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BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Recording an oral history is a partnership between the interviewer and the interviewee to gather personal experiences, insights and information that help society as a whole better understand a woman’s life and her role in history. The following guidelines will aid the success of that partnership. 
Send the biographical data form to the woman before the interview.  She should complete it before you conduct the interview.  You do not need to ask all of the biographical questions in the interview because they tend to bog down the flow of the interview and her story.  The biographical data will be included as a separate file that supplements the audio file and transcript.
Guidelines for the Interviewer: 
· Conduct the interview in a setting that is comfortable for you both.

· Check for background noises such as a radio or fan that could interfere with the clarity of the recording.

· Try to limit the possibility of interruptions.

· Get basic information about names and spellings before your start recording.

· As you ask questions, be flexible. If an interesting topic comes up that you hadn't planned on asking about, or if the interviewee mentions a term or concept that you don't understand, ask questions to learn more about it. 

· If the interviewee doesn't directly respond to a question that is an important part of her history, ask the question again rephrasing if necessary.

· Sometimes sharing some of your own experience can prompt an interviewee to go deeper with her own response, but remember that this is her oral history and limit your personal comments as much as you can. Also try to avoid more subtle encouragement such as interjecting "uh-huh" and other comments that might distract from the recording.

· Review and use the questions below to guide your interview, but also be prepared to adapt as the interview progresses. For example, points addressed further on may be covered early in an interview due to the natural progression of the conversation. By familiarizing yourself with the questions before the interview, you will be able to keep the conversation moving smoothly and cover these points and more.

Guidelines for the Interviewee:
· Take the time you need to give full answers to the questions. If you need to stop and think about an experience, do. 

· Don't dismiss a topic as something too obvious or "normal" to talk about. By giving details and telling stories that show your everyday life, you are preserving your history.

· Spell out names of people and places you mention.

· Bring up topics beyond the interviewer's questions if they are important to your perspective of your experience as a woman in agriculture.

· Remember that this oral history is for public consumption.

Getting Started:

This is (name of interviewer). I'm the (title or descriptive of interviewer if relevant) and I'm here today with (full name of interviewee) at the (name and location of ranch) (OR, in location, town) Montana. It is (date).

This history is being recorded on behalf of the oral history project, From the Ground Up, Montana Women & Agriculture that is sponsored by the Montana Department of Natural Resources & Conservation.

Childhood

Tell me about your childhood

What is your ethnic background?

Tell me about your parents.

Tell me about your grandparents.

Tell me about your siblings.

What was it like growing up?

What were some of your fond memories?

Was there anything that happened in your early years that impacted your life?
What did you imagine life would be like when you became an adult?

School

Where did you go to grade school? 
Where did you go to high school?

What was school like for you?

What activities were you involved with?

Fond memories…

After you graduated from high school, what did you do?

Married Life & Family

Tell me about meeting your husband…

Tell me about your early life as a young couple

Tell me about some of your fond memories during that time
Were there any significant events that impacted your life during this period?

Tell me about your lives today….

Your children

Stories about parenting…

Your grandchildren

Tell me about your ranch life…

Early life…

Is there such a thing as a typical day in your life?

What do you enjoy most about this life style?

What are some of your favorite activities?
Fond memory…

Significant event or challenge

You seem so connected to the land…how would you explain that to someone who doesn’t live this way?

Are there any areas on your ranch that are special?
From the beginning until now, what changes have you seen?

Conservation

Tell me you views about conservation and ranching?
What practices does your ranch do for conservation?  (When she the talks about them, ask her to describe in more detail because a non-ag person may need clarification)  Or if they say they use biological weed management—ask them to explain.

Legacy

Is retirement in your future?

Will you children continue with the ranch?

What legacy do you hope to leave?

From the Ground Up Oral History Project
What are some ideas how ranchers and non-rancher can better understand each other?

What does it mean to you to be a part of an oral history project that captures the contributions of Montana ag women?
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