


[bookmark: _GoBack]From the Ground Up: Montana Women & Agriculture Transcript
Interviewee: Maggie Julson


<File: M Julson Bio>

Tanya Lester (TL): This is Tanya Lester. I am the administrator of the Stillwater Conservation District and I’m here today with Maggie Julson at her ranch in Reed Point, Montana. It is September 23, 2014. This history is being recorded on behalf of the oral history project From the Ground Up: Montana Women and Agriculture that is sponsored by the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. We are going to start with the biographical data for Maggie. Can you tell me you name and how to spell it?

Maggie Julson (MJ): Maggie Julson.

TL: Okay. And your full name at birth.

MJ: Margaret Ann Small 

TL: Okay. And what was your date of birth?

MJ: 7-27-42

TL: And where were you born?

MJ: St. Charles, Minnesota.

TL: And what were your parents’ names?

MJ: My dad’s name was Raymond Small and my mom’s name was Helen Norvet 

TL: And where were they born?

MJ: Raymond Small was born in St. Charles, Minnesota, and my mom was born in Albert Lea, Minnesota.

TL: Okay. And do you have your grandparents’ names and their places of birth?

MJ: Yeah. On my mom’s side, my grandpa’s name was Severn Norvet He was from Norway. His wife’s name Marie Norvet from Thompson, Iowa. And on my dad’s side, his dad’s name was Fred Small, born in I believe in Austin, Minnesota, and Mame Small was born in Lewiston, Minnesota .

TL: Okay. And did you have any sisters?

MJ: Yeah, I had one sister and three brothers. 

TL: Okay, and what are their names?

MJ: My sister’s name is Donna, my brothers’ names were Larry, Bob and Donald.

TL: Okay. And when were you married?

MJ: I was married three times. 

TL: Okay.

MJ: The first time, I was married to someone by the name of Richard Abbott? I was married in Colorado. and the second time to someone by the name of Gene Wetterling. and the third time to Jerry Julson. 

TL: Okay. And do you have any children?

MJ: No children.

TL: No children. Okay. And what all education did you complete.

MJ: I went to nurse’s training, I became an LPN. I went to nurses’ training in Rochester, Minnesota. And then I practiced nursing for a couple of years and then I joined the airlines. I was a stewardess for the airlines.

TL: And what years were you in college or...

MJ: In 1960 I graduated from high school. So I worked for a year at the Mayo Clinic St. Mary’s and then after that I went into nurses’ training for a year. And after of that I worked for a couple of years as a nurse in Florida. And from Florida, I joined the airlines. I was with the airlines for 15 years. Lived in a lot of different places then. 

TL: And what awards and honors do you have?

MJ: Well, I did get the Ruby Valley Soil Conservation Outstanding Cooperator Award in 1988. I’ve gotten quite a few Targhee awards, sheep awards.

TL: And do you have any memberships?

MJ: I was a member of AERO and of course the Targhee Association.
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TL: This is Tanya Lester. I am the administrator of Stillwater County Conservation District, and I’m here today with Maggie Julson, at her ranch at Reed Point, Montana, and it is September 23, 2014. This history is being recorded on behalf of the oral history project From the Ground Up: Montana Women and Agriculture that is sponsored by the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. Thank you for being here with me today, Maggie.

MJ: You’re welcome.

TL: We are going to start out with very early childhood, like where you were born.

MJ: Okay. I was born in St. Charles, Minnesota. I went through twelfth grade there. I was raised on a farm, we had a small farm and that’s where I was raised.

TL: What kind of things did you raise on your farm?

MJ: It was a fairly small farm. It was our grandfather’s farm. Our dad died when we were fairly young, so our grandfather pretty much and our mother raised us. So we had cattle and chickens and horses and crops. Big garden. Our grandfather had us working at a very young age.

TL: And what was your grandfather’s name?

MJ: That was Fred Small.

TL: Fred Small. Okay.

MJ: Yeah, so he taught us very young to work. Our youngest brother, I mean I can being hoeing the garden, pretty much I did most of the housework, my sister the outside. She was older, she got to do the outside work. My brothers and I we did a lot of the gardening, and I did all the cooking. He even had a hoe that was really small for the littlest one of us, but we had a huge garden. And we, you know growing up, it was a neat childhood. We had work horses and that’s when I started riding horseback. Grandpa would send me up to bring the work horses home. I’d climb up their legs and run em on home. He’d get so mad because I was, they were so worn out before they ever got home. But that’s where I learned to ride horseback. And as kids growing up we were all, you know if Grandpa was gone at all we were all in trouble doing something or other. Either riding the cows or riding the horses or, it was just a good childhood. A lot of work but a good childhood.

TL: And do you have any ethic background that was special? You said one of your grandfathers was directly from Norway. 

MJ: Yeah, he was from Norway. Basically they were Lutheran if that’s what you mean by ethnic. Our father was Irish Catholic and so my mom switch to Catholicism when they were married so... 

TL: Not anything in particular?

MJ: No.

TL: So you said your father died when you were very young? But your mother was still there?

MJ: Yes.

TL: And what was she like?

MJ: My mom, before she married, went to be a teacher, what did they call it in those days? You only had to go for two years, so she had finished that and so she could teach school. And then when my father died, she continued to teach school And then during the summer months and night classes, she finished and got her four-year degree. Actually, she got her teaching certificate when my oldest brother graduated from high school. So, I mean she went to school for quite awhile. So she was busy. But Grandpa put us all to work and we all had our jobs. The summer months when she was off, she was still going to school. So we did a lot of stuff as children, canning and things like. 

TL: So do you have any interesting stories about your brothers or sisters?

MJ: I don’t know.

TL: How many brothers and sisters did you have?

MJ: Three brothers and they were all younger, and my older sister. 

TL: What was her name again?

MJ: Donna, and well Donna was the boss.  I mean, she was the boss of all of us. This is what we did then. She’d beat my brothers up all of the time. If they didn’t do what she wanted, she’d just beat em up. And one day, this is terrible. It wasn’t terrible, it was funny. It was in the winter months. The three boys and a couple of cousins got together and decided they were going to teach Donna a lesson. So they tied her up and hung her upside down in the chicken house. 

TL: Oh my.

MJ: So as soon as they left I went in there and cut her down. 

TL: So she didn’t have to hang very long.

MJ: She didn’t hang very long, but some of the things that we would do. I don’t know how we lived through some of the stuff. She got out of there and she went and beat each one of em  up separately again. So she didn’t learn her lesson I guess.

TL: And you had three younger brothers. And their names again?

MJ: Bob and Larry and Donald. 

TL: Bob, Larry and Donald.

MJ: Yeah. Grandpa I know, one thing I’ll never forget, I don’t know where I was coming from, but Grandpa always sent us up to the woods in the summer to pick blackberries so Mom could make jam. So we all had our little buckets and we went up there, and I decided I’d fill my bucket up with sand and I’d only put blackberries on the top. And I ate all of the rest of them. I took it back and gave it to Grandpa. I don’t know, I suppose he thought “this little girl isn’t very smart.” He never got after me for doing it. I guess I thought I really got away with something, but I mean, there were just goofy things that we did as kids. 
	And Grandpa got us a pony when we were all, when I was fairly young. , he just got tired of us running his work horses, so he bought us a pony. We always had a horse after that.  An uncle when I was in high school gave me a horse because my sister had the grown horse and she wouldn’t let me ride it, so my uncle felt sorry for me. So he gave me a big black horse by the name of King. And throughout high school, I rode him all of the time. He was beautiful horse. And I used to race him in county races. Never had a saddle. I’d race against everybody bareback. But it was fun. He was a beautiful horse, and I’ve ridden horseback all my life. Except for right now, I’ve go an arthritic hip so I can’t ride.

TL: So, what did you imagine your life would be like when you became an adult? Did you have dreams to do something?

MJ: Well, when I was in high school, they had you know when different people come in to explain jobs and careers, Career Days basically is what it was. And we had somebody come in, and of course in those day’s you either were a nurse, a secretary, you know those were your only choices in those days. And then there was somebody, a person came in and talked about the airlines. And so when I was in high school I decided that that was what I wanted to do. I wanted to join the airlines. And one of the things they required was nursing. At that time you had to have a nursing background. So that’s way I went to nurses’ training, and then I applied for the airlines. I got in in 1964.

TL: And you went to grade school in Minnesota, all the way through all high school. And where did you have your nurses’ training?

MJ: One of the Mayo Clinic hospitals in Rochester Minnesota.

TL: So right there also?

MJ: Yeah.

TL: What was school like for you? Grade school? High school? Nurses’ training? Any of that.

MJ: Do you mean was it difficult?

TL: Well do you have any specific memories of school time or?

MJ: Not really. It was easy enough for me and I enjoyed it. I don’t know if I enjoyed it, I went through it. I mean, I was always happy to get home and ride my horse. I didn’t participate. I was in band and, oh, what else was I in? I was in a couple of other things. Being in band was fun. Basically, I was a good student.

TL: And nurses’ training, do you have any?

MJ: No. 

TL: It was just a school you went to every day.

MJ: Actually we lived there. When you went to nurses’ training in those days you lived at the hospital. So we lived there and you know had the studies during the day and

TL: And how long was the nurses training?

MJ: That was only a year for LPN.

TL: A year.

MJ: Uh huh. And then right that, right after nurses’ training a friend and I decided that we would, everybody was going to California at the time so we decided that we would go to Colorado. So we just packed our stuff, got on the train and went to Colorado. Didn’t have a job. Got off the train, took a taxi to the University Hospital in Denver, went in and got a job. And picked up our bags and walked a couple of blocks and got an apartment that same day that we got into Denver.

TL: At least that worked out well.

MJ: Yeah. But in those days it was easy to get a job, especially as

TL: Especially nurses.

MJ: Yeah and especially where we went to nurses’ training.I worked there for a year.

TL: So how was living in Colorado and being a nurse?

MJ: It was fun.

TL: Did you live with your friend?

MJ: Yeah, she and I, and then once we got the apartment a couple of other friends came out and lived with us.

TL: And what were their names?

MJ: Sharon Moore. Marilyn Miner. And actually Donna came and lived with us too. and 

TL: Your sister, Donna.

MJ: Yeah. And Karen Mayer<. We all lived to together. Had a real good time.

TL: And then what did you do after Colorado?

MJ: Then I decided to go to Florida. I went to Gainesville, Florida, 

TL: Now what made you decide to go to Florida? Because that’s quite a big change.

MJ: Well, the high school sweetheart. The first husband.

TL: Oh.

MJ: He was going to go down there and go to school, so I went down there. He didn’t stay, I ended up staying. He ended up going back to Minnesota to join the service, he had to be in the service. So I went ahead and applied for the airlines when I was down there and got hired out of Florida. 

TL: And how was working for the airlines?

MJ: Enjoyed it. The first years were fun. After that, it got, it’s nothing like it is today. In those days it was kind of fun. I mean the passengers were nice. And you know, the work was hard, a lot harder than it is today. Then we would, even on a flight that was an hour long we would serve a hot meal and cocktails. I mean we really worked hard at it. And at the time too, when I first started I flew DC6’s which was a Prop. And you know on a food tray, the liquor was free, there was a little pack of cigarettes on every tray. You know, everything was free at the time I started. So it’s a lot different than it is today.

TL: And where did you fly from and to most of the time? Or did you have a whole bunch of different routes?

MJ: You’d get a schedule every month. A different one every month, and you’d just, based on what you wanted to do, whether it was where you laid over or whether it was for days off or whether it was to see somebody.  But I was based in San Francisco at first and then I was in Florida again. I went to Miami. I was in Denver. I was in Chicago. 

TL: And how many years did you work there?

MJ: 15

TL: 15, so quite awhile.

MJ: Yeah, I was with them for quite awhile. I went through, you couldn’t be married when I first started flying. And that changed while I was flying, that’s when I married my first husband was when I was still flying.

TL: And how long were you married to your first husband?

MJ: Seven years.

TL: Seven years? So you were still flying when you were married to him. Where you still flying when you were not married to him any longer?

MJ: Yeah.

TL: So you flew all the way through that.

MJ: Yeah, through that time and halfway through the next time. 

TL: Okay. How did you meet your second husband? The first one was a high school sweetheart, how did you meet the second one?

MJ: I was based in Chicago and my sister was living in Iowa. So I would go to Iowa and see her, and that’s where I met him was in Iowa. He was a farmer and had a thousand-head feedlot and about a thousand acres of crop ground. So I was back on the farm again. 

TL: And what was his name again?

MJ: Wetterling. Gene Wettlerling. 

TL: Gene Wettlerling. And then how long were you married to him?

MJ: Seven years.

TL: Seven years? 

MJ: Can’t seem to get past that.

TL: And do you have any fond memories of either of the first two marriages that you want to include?

MJ: I learned a lot.

TL: You learned a lot? Well, it had to have been okay. There was seven years of it. Not all memories are bad.

MJ: No.

TL: And were there any significant events during this time that impacted your life? Parent passing away, your grandfather?

MJ: During that time, yes. I had an uncle that was killed in a farming accident. That was pretty hard. And then both grandparents. During that time I was flying, both grandparents on my mom’s side died. But the grandfathers on the other side died while I was still in school. 

TL: While you were still young? So that was a little earlier. I suppose that was hard because that was the grandfather you lived with.

MJ: Yeah, that one was harder.  Grandma Norvet she was a wonderful woman.

TL: Do you have any special memories of her?

MJ: She was so, for a woman of her age, she was so wise and so understanding for that time.

TL: So you lived with your one grandfather. Did you go see her? And did she have a ranch or a farm?

MJ: They had a farm until they retired.

TL: And where was that at?

MJ: That was in St. Charles also. Both grandparents were in St. Charles.

TL: And what did they raise on their farm?

MJ: They had an awful lot of chickens. And then he had dairy cattle.

TL: So it was quite a bit different than the farm that you lived on.

MJ: Yeah. It was. 

<conversation interrupted>

TL: I think we were just talking about your grandparents and the impacts they had on your life when you were younger, and your, would it be your father’s parents who passed away while you were flying?

MJ: No, my mother’s.

TL: Your mothers. And your father’s passed away while you were still in school. 

MJ: Yeah.

TL: And which would you say, I mean obviously you lived with your father’s grandparents.

MJ: His father.

TL: His father. And so he probably had a bigger impact on your life just because he taught you how to work. But the other ones were still important.

MJ: Oh yes. 

TL: Did you ever work on their farm.

MJ: No, our brother did. Both our brothers did I think. I know one did, for sure. When he was in high school he worked there. I was already gone by that time. And that’s when the uncle was killed when the youngest brother was working there.

TL: Oh, that must have been really hard on him.

MJ: Very hard on him. Yeah.

TL: And so on  your brothers and sisters, did all of them grow up to lead agriculture-type backgrounds or did they all go into different directions?

MJ: Donna lived on a farm with her husband in Iowa. And Bob, he became a pharmacist. And Larry lived on the  home farm where we were raised. And then the youngest brother became a forester. 

TL: Okay. And then we were going through your marriages before that. We’ll get back to that. I just hit your grandparents and thought, I have to ask more questions about them. Your third husband, how did you meet him?

MJ: Through a friend of mine who was still flying for the airlines, for United.

TL: So it was still flying then, even though you weren’t flying you still kind of met through that.

MJ: Yeah, and he was a pilot. And he was living in Colorado at the time and he wanted to move to Montana because he was born in Montana. So we met and got together and looked for a place and we bought this place.

TL: Okay. And you said your maiden name is Small and there is a Small Ranch up the hills. Was that yours or your parents?

MJ: No, that’s what I call this ranch.

TL: Oh, you call this the Small Ranch because it’s your maiden name. Okay. How long were you married to your third husband?

MJ: Seven years. You knew that was coming. I don’t seem to be able to make it past that. 

TL: But you came and picked this place?

MJ: Yes, we bought the place together. And when we divorced, we split it. He has the top part and I’ve got this bottom part. 

TL: So you just disconnected ? And what made you pick this place?

MJ: At the time it was in foreclosure and it met the price range that we wanted. Basically it was in bad shape. It had really gotten run down, overgrazed but was it also a drought year. There was an awful lot of work to get this place back.

TL: So while your guys were still together, what kind of work did you do on the place?

MJ: That barn was being held up by a telephone pole on the opposite side, and we shored it up and put a whole new foundation underneath it. And sided the outside. The original barn is there but there is <tape unclear> on both sides of it now. So that was done. We put all new fences in. None of that was back there. The only trees on the place were just a few of them in a row here. The big ones. So that and reseeded grass down here on the bottom and did fertilizing and things on a lot of the grasses, mainly on the top. An awful lot of weed control. The new buildings would be the sheep barn where I do my lambing, that was built. That lean-to was built. And the lean-to over there where the sheep bed . Otherwise, we redid old buildings that were here. One that I said was my feed room, that was two buildings put together and then we resided them. 
	One of the beauties of this place though is the water. When we moved here the house was fed with gravity springs from up the hill   it   ,was only about a 30-gallon capacity so you know you couldn’t use a lot of water. So the one thing we did, we went further along the hillside and did another gravity spring. And so now there’s about a 600-gallon holding tank on that one, so that’s what waters the other buildings and sheep tanks

TL: But you still have spring water?

MJ: Both of them are spring water. And the small one feeds Donna’s place, the hayloft now and the out buildings. And the big one feeds this house. So it’s all gravity water down here. 

TL: And when you split the place was there a reason how it got divided? You chose this area or?

MJ: We agreed to it. There was an awful lot of equipment and things that Jerry wanted, and he never did like it down here as well as he did on the top. 

TL: So it just worked out better...

MJ: As well  as anything can work out in a divorce. 

TL: It worked out the way it worked out. So tell me about your ranch life early on. Obviously you were fixing a lot of things. Did you have sheep at that time? Chickens?

MJ: Mainly horses, and I’ve always had sheep. I brought the sheep with me when we moved here. I had them over in Sheridan, Montana. I lived in Sheridan, Montana, for awhile. It was on a ranch there too.  And that’s where I started with the sheep, with the Targhee sheep. So they came with me to this ranch. And Jerry had the horses. And then he wanted to get Longhorn cattle so he got a few Longhorn cattle. So he’s still got the Longhorn cattle on top, and I’ve got the sheep and a retired horse.

TL: And what made you decide on Targhee sheep? Obviously that was earlier on.

MJ: Yeah, that was when I lived in Sheridan, and I had gone through a divorce there and I was on an irrigated place there. It was 200 acres of irrigated ground and while I lived there, and that’s what I got the award for over in Ruby Valley, was I got a gravity irrigation system going and so I eliminated all of the electricity. At the time, it was the first one in the area. And it was really a godsend really. But to make more money I decided to get livestock and I was alone by that time so I though I’d get sheep. So a friend of mine and I, we went to the national Targhee show at Big Timber and that’s where I started on the Targhee. I got the sheep there, registered ones at the time.

TL: So they actually came from Big Timber then went to Sheridan and then came back here.

MJ: Yeah. Well, the buck was from Big Timber, because it was a national show. And all the ewes that I bought were actually from Jordan, Montana, a big Targhee producer over there. 

TL: Is there anything such as a typical day in your ranch life? I know that every day’s different but...

MJ: Well, now that I’m closer to, well I guess I’m not retired but I’d like to be, so I don't do as much any more. I’m 72 and so I’ve got Social Security , but I still have to have the sheep in order to make a go of it here. So basically what it is, I get up in the morning and I take care of the sheep and the chickens and the horses and that type of thing. In the winter months it takes a bit longer because of the snow. And one of the ways that I’ve made it on this place is by not spending a lot of money, so I haven’t really bought a lot. There’s just a few improvements that I’ve made that I’ve been able to afford, and Farm Services have helped me with some of them. I feed with the wheelbarrow, and I feed 25 ton of hay in the winter so it takes awhile. The bales are getting heavier. So basically I’m doing that and whatever else I think needs to be done, and then I usually come in an eat around ten o’clock and relax and then do other things that need to be done outside. And then feed in the evening again.

TL: Do you have any special activities that you do, or anything that you do other than ranching?

MJ: Not really. I enjoy it here right now. You know I’ve had a lot of experiences in my life, so I’m really happy to just be able to sit back and love the place basically.

TL: What do you like most about this lifestyle?

MJ: The peacefulness.

TL: The peacefulness.

MJ: Yes, very definitively the peacefulness. And you know pretty much you can set your own schedule which is nice. I don’t have to go to town if I don’t want to. I’m lucky to get there once a week. Have to get to Billings once a month. But no, I just love the peacefulness. And I love the animals. I wouldn’t want to be without the animals. 

TL: You seem really connected to your property. How would you explain it to somebody who maybe isn’t used to an agricultural life? How would you explain your connection to your ranch itself? I mean it’s kind of like a part of your life.

MJ: It becomes a part of your being. You know, everything’s alive whether it’s grass or trees or definitely the animals. I mean you just, to me it’s just an energy that you get from anything that’s living. And it’s not all smooth by any means you know. Sheep get killed by coyotes and bear, and weather hits you. I mean, it’s just, but those are things in life. That’s just what you accept. I guess that somebody who would live in a city wouldn’t have to worry about you know their food getting eaten or,  but it’s just part of what life is here. Part of living in an agriculture. But then the rewards far outweigh that.

TL: Do you have any special areas on your ranch that you feel connected to, like where you keep the sheep at certain times of year maybe?

MJ: Oh there is one, there’s a couple of places. Friends of mine, both of them have since died of cancer, and we called it “the little fairy area.” It’s an area that’s in a little draw of trees. Just a neat little place. And that’s where their ashes are. So that’s a special place.

TL: And then you recently in the last, I don’t know how long, but you remodeled the barns so you can have some renters and now your sister lives there. When did you do that?

MJ: That probably would have been about 1998-99, I believe. And I initially did it just to make some extra income. And I had some renters in there. For awhile I was trying to get vacationers in there, somebody that would love to come out and just experience the ranch life. That didn’t go over, so I pretty much just had renters that rented it.

TL: And they rented it for say three months or a year?

MJ: Yeah, varied times.

TL: And then, how did you sister come to live there?

MJ: I just asked her if she wanted to come out and she said yes. She was a nurse in a nursing home there and she just decided to come live here. She’d lived in Columbus for quite awhile before she moved out here and just decided to move out here. The last couple years that she was nursing. 

TL: It’s nice to be so connected though. Now obviously you’ve done a lot of things with conservation on both this place and the place you had in Sheridan. Can you tell me more about your views with conservation and ranching?

MJ: To me it’s necessary in order to have the land produce or be taken care of, you have to take care of the land. And my ideas of taking care of it are probably a little bit you know less on chemicals. I’m more towards natural. But that doesn’t mean that I object to them. It’s just if I have another way to do it, I’ll do it another way if it works. And that doesn’t always happen you know. You do need fertilizer. But I restrict that. And I do spot spray for weeds. There’s no way you can avoid that. And then I did try to raise Echinacea in the field there. I was going to try to make some money raising Echinacea. The price was good when I put it in the ground, but you have to wait three years to harvest it and in three years the price went way down. So that was three years of hard work. But Echinacea is a neat plant. I like it. I guess I’m connected more to the, not the die-hard conservative way. I’m more holistic I guess.

TL: Well some of the conservation things like you said this place was overgrazed when you first started, what kind of practices did you put in place to help repair the ground?

MJ: Definitely moving the sheep from different pastures and just not overgrazing any more. There was a few, the one east of here had to be left alone for awhile. And I did reseed that into Crested wheat grass. 

TL: For awhile? Is that like a couple of years or?

MJ: When that one down there was a couple of years. The pasture on top, I was just careful with it because I had to get up there. So I was just careful with it. And I did have  Farm Services come out here, the conservation district, and had them look at the whole piece of property and give me their idea. Because, the man that had it had his alfalfa fields up there. So wherever the ground was disturbed up there, you know there was some problems. And by the time I got them out here and they calculated the whole area, they said if I was easy on it that they figured that the natural grasses were seeding themselves good enough that I wouldn’t have to go in and reseed. So that’s basically what I’d done. And the sheep are fantastic at that, because in the tall native grasses they have a tendency to eat the bottom part and so they get to go to seed. There’s been a lot reseeding up there. If it would have been just cattle up there, I don’t think it would have reseeded as well. 

TL: And do you use any biological weed management? Or is it, for the weeds you have is it pretty much spot spray?

MJ: It’s the spot spray, only the spot spray.

TL: And what weeds do you have?

MJ: Burdock’s big.  I’ve got lot of water hemlock, which I’m having a hard time controlling it. I didn’t realize it until the last three years and I lost a couple of ewes on it. So that one’s kind of hard to control.

TL: You really have to watch the ones that are dangerous to your animals.

MJ: Burdock, if it gets in the wool, the wool is not, you might as well give the wool away. You can’t sell it.

TL: So do they digest it?

MJ: No, the burrs get into the wool so the wool isn’t any good. So burdock I’m real fussy about andWater hemlock alsoHoundstongue. Let’s see what’s the other one, I’ve got thistle and that one’s a hard one, that one I definitely try to control. It’s all spot spray though, because it’s one the creek bottom here so there’s not a way you can do it any other way.

TL: One of the organizations you said you belong to was AERO. Can you tell me more about that?

MJ: They’re based out of Helena. They are really alternative agriculture methods. They work a lot with the city trying to incorporate agriculture into the city to you know help people understand agriculture. They’re real good in the way. They, like I said, their main area is up in the Helena area, up in the northern part of the state. And many, there are so many different things that they are involved in whether it’s, oh, straw homes or an awful lot of herbs. They’re really involved in raising herbs, organic farming, they are big into organic farming. And there’s a couple big organic farmers that are part of the group. I was more involved with them earlier on. I support them now but I don’t travel any more to their meetings and things. They have meetings every year and different farms and ranches that you go to see what they are doing. 

TL: And another organization you said you were involved in was the Targhee with the sheep. Is that a national organization? And does it have a specific name?

MJ: It’s the Targhee Association and it is national. the Targhee sheep is a dual-purpose sheep. It’s for wool, they have fine wool, and they are also big enough for a meat sheep. They were started in Dubois, Idaho, and they got their name from the Targhee Mountains. And they, I think they started in the `30s or `40s, some time in there. And they’re a tough breed of sheep. They are a range sheep more than they are a flock sheep. So Montana’s a great home for them. And the majority were in Montana. Now  there’s a lot more of them  going out East. A lot of the eastern people now are getting involved in the Targhee sheep. The Miles City Ram Sale, it’s one of the biggest sheep  sales in Montana,  And the majority of sheep there, bucks or rams sold are Targhees. They are a good breed.

TL: And earlier you said you won a conservationist of the year award, is that correct, in Ruby?

MJ: The Ruby Valley Conservation District.

TL: Is that Ruby Valley, Montana? So that was when you were living in Sheridan.

MJ: Sheridan, Montana. Yes. Basically that was for the irrigation, the gravity irrigation system that I put in. And I also did no till farming there. 

TL: Can you explain a little more about the no till farming?

MJ: When I was doing it, they weren’t using that many herbicides to kill everything. And I, it’s just you don’t till the ground. You just get a seeder, it’s a real heavy seeder so it can get the seed into the ground. It’s, when they do it now they usually kill everything first and then go in with the no till. That’s not the way that I did it over there. And it did present problems, because the weeds were a problem. So I don’t think it’s used that much any more. Anyway, I did that over there. Basically it was the gravity irrigation system. It was a challenge. It had never been done over there. For me it was fun.

TL: So how did you set that up?

MJ: I hired a man out of Missoula. Everybody said it couldn’t be done, this man said it could be done. So I hired him. And the conservation district over there helped put it in as long as there was two of us. So I got together with a neighbor and between the two of us we put it in. We irrigated out of the Ruby Reservoir and so we brought in the water at a high level where the ditch was. He designed a system that was phenomenal. It was really, I mean it was all gravity. And at that time, we had to pay so much for electricity you know to run the irrigation system. The pumps were expensive. 
	So the electric company was glad to get rid of us at that time. Well as more people started going into the gravity system, they started charging. If a rancher went into the gravity system, if a bunch of them went in, they would not let them get out of their contracts for electricity. They still had to pay a little bit. But being one of the first ones, they wanted to get rid of us. And then after awhile I guess they decided that they can’t afford this any more. So they still had to pay a little bit I guess, from what I heard. I’d already left the are at that time. It was a fantastic system. I was really proud of that system. There was one field...

TL: And what made you think that you could do it, to go find somebody who said they could? I mean, obviously, you had to go find, I mean you were at your ranch and your like “I need this water, I need...”

MJ: I don’t know. I suppose that was with AERO is probably where I started thinking...

TL: So AERO might have pointed you in that direction?

MJ: Yeah, and like I said, they said it couldn’t be done but this one man said it could be done. And he was fantastic to work for, work with I should say. But he had one field that he was a little worried about. Because he said that one field might have too much pressure in it. It was blowing the pipes apart there was so much pressure in it. So he had to redo one field so it wouldn’t blow the pipes apart.

TL: Re-engineer it and make it work. Do whatever they do.

MJ: It was great. I really enjoyed it.

TL: Well that’s great. Are there any ways that your parents or grandparents encouraged you to go say in the conservation way? I mean, what is different about the way they farmed or ranched than the way you do?

MJ: My grandparents? That’s the way they did it. 

TL: It was more than an influence than difference?

MJ: Yeah, that’s the way  I was raised it was definitely the holistic method. The horses, the fertilizer was the manure and all the rest of it, that’s the way I was raised. I suppose it wasn’t so much a new idea to me as just the way it was when I was growing up. So it wasn’t difficult. 

TL: And with the no till crops, what brought that on? Was that just something that local..

MJ: That again was something I had read about and I, you know not to turn the ground over you would save moisture and...

TL: Except for the weeds.

MJ: Except for the weeds. It was good. Those weeds were a bearcat. 

TL: And have you thought about the future of your farm? You seem comfortable here for now, but are you planning on retiring? You talked about that a little bit.

MJ: No, I’m not going to retire. I’m going to just stay here and keep going as long as I can. I don’t have any heirs. At this point the place will be left to my brothers and sister. 

TL: Your brothers and sister. And what legacy on the land do you hope to leave? I mean, obviously, you’re leaving the place better than you found it. But is there any specific thing you’d like this to stay after you leave it?

MJ: I would like to see it stay healthy. I really would.

TL: Do you think they could have something here other than a sheep ranch?

MJ: Oh definitely. Definitely. That’s not the only and probably I’m sure that somebody...

TL: Well you’ve tried a couple of different things.

MJ: But you know, not many people want the loss of sheep. People are getting out of sheep. So I would be very surprised if I left here that somebody brought sheep in again. I mean, after a few years it gets difficult. I’ll never change. I’ll just keep on. And government trappers help a lot. This year I’m having trouble, but if you get the ones that are causing the problem, it stops for awhile.

TL: And you said earlier today that you’ve had problems with bears and coyotes.

MJ: Yeah, definitely.

TL: Do you know about how many sheep you’ve lost?

MJ: I’ll tell you when I sell  this fall. I know for a fact that there’s six ewes gone and seven lambs, but that’s the only ones I’ve found. The grass is so tall this year you can’t, find some of them, between Pat and I, we’re up there three, four times a day and they still get em.

TL: And who is Pat?

MJ: She’s a neighbor. A good friend of mine. I sold a little piece of land to her on top.

TL: And she raises sheep also? 

MJ: She has some of her sheep here with mine.

TL: So you kind of raise some together?

MJ: Basically. She’s a good friend. She has Targhees. That’s how we met. We both run the Targhee sheep. And she’s a veterinarian so she’s really nice to have around. She’s retired also.

TL: It is nice to have friends like that. Do you have an ideas on how rancher and non-ranchers can better understand each other?

MJ: I think it’s, I think the younger generation is going to understand it better than say the 30 and 40-year-olds. I think the ones coming up are going to understand it. I’m hoping they are going to be different. That’s what happens. It’s generational.

TL: And do you think there’s a way to keep kids in ranching? It seems like we’re losing a lot.

MJ: Oh yeah. For the small ranches, I don’t know if it’s going to happen. I don’t know. A friend of ours, Pat and I, a friend of ours, he has a grandson and he brought the grandson up here for lambing a couple of years ago. And it was so much fun. This boy was eight, nine years old I think. And it was fun. I didn’t think he was paying much attention because he was so interested in the computer and stuff, but he paid a lot more attention than we realized. Because he went home and wrote a couple of papers on his experience here. And they are the funniest, I just about, I don’t know if you want me to talk about what he said, but he, the one paper was “My Most Memorable Experience.” And he wrote about this ranch. And he started it out, “I went with my grandfather to visit this sheep ranch where there were two old farm ladies.” That was the start of it and from then on it got worse. 
	Oh, he had everything down pat. I would take him out to the barn and he would hold the lambs, because you have to band them, you know put ear tags in them. So he would hold the lambs for us. So I would put the ear tags in them and band them. The way he wrote about that was, he said, “Well, I went out and I helped them with the baby lambs.. while she cut the balls off.” I mean it was so unbelievable what this little boy was seeing. And then I guess he went out one night and in order to bring the lambs in you have to kind of hold them like that so the mother follows them. Well he decided that that was dragging the lamb into the barn. So in his paper he says, “Yes, I went out and helped bring this lamb in and we just drug it into the barn and the mother came in after it.” Some of the stuff he said was just funny.

TL: Their point of view is a little different.

MJ: But they don’t miss anything. They really don’t miss anything. It was funny. But he wants to be a rancher, so if that answers your question I don’t know.

TL: So maybe you just have to introduce them early enough.

MJ: The second paper he wrote was what we wants to do when he grows up. And he wants to be a rancher and he’s going to find some ranch where he can start out. So. I don’t you know, but that’s a nine-year-old.

TL: Maybe if we can get a couple more of those kids from the school to come out to a ranch and see what it is really like they might enjoy it.

MJ: Yeah. I think that all kids enjoy the ranches, I do. But when they get to an age where they have to make a living, they don’t do it.

TL: And I think it goes back to like you where saying, when your lifestyle growing up on the ranch, the things that you would do that would almost kill you. The stories about what you and your brothers and sister, hanging your sister upside down. Those kind of things, you can’t do that in town. 

MJ: In this day and age you can’t do it. 

TL: That’s true.

MJ: I mean, it’s, I wouldn’t want to be growing up in this day and age. I loved the day and age I grew up in. We weren’t afraid of predators or, you know we walked to school. It didn’t make a difference. The only thing probably we worried about was getting, freezing to death in a snowbank. I mean but that would be the extent of it. So no, it’s entirely different. I guess I’ve come full circle and back to where I was when I was a kid. I like it.

TL: And what does it mean to you to be part of  an oral history project that captures the contributions of Montana ag women?

MJ: It’s a compliment. Thank you.

TL: One other question I have on this, so you had the ranch in Sheridan. When did you start there?

MJ: That would have been 1980.

TL: And was that as an adult your first ranch?

MJ: Well I was on the farm in Iowa first with that first husband. 

TL: So you had a farm in couple of different states?

MJ: Yes.

TL: But this was the first in Montana?

MJ: Second in Montana. Sheridan was the first in Montana. Sheridan, Montana.

TL: So Sheridan, Montana, and that was in 19...

MJ: That would have been in the `80s.

TL: The `80s. Then you sold that one?

MJ: Actually, it went into foreclosure.

TL: It went into foreclosure, and then about what time did you come here?

MJ: In 1989-90. Around then.

TL: Okay and you’ve been here ever since.

MJ: Yes. And I’m staying.

TL: Staying here. Okay. 

MJ: I don’t know if mine’s really a ranching woman, but I had a life.

TL: You’ve been involved in agriculture your whole life. And I think that’s going to conclude what we’re doing for today. So thank you again, Maggie. And I will finish up everything from there.
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