gone to stay on to stay out there on that farm, and she remembered the happy times.

Interviewer: Isn’t that amazing? If it wasn’t for the fortitude of some of those people, we probably wouldn’t be here.

Donna: Oh, no, it’s just amazing to me that she would do that that young when everybody else was leaving, her whole family, her mom, her dad, her sister. She said they were on Eagle Creek there, and she said the family said, “The Indians won’t bother you.” She said, “they never bother, they come and look through the window sometimes.” But she said they never bothered her.

Interviewer: Isn’t that great, because you always hear those stories!

Donna: I know because wouldn’t you have been scared? 

Interviewer: I know I would have been.

Donna: I had some interesting grandmothers. Both of them were really strong women.

Interviewer: That’s why you are the strong character you are, able to stay on the farm on your own because of them?

Donna: I guess I am the younger generation, still staying here when everybody left.
Interviewer: Tell me about your siblings.

Donna: Well I have a sister, and she’s retired now and lives in Arizona, and then one brother’s actively farming south on my mother and dad’s farm, and then I have a brother who is a real estate agent in Butte, and his son is farming and ranching out of Cut Bank, north of Cut Bank.

Interviewer: What was it like growing up?

Donna: Well, I had a very good life growing-up, I mean everything revolved around the farm though. I mean my parents weren’t people to do much leisure. Once a year Dad’s idea of a family trip, the only family trip we ever took in our whole lives is we’d get up at five o’clock and go to Glacier Park and we’d stop at Lake McDonald Lodge, and Dad would say “Don’t order ketchup, because you might spill it.” And we’d go and eat dinner and turn around and be home by five o’clock, and he turn around and say, “now kids, wasn’t that fun?”

Interviewer: Once a year!

Donna: Once a year. That was our family outing. Everything revolved around farm work.

Interviewer: I think that was pretty much normal for that time.

Donna: I think so too. You know our parents were interested in us and what we were doing, but we weren’t the alpha and the omega.

Interviewer: Like it is now?

Donna: Making a living was the most important, getting the farm work done. Our lives evolved around the schedule of the farm.

Interviewer: They had to, I’m sure or you wouldn’t have made it. What were some of your fond memories?

Donna: Mainly my horses, I guess. I spent a lot of time on horses, and just being out in the country. I just liked it.

Interviewer: That’s great.

Donna: I was sort of a solitary child with a prairie, I guess.

Interviewer: But, you’ve been such a great role model for other women in this community, I think. I’ve been so impressed with the way you keep up with agriculture.

Donna: I think it is such an exciting time in agriculture, really. You think about the changes we’ve done even since Robert passed away, in the last few years how rapidly we are advancing. What an honor to be able to improve this land that we’ve been on all our lives to leave it better for someone else.

Interviewer: Isn’t that great, to think we make a difference now.

Donna: Leave your mark on the land in a better place than we inherited it. I just think Robert would have loved it too. There have just been so many advances in machinery and soil health.

Interviewer: And it just continues, doesn’t it.

Donna: There has always been that school kid in me that always loved learning, so it’s a perfect occupation for me. 

Interviewer: It is, because we have to keep learning all the time. Don’t we? That’s great. Was there anything that happened in your early years that impacted your life?

Donna: I don’t think so, that I can remember except that we really had a thing that you worked hard. The work ethic was very strong on our side of the family, and don’t spend, and work comes first, and always be careful in your personal spending.  That was always a message we got across. Things weren’t taken very frivolously.

Interviewer: That’s what has kept everybody here, hasn’t it? Being conservative.

Donna: And determination to make it through the bad years, you know. You have to be very conservative, financially, anyway.

Interviewer: What did you imagine life would be like when you became an adult?

Donna: I had every intention of becoming a medical doctor, and I wanted to go into medical missionary work, not religious missionary work, but medical missionary, and Albert Schweitzer and Tom Dooley were my heroes. I had every intention of becoming a medical doctor, and I never thought once about coming back to farm.

Interviewer: Really? Well you would have been good at that too.

Donna: I think my life would have taken a very different turn, that’s for certain.

Interviewer: So it was because of who you married?

Donna: When I met Robert, I use to tease him. I wanted him to come back and finish school because he had graduated from high school when he was 16. He was very smart, but sort of a trouble maker, as kids that are that way, a little too smart. He went to college a quarter, then he joined the Navy, so when he got out of the Navy he took a college placement test, and he could have gone in as a second semester Junior in college, so I said you come back and get your law degree, and I’ll become a doctor, and you can protect me in my malpractice suits. He wanted to farm, and he always wanted to raise a family on a farm and be together so that’s what changed my life. He worked road construction for seven years.
Then this place came up for sale, and Dad called us, and Dad borrowed us $14,500, and his dad borrowed us $5,000, and we had saved $8,000. And together with that, we had enough for a down payment on this small farm. They were redoing the spill-way at the dam, Tiber Dam, so he worked night shift down there, and then he worked some of my dad’s land in return for using Dad’s machinery. He would farm during the day, and then work down there at night, a very ambitious man. So that’s how our first years were spent. We had, what was it, six milk cows, and we sold milk to the neighbors. I raised chickens. We use to butcher 250 chickens a year and I would sell them cut, wrapped and frozen for $2.50, or was it $1.50, I can’t remember. I look back on that and I think, “Oh my gosh”.

Interviewer: It’s a lot of work!

Donna: And cleaning that separator every day. We had a separator for the milk, all those stainless steel little discs, you know, every day, but it was the happiest time of my life. It was a very good time.

Interviewer: Isn’t that neat that you can look back at it that way?

Donna: During the day doing it, wasn’t so happy, but I look back on it, and it was happy.

Interviewer: Some of those things fade a little, don’t they?

Donna: You just remember the good part. It’s like child birth. You just remember the good part.

Interviewer: And where did you go to grade school?

Donna: To grade school I went to North Lothair county school, and then when Bonnie I think was in the 7th grade, we moved into the Lothair country school, then when she started high school I would have been in junior high I went into Chester School.

Interviewer: What was school like for you?

Donna: I loved school, I mean I’ve always loved learning, and I just loved it.

Interviewer: That’s great.

Donna: I always wanted to keep learning all my life.

Interviewer: And you have! No matter where you live, you can learn, right? What activities were you involved with?

Donna: I tried band, but Mr V said I could probably spend my time better elsewhere. I’m not very musical like you guys are.

Interviewer: It’s practice, it’s all practice.

Donna: What did we have? We had a home economics club, and Glee Club, and typical classes, Latin. We had a Latin Club. They offered two years of Latin in Chester. I didn’t play sports because girls didn’t have much in the way of sports, but there was half-court basketball as I remember. Of course my dad didn’t believe in sports.

Interviewer: With farmers that didn’t mix very well.

Donna: No, but we were involved in 4-H. At school I remember being involved in Pep Club, what they called Glee club at that time, and in choir. For girls we had what was like FFA.

Interviewer: Was it FHA? Was it Future Housewives of America?

Donna: Yes, and then there was the Catholic Youth Organization. Mrs. Paxton, of course you didn’t go to school here, I don’t know if you remember her. She was the head of the Latin Club. That was quite a thing.

Interviewer: I have never heard of any schools that had Latin.

Donna: She taught it. I enjoyed foreign languages. I wish we could have had more opportunity, but then it’s probably best, I’m having a hard time pronouncing English. I can read it very fluently, but I can’t speak it quite as well.

Interviewer: That would have gone a long ways if you had become a doctor because a lot of medical terms are in Latin, aren’t they?

Donna: Right, I’d find it very helpful. I think nobody teaches Latin anymore.

Interviewer: No, you never hear of it. 

Donna: It was my favorite.

Interviewer: Yes, a lot of our language is based on it. It is kind of surprising. Tell me about your life today.

Donna: Well, my life is very different today because my husband passed away, and both my children have passed away. I’ve got two grandchildren from my daughter, who are now 20 and 25 who live out of state. So now I’m just very much involved with the farm. The farm is my life pretty much, and I thank heavens I have it, reason to get out of bed in the morning. So it’s very, very different. Nothing I ever would have expected. You know I often think back when I was 18 years old if someone said “This is how your life is going to end up”. I would have never believed it, but I’m lucky that my husband and I were able to build something that we were able to continue on. I feel really strongly about that. I feel strong about passing agriculture on into other families, because I’m afraid we are getting to see some of these big, corporate farms, and it’s a way of life, I think it’s pretty precious.

Interviewer: It is. I’m just amazed at your involvement, and you basically manage this farm on your own? Don’t you?

Donna: Well I’m happy I was involved in it from our early days. I was able when Robert passed away. Kyle, he leased a farm next to us when he was 19 years old, and farmed independently from us. So when our daughter died, we had an opportunity to buy a farm at Ethridge. We brought him in as a partner, but each of us running our own separate places. I was so thankful that I was financially and every other way involved in the farm, so when my husband passed, it wasn’t as traumatic as it can be for some people. Because I had already been in that position, I could just take over. But I think a lot of that was from the examples from my mother, because that is the way she and Dad did the farming. He did all the outside stuff, and she did all the bookwork. I can remember my dad coming and asking her if he could afford to buy a combine, and he went by what she said. So when I look back on it, I never thought about it too much until today. Back to my grandmother’s generation, we were all pretty involved people with the land. So I guess it was an environmental influence too. That’s what she would do, and I can’t imagine doing anything else. I just can’t imagine.

Interviewer: It’s just great that you ended up doing something that you love.

Donna: I do, and how lucky I am. I could be in a very different position. A lot of widows are left in a very different position.

Interviewer: Oh, I would say that the majority of them are not able to continue the farm.

Donna: And I think that’s what is hard to explain to people, the emotional attachment you get to it when you’ve been on the land so long. You have a feeling for it, an emotion. That’s what’s exciting to me, to pass it on better, to someone who is going to honor it, like we did. 

Interviewer: And I think you’ll find that, the person that is supposed to have your land someday.

Donna: Because I don’t want it to end up as somebody’s part of a bigger place. I want someone who can raise a family and children here, and have a good time like we did. I feel really strongly about it.

Interviewer: That’s great. What do you enjoy most about this life-style?

Donna: Well, that’s hard to say. There are so many things I enjoy about it. #1 –being your own boss. I enjoy the business part of it, but I also enjoy being out there working, spraying the crops, checking the fields. I sort of enjoy all of it.

Interviewer: You don’t mind harvest, or the late hours?

Donna: Harvest, I don’t really like to get dirty in the fields any more. I use to drive truck a lot. When I was younger I drove truck. It was so hot and sticky. I actually enjoy cooking at harvest, and just going around, and somebody needs to be checking which is going to what bin and taking samples to the elevators. Between taking meals out and taking charge of which crop is going where and going and getting samples so you know what you’re going to have available to sell, so I very busy. I don’t have to work out in the field anymore.

Interviewer: I don’t blame you.

Donna: It use to be that wheat was wheat, but in today’s market now you need to know what protein you’re going to have because sometimes during certain times of the years there’s better prices for certain proteins, and if you don’t know what you have in your bins, I say that harvest is one of the most important times to be on top of everything. I have all my bins measured so I know exactly how many bushels I have of what quality of wheat, so then I have a marketing plan and you are ready to go.

Interviewer: So the major crop you raise is wheat? Is it winter wheat or spring wheat?

Donna: Well actually it’s a mix. We’ve grown more winter wheat the last few years, and barley is a very close second. We’ve grown malt barley over at Ethridge. That’s a big crop for us.

Interviewer: You talked about starting some other crops too. What are those.

Donna: Yes, we’re starting into peas, and we’re going to try lentils this year, and we’re trying to explore certain pieces of ground that might use some cover crops. We’d like to get into more soil health, as much as we can. We’re sort of doing a long range plan on that.

Interviewer: Those of us at the conservation district are glad to hear that. You seem so connected to the land. How would you explain that to someone who doesn’t live this way?

Donna: I think what makes you connected is when you have struggled, and what I’ve seen the difference in farms that I know is the ones who have struggled to keep it are more attached to it than the ones who it came too easy. I think that is true of anything in life. There’s something about living, and making it your own. I feel really attached to my land. And I know you can’t control from the grave, but I’m going to do the best I can. I hope it’s in safe hands when I’m gone.

Interviewer: But you’ve setup a lot of parameters that are great for someone to follow. It’s a great path to follow. Are there any areas on your farm that are special?

Donna: I think mainly the farmstead. We use to have cattle as well. The second year after my husband passes away, I decided as my son wasn’t married and we didn’t have any heirs, why were we working so hard, so I sold the cattle part off. Since then I have been removing old barns and corrals. My grandchildren have an awful time with that, and I did too. But, it was like saying “good-bye” to that part and I did too, but it wasn’t efficient to keep those things I mean they were just going to deteriorate and go down, and it’s hard. I can’t say it’s easy, but I’m attached to most of the farmstead. The house is big for me by myself, but I don’t ever want to live anywhere else. I’ve had too many happy memories, so if there is one place, I think it is that because it sort of represents everything you’ve worked hard for. Some of the buildings are gone, but the memories are still there.

Interviewer: From the beginning until now, what are some of the biggest changes you’ve seen?

Donna: Oh, there have been so many changes. I think more so than anything is that we are looking at our soils and we are saying, “What can we do to improve them?” I think years and years ago, I never heard men talk about that at all, or farmers talk about it. It was just farming, and how can we get the most productivity, and nothing was about what are we putting back in. And now in recent years, we are starting to think that way. We are starting to think, “what are we doing to this ground long-term?” And it isn’t so much profitability anymore, it should be “what are we putting back into this ground?” How are we leaving it. I never use to hear that when we were young people farming it. It was just “how can we increase our productivity, how can we increase our profit?” that was so much more the emphasis, and that’s so refreshing. I just hear a lot of people saying, how can we leave the soil, how can we improve the soil? The education part has changed.

Interviewer: That has changed a lot, hasn’t it? Even in the last ten years that’s been huge.

Donna: That’s what I say. Even in the last few years, what a change! And I don’t know if it’s because the people love farming it that way of if it’s a sign of the times, but it’s a good sign.

Interviewer: It is, it is! I wish everyone would think that way. Tell me about your view on conservation in farming.

Donna: Well my view is that we do need to improve the soil, and not keep taking and taking. It’s like anything else in life, if you keep taking the well is soon dry. I’ve tried to incorporate in the farm some of the newer techniques, precision ag and soil testing. I’m real excited about the cover crops, and the peas and lentils that we are able to grow in this country. And I remember Mother, the last year of her life, she had me drive all around. She just couldn’t believe you could grow peas in this country. She would just be excited about it. I think that’s the way I feel. I’m just excited about the changes and the research stations. The farmers never use to talk about it. Just look what they have done with our varieties in our lifetime, our short lifetime. I’m very involved. I don’t miss any of the research days or anything like that. And people are starting to look at that more. Before it was, “oh those guys don’t know much”.  It’s a good time to be in agriculture.

Interviewer: Is retirement in your future?

Donna: No, I don’t ever want to retire, and that’s what Robert use to say too. Our long term plan was that we would travel. We wanted to see the world, maybe go two or three months out of the year, turn the cattle part of the operation over to our son, and maybe not work as much, but we always wanted to work.

Interviewer: That’s great isn’t it? If you love it, it’s not work is it?

Donna: I tried after he (Robert) passed away, then when Kyle passed away I went down to Arizona a couple times, I would pretend. I would say, “okay, I’m getting up and I’m retired this morning, so what am I going to do, and it was just unbearable. But I’m here at home, and I can go into that office and read about something, or I can be lining up what I’m going to plant for next year. I can’t imagine life retired. Maybe it’s because we never had enough hobbies when we were younger. I don’t know. We were just working so hard making a living we didn’t have time for too many hobbies, I guess we’d visit with neighbors.

Interviewer: But if you love it, it’s not work.

Donna: No it isn’t, and what a gift. I wish everyone could be happy at their work. You hear so many people so happy to retire. My dad wasn’t happy to retire. I’m not happy to retire. My mother farmed right up to the time she died. She leased it out just that one summer, and she never wanted to either.

Interviewer: That’s a great sign, isn’t it? It’s not just a job, it’s a lifestyle.  What do you see your future with your farm and the legacy that you leave?

Donna: That’s the thing I struggle with now. I’ve been trying to do some estate planning, so I hope to leave it to a young couple, and I am doing provisions if I die that it has to be sold to a young person to farm. I’m doing as much legally as I can to protect it, that it stays a family farm. I say you cannot control from the grave, but as my husband use to say, “none of us own this land. We use it while we are here, and we pass it on to the next person. My hope it that we can pass it in better condition to another family who can have the wonderful life that we did. That’s my goal.

Interviewer: What are some ideas on how farmers and non-farmers can better understand each other?

Donna:  That’s an interesting one because I know even when you travel, the urban society has such a different idea of who we are and what we are. There’s always that prevalent idea of the farmer with the straw in his mouth and the bib coveralls on. Really, farming is business anymore. I think they underestimate our skills and intelligence. I don’t know how we are ever going to regain that because the farther they get away from that generation of farms, the less they understand about it. And it is frustrating, because almost every trip I’ve taken, you run into that. And even with my grandkids’ college age friends, they have a different idea. You know I think our farm organizations don’t do a good enough job. We do a lot of singing to the choir, but we don’t really put it out to where we need to, maybe a better job of publicity, more interaction. It’s exciting at Wheat Growers, there is a young woman who is blogging and using Facebook, trying to inform people more about what our lifestyle is really like. Of course they hear mainly about the subsidies and those kind of things that anger some of them, and my reply is: The American consumer is the most subsidized person in the world. Our airplanes are subsidized, the trains are subsidized, our schools for our children are subsidized, our colleges are subsidized, our hospitals are subsidized. You know we are all subsidized, and food is a pretty important part of that life too. I really think we need to do so much in the education field and interaction with urban areas. They are losing site of where everything comes from, and the total lack of understanding. I don’t know how people can be so progressive in their education, but when it comes to agriculture, they  think we are all back raising chickens and hogs, and very few of us do it anymore.

Interviewer:  A horse and a plow?

Donna:  It amazes me. We’re in a pretty intelligent world out here, and people know a lot of things, but why isn’t our information getting out?

Interviewer: They would be really surprised to see how we lived, wouldn’t they?

Donna:  Invariably I go through with people what we have. They want to know if I have chickens, and say, no, I haven’t had them for years. No one pretty much does that. I buy my food at the store like you do.

Interviewer: Yes, it’s just not efficient to have all those things like it once was.

Donna: Like it was when we started, you would just die laughing selling a chicken for $1.50. It wouldn’t buy you much.

Interviewer:  Even if you sold them for $6, it wouldn’t pay you to do it.

Donna:  And I think that is a big difference I see in agriculture, on bad years, you could sort of suck in your personal living expense, and that would help you get through the tough years, but you know now that is a pretty minute part of our budget in the overall farm. So you can’t make as much of a difference. You have to be much more astute business person.

Interviewer:  I think you are right. 

Donna: There is a much slimmer profit, and a much slimmer margin of error. Before you didn’t have as much land debt, as much machinery debt, and so by scrimping on small things in your personal life, you could get by. Now that’s not true.

Interviewer:  So what does it mean to you to be a part of an oral history project that captures the contributions of Montana ag women?

Donna: I think it is wonderful, because I think about my grandmothers and I’m just sorry that we didn’t get more of their stories. I wish I would have paid more attention when they were telling these stories because they were absolutely delightful, and to realize and to appreciate how strong and wonderful, really they were. I think we as women really have much more support, as being individual and on your own, but they were doing a lot of things behind the scenes with no acknowledgement from the men.

Interviewer: They were the backbone of it.

Donna: And the unspoken backbone, and I really believe that if Grandmother hadn’t been willing to stay on the farm, my family, the Fritz family wouldn’t have had their farm. If she would have went with her sisters, that would have all been lost. The same with my other grandmother.  So what a wonderful  thing. They are finally starting to say and appreciate what they have done to better our lives too by their example. I think of my mom too, how it helped me. I just thought that was part of life. You were a part of the farm, and you contributed, so that’s what you do.
 
Interviewer: Wouldn’t we give anything for their stories now? I wish I had my grandmother’s story from her mouth.

Donna: I know Bonnie tried recording both the grandmothers, and one was just so self-conscious that she couldn’t speak at all, and the other one told a few stories. My Grandmother Fritz talks about sneaking away to the dance where she met Grandpa Fritz, and her mother didn’t want her to, so she got her dress in the kettle in the kitchen, and she pretended she was cooking, and when her mother went to bed she put the dress on, went to the dance, and that is where she met him. I mean they are just delightful stories. When you are young, you just think “well”, and it goes in one ear, and out the other. I just remember snippets of them now. Now I would let her sit and talk to me all day long. What strong women they were.
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