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Linda Brander: This is Linda Brander and we are here today in Ennis, Montana, on October 24, 2012, with Janet Endecott and Cora Goggins doing on an oral history interview. I am going to first ask our guests to give their names. So Janet will you start please. What is your full name?

JE: Janet Goggins Endecott.

CG: Cora Goggins.

LB: And where you born Janet.

JE: I was born in Ennis Montana

LB: In what year?

JE: 1955, and one kind of cool thing about me is I’m one of Dr. Locci’s babies. Dr. Locci is a renown orthopedic surgeon now, but he was just the little country doctor in the Ennis hospital at that time, so. And it’s just really fun to even see him anymore. He always gives me a big hug, because I’m one of his babies. 

LB: I remember Dr. Locci. And Cora, where were you born?

CG: I was born in Harlowton, Montana. 

LB: and the year?

CG: Ah, 1929. 

LB: Okay, and Janet, we know the name of your parents, but Cora what was the names of your parents?

CG: Earl Amdor and Cora Amdor. Cora Hamel Amdor.

LB: And where were they born?

CG: Let’s see. My dad. where was he born?

JE: Corning, Iowa.

CG: Yes, Corning, Iowa. And my mother was born in Miles City, Montana.

LB: Okay, and do you recall your grandparents, Cora?

CG: My two grandmothers I knew. My grandfathers both died before I was born. One of them was a medical doctor and during the flu epidemic that he caught the flu from his patients. He was a retired. You know, he homesteaded in Sand Springs, Montana, after he retired. But when you are a doctor, whether you retire or not, they keep calling you when there’s sickness.

LB: Thank you. Any add-on questions from my [inaudible] cuz what happens here, as narrator Linda Brander, I might get so involved and not be adding on questions, so I’m going to count on my audience who I have in the background. We have Denise Thompson here today from Broadwater Conservation District and her friend Alma Pigeon, a guest with us today. 

Alma Pigeon: An imposter from California.

LB: A guest from California who will be helping us out with the photography part of the oral history. Okay, your ranch, Cora, what is the name of your ranch?

CG: Goggins Ranch.

LB: Goggins Ranch, and it’s located?

CG: Just outside of Ennis, Montana.

LB: And how long have you been here?

CG: Since 1959.

LB: 1959.

CG: April of 1959. 

LB: And Janet, tell me about your ranch.

JE: Well, I ranch with my parents and my brother and sister. We live about 7 miles north of Ennis, out of McAllister, so it’s just we live in different places but we run our cows together. Depending on what time of the year, they are at different places and we, it’s a whole family operation.

LB: Okay, so the ranches are all under the same ranch corporation?

JE:  They’re all run as Goggins Ranch, yeah.

LB: And, tell me, in the beginning Cora, I remember reading the article that you raised breeding stock Herefords. Can you tell me about that time when you started that? How it got going and how it evolved?

CG: Well, we did have registered Herefords, yes. And let’s see, where did we, we bought some cattle from the northern part of the state. A man up there in Cut Bank went and sold his whole herd and we bought, which I can’t even remember now how many that was. Probably 30 cows. And then we did not have this ranch yet. We worked up in up Bear Crick, yeah.

LB: And you were leasing land there?

CG: No, we worked for the man but, Bob was a herdsman. And for those who don’t know what a herdsman is, it’s someone that takes care of the registered cattle, you feed the calves, get them in show shape because people used to show their cattle at all different fairs, and then they had sales many of them. So that was what he did, and part of his wages was we were allowed to run some cattle of our own on that ranch. 

LB: And so, as far as I remember in the article talking about Bob, your husband, having a really good skill and eye for getting the best cattle, the best genetics into the herd. Can you talk, because some of our listeners, most of our listeners, will not really understand that aspect. Could you talk more about that, and what role you played with Bob in helping build this herd?

CG: Well, actually, I was not raised on a ranch, so I did not know a lot about that part of it. So he was pretty  much on his own, but yeah, he did have a good eye, and he bought through the years some really great bulls that really did a lot for our herds that we had. We used to have sales every year, and bull sales, and we had a lot of very successful sales.

LB: So once again, when you said did a lot for your herd, the bulls, can you expand on that? And also Janet can you give your thoughts on that?

CG: Well, ah, when we first started, cattle were very small and kind of compact. And about that time was when they started realizing that larger cattle you know where better ones to have instead of these smaller ones. So that was what Bob had a really good eye for the bulls to buy to increase the size and quality of our herd.

LB: So that would mean increasing both the heifer size and the bull’s size? 

CG: Right.

LB: And Janet, I remember saying that your dad had a really good eye for all of this. Can you tell me about what your memories are, when you guys were building this really well defined genetic herd of Herefords?

JE: Yeah, Dad is just awesome. Always has been that. And, when I grew up I didn’t know any different. I thought that was how everybody did things, but yeah, he would go  and you could, with the cow herd you knew you had at home, he’d say well, you know, we would like a little more thickness. So you’d go find the bull that had the thickness, you know, to complement your cows. And, and he just has a knack. And so many of ours, I mean, he would really travel a long distance to find those bulls. I know one year he bought the champion at the Calgary Stock show in Canada and brought him home. He was a fantastic bull and got some beautiful daughters out of him. And we just keep going, and it’s always you want, your younger cows should always be better than your older cows. You always want to keep improving, and we’re still working and doing that today. You know, your young stuff comin’ up should be better than the old stuff you have in your herd.

LB: I recall Bob, when you were showing one of your bulls at the Copper King, and he was in the hotel at the elevator. Could you guys, first off, Janet where you there when that happened?

JE: I was not, no. My brother was with dad when they had Scram at the Copper King. 

CG: Scramble G.

JE: Yeah, it was from a big ah, it was more, it wasn’t a sale or a show, they were displaying, I don’t know. Was it a big meeting or something?

CG: I don’t remember. 

JE: But, yeah, they wanted him up in, they had this big deal in the ballroom up on the, I don’t know, was it the fourth floor or something?

CG: Yeah.

JE: And so, the only way to get him up there was the freight elevator. And ah, the only way to get to the freight elevator was through the kitchen. So they had the bull all done up, looking beautiful, and took him right through the kitchen to the freight elevator. Dad said they got some really funny looks from the  chefs in there. But, yeah he had, so it’s fun. We’ve got some good memories of showing cattle through the years all over. 

LB: Good. Well, so, right now, are the key commodities that you produce your cattle? Do you do any wheat crop, or barley, or anything?

JE: No, we’re just a cow/calf operation. We grow hay to feed them but no crops. 

LB: So, do you still graze, you know, for, am I using the connect term “genetic,” and for breeding and for selling stock for breeding to other producers?

JE: We do some of that, not as much as we used to. We do have, well they are full-blood, they are not registered any more, but they are full blood the Herefords. We run them just like any pure-bred herd. We know all of the parentage and everything about them. Ah, purebred Herford and purebred Red Angus. And then we’ve also developed a commercial herd, crossing the Herford and Angus, and get Red Baldies, which is an absolute phenomenal female. And so then, we sell feeder calves also. But we do have some bulls that we still sell to other producers.

LB: And Cora, or Janet, can you talk about when you say a phenomenal female when you cross with that Red Angus and Herford, what makes it phenomenal? What makes the particular breed phenomenal?

JE: Well, when you crossbreed, it’s almost like you get a free lunch, because the hybrid figure that comes out, it just happens when you cross em. And when you have a quality animal in both, Red Angus and the Herford, it brings out all of the good traits of both the sire and the dame. And you get a longer life replacement cow. She usually milks better and raises bigger and more calves,  and pounds is what we sell. The more pounds you sell, the more money you can make. 

LB: Uh, and Janet, you’ve been in ranching since 1959? Cora, is that correct?

CG: Well we lived on a ranch, because Bob worked as a herdsman. This was the first one that we own. 

LB: So, can you tell me about a fond memory that you have since your early days as a young ranch wife and working with Bob on the ranch.

JE: Come on, Mom.

CG: Well, it is a fond memory. But, I mean, I was a town girl that did not know much about things, and he’d come and he needed help, so I’d go out. And there were some times there were things that I didn’t quite know what I was doing, and he never said a word, but he’d get a certain look on his face. And I’d go stompin’ to the house. And I don’t know any ranch wife that doesn’t have that same story to tell, that they would stomp into the house.

LB: And stomping into the house because you got that look from your husband?

CG: Yes.

LB: Well, what were, as a new, as a new person into the ranching industry at that time, what were some of the things you didn’t know at that time that you now know a lot about?

CG: I didn’t know much about anything, really. I mean, I was raised in town. Uh, so. 

JE: Tell `em about driving the tractor with the hay head on it.
 
CG: Oh.
 
JE: And knockin Dad off the stack.

CG: I didn’t quite knock him off.

LB: We want to hear more about that. Tell us about your driving and knocking Bob off the haystack.

CG: Well, it was the first year we moved down here. I’d really never driven tractors or any equipment much, so I had to learn. But I don’t even remember what they called that thing on the front of the tractor, but we’d put he bales and you’d go along and swoop them up, and I think it maybe took eight or something. Then you’d go to the stack and put em on top. Well, a couple of times I about dropped him off at the haystack. 

LB: When you lifted the bales up to it?

CG: Yeah, I wasn’t very good at it. But I also got the best, or the worst at the time I thought, developed muscles you ever saw in your life, because they didn’t have, what do you call it?

JE: Power steering.

CG: Power steering in that old tractor. I mean, I had muscles like a man, and I was so embarrassed. Anyway, and I when I raked. I mostly raked. I was better at that. But Janet was quite young at that time, and she’d ride her horse around while we were down at the hayfield. She’d get tired so she’d come and tie her horse up, and she’d get on my lap and take her nap. And I tell you my arms were so tired.

LB: At holding a baby girl and driving? How old was she?

CG: Oh, five or six maybe, but she still took a nap. 

LB: Janet, what about you and a couple of fond memories of ranching as a child?

JE: Well, what a wonderful way to grow up. We had so much fun. My older brother and sister, especially when we first moved down here. My other two brothers weren’t born yet. And, when mom and dad were always busy working we pretty much always were on our horses. And I had a little black pony, his name was Snappy Doddle, and he would probably buck me off once a day just for good measure. So I got pretty tough. But down in the hayfields when the windrows were there, thinking it was race tracks, we’d get into there and we’d race the horses. And my brother and sister were always pretty good, they would let me win on my little pony. He was black so, he would be the Black Stallion. I read Black Stallion books in those days. 
So, it’s just, everything we did had to do with outside, the cows. I can remember getting up every morning before school and Dad would fix me, I’d get my horse and I had a little sack and he’d put grain in it and I would go out in the field and feed the herd bull that was out with the cows. So I’d go down and that’s when I was on my horse because I had to keep the cows away and just let the bull cause he was working hard so he needed a little extra. So, that’s always, I’d do it before school, come home and get ready to go to school, and come home, we had chores at night that, I don’t know it was, chores is the wrong word. We called it chores, but it wasn’t a chore, it was love doing it. 

LB: What did you like about chores?

JE: [Inaudible] and you’re with the animals. I just, there’s nothing better, you know. My horses, my dogs, and the cows. Nothing better to work with. I still feel that way. 

LB: So do I. Right now Janet, would you tell me all of your siblings, and you are the middle child, so would you name your siblings, their names, if your sister’s married, and name the birth order of them.

JE: My sister is Betty. She’s the oldest and she’s not married. And then my brother Bob, and he’s married and has one daughter and two grandchildren. Then me, and I’m married and have one daughter. Then my brother Jim, and he’s married and has one son, and then last is my brother Pat, and he’s married and they have no children. 

LB: And Cora, do your kids live around you right now or in Montana?

CG: Well, we’re very, very lucky. All of them live in the state. And the third child just moved here a year ago. He’d been down and living in Nebraska for 10 years, so we were really happy when he bought a ranch up by Bridger and moved back to the state. And of course Patrick, the youngest one, is here on this ranch, and he has a feed store out there, so.

LB: Right out here? Just for our listeners to know, we’re at this wonderful ranchhouse and there is a big barn that is a feed store, and that is what Cora is speaking of. Cora, as a young mother raising five children, tell me some interesting stories of experiences and working, sounds like you worked in the field with Bob and probably kept the house and raised the kids. Tell me a little bit about that.

CG: Well, it was a busy life. But, it was one we loved, the lifestyle. I didn’t do a lot of outside work after the kids got a little older, they loved doing it. And we didn’t have enough horses for everybody, so I never really rode much because we had enough for the kids, and, I don’t know, we were just very busy all of the time.

JE: Well, with a ranch especially breeding registered stock, there’s a lot book work. Mom did all of the registering, all of the book work. She’s the one who pays the bills and keeps everything movin. She’s the one, she bakes, I mean, I didn’t know what boughten bread tasted like. She’s baked bread her whole life. She kept us straightened out about where we were supposed to be and kept us [inaudible]. I mean, it was a huge job.

CG: Well I never thought of it that way.

JE: She, yeah, she was the glue that held everything together.

LB: That’s great. What did the book work entail for your registered herd?

CG: Well, when you had calves, you had to register with the Herford Association, so you had papers on every animal. At first all of ours were registered. And, of course, paying the bills, getting ready for the tax man, you know the person who did our taxes, so I kept that up every month. Which, it was just what I learned in high school, I tell ya, I certainly didn’t have any bookkeeping. But the way I did it, why, the accountant said, boy, that’s the best way you can do it and he wished everybody did, had that kind of records. 

LB: Well what made your records so good that your accountant gave you those praises?

CG: Well I don’t know. I put everything in a book, and I had the checks and the different categories, and filled in what they were for.

JE: That’s probably how they designed QuickBooks was off of Mom’s. She just did it all by hand.

LB: So when you are raising registered cattle, Janet, there must have been other roles that the kids had to play in this whole big management of your herd, and you know, preparing for shows, etc. Can you tell me what you did in all of that operation as a young child and as you grew up?

JE: Yeah. Well, we always had, I don’t remember a lot of the showing before I was in 4-H. Of course, I started when I was eight. And so we always had steers and took them to the fairs, learned how to fit them so that they looked good, learned how to show. Because that too is a knack, to know how to best present your animal so that you highlight their good points so that the judge, you know, you can do some things with fitting getting hair ready to hide imperfections, You do the best you can. We learned all of that. 

CG: You learned all of that from your dad, because he was very good. He a showman.

JE: Yeah, from the old days. Well when we first started selling the bulls, we had a bull sale in the fall, and everyone of the bulls was halter-broke and they were all washed and curled, which you had a curling comb. You’d get them wet down and curl em and then pull their hair up to make them real pretty. I mean, you did that, you had to do that. I know Dad would be out there at two or three in the morning the morning before the sale, washin bulls and trying to get them set so they looked beautiful to bring in some money. And then as I got older, we started doing some showing in Denver at the stock show. We had some really good cattle and we wanted to get out and do that. And so that’s probably some of my very best things. I loved showing anyway. We, with steers we kind of hit the circuit in Montana, at the state fair and the Billings fair and Butte, and our local county fair in Twin Bridges. But going to Denver was like the coolest thing. I’d get to skip like ten days of school, it’s in January.

LB: Any fond memories about the showing? Many I’m sure. Can you name one or two that were fond memories about the Denver shows?

JE: Well one thing in Denver is that I got to meet John Wayne and shake his hand. Because he had a registered Hereford ranch, he bought herd bulls at times and. 

CG: After she shook hands, she wouldn’t wash that hand.
 
JE: I was like probably 16 years old.

CG: I think you were younger than that weren’t you?

JE: No, and get to meet John Wayne, I’ll tell you what, that was about as good.

LB: That is good. Did John Wayne ever come to the ranch to buy bulls?

JE: No, he sent his manager. But that was pretty cool.

CG: Yes, that was quite exciting to sell a bull to John Wayne.

LB: Did you go to the Denver shows too, Cora?

CG: Not often. I did go once or twice, but mostly I stayed home to keep things goin here while Bob was down there. And the different kids as they grew up got to go with him, so they all got...

LB: So was it a special privilege to go to the Denver show, or did any of your sisters or brothers who wanted to go could go?

JE: Well, it just, timewise it depended on who could go. when you didn’t have other responsibilities. Because I was still in high school, and so my brother and sister were in college, they couldn’t really miss that much college. In high school, you can get away with it a little better. And then my younger brothers went. It’s sort of that high school age was when you got to go. And then, when I got married and had a family, then I’d stay home with the kid. But it was a real good few years in there that you got to go. That was an excellent, very special thing.

LB: Yeah, John Wayne.

JE: That was pretty cool.

LB: As you guys know this whole project, we are doing an oral history project about women, honoring women in agriculture. I want to ask a few questions now about what your perceptions are of what women’s role in agriculture is, has been and is now, and so, I’m goin ask you, Cora, first. Has the role of women and her contributions to the ranch changed over the last 50 years?

CG: Well, not a lot I don’t think. I think they always hung in there and [phone ringing]. That’s the store. The phone rings in here.
 
LB: That’s okay. We have a moment’s interruption here while one of our guests, Janet, has to answer the phone for the feed store. So what we are going to do is pause. And you know, by the way you guys, our teacher who’s taught us this, he says, all this always happen. Like dogs barking outside, someone coming to the door...

LB: We’re starting back up. Linda Brander, narrator. And Janet, can you talk about the role that women have played on the ranch that may have been different or maybe similar to what your mother did as you being a ranch wife running your Herford ranch.

JE: I spend a lot more time outside than I know then Mom did. Of course, she had five kids, I had one, that makes a big difference. And when I was young and could go to other places, sometimes I would run into men that didn’t approve of someone, a woman, being out doing what was known as man’s work. I would find that. Which was quite a surprise to me, because growing up  here, my dad didn’t care if it was the boys or the girls. We all chipped in, we could all do everything. And so that was tough for me, but I always figured, you know, I just kind of stayed under the radar of the ones who didn’t like me out there, and just do what I did. I figured I did a pretty good job. In fact, probably one of the best compliments I have had, I was at a branding in Townsend, and there’s these two older ranchers, I mean, they weren’t too active. They’d do the vaccinating and stuff. And they didn’t know me. My brother, I went over to help brother, and at the end of the day, they came up to me and they said, you are a real hand. And that was probably one of the best compliments I’ve ever had. To have these old guys that uh knew how to do things, and they appreciated what I did.

LB: And appreciated being a young woman.

JE: Yeah, so ah.

CG: Then there was one ranch she was helping at one time, and he told her why didn’t she go rope with the kids, and she said, why should I rope with the kids? He said, well, if you rope with the men, you’ll embarrass them because you are so much better than any of them are. So she said, she never went to help that man again.

LB: And you continued roping in the best crowd, right?

JE: That’s right, yeah. I figured I can do what I can, and ah..

CG: I mean, that’s just so stupid.

JE: I think it is just so much better. In fact, my daughter is in a very male-oriented profession, and every once in awhile she’ll find somebody who she has a little trouble with, and I said well it could be because you’re a woman. And she goes, “Well, because of the way that you brought me up, I don’t even think of that.” And so for the most part, she does not have to deal with that. I think, my, there was just sort of that, we were going from the ranch wives that were real support, did inside stuff to some that did a little bit more outside, and I still do most, all the outside. 

LB: And the inside?

JE: And inside.

LB: So, when you were a young woman and you were dating your present husband, was his thoughts open to being okay with you being that kind of confidant hand outside?

JE: Yeah, I think that’s why he liked me. Actually, I always give him a bad time. I had a big gray horse that was really a really nice horse, and he wanted to buy him and I wouldn’t sell him. So I said, that’s why you married me wasn’t it, was to get the horse.

LB: That was your dowry, right?

JE: But no, he’s totally supportive and always has been. When our daughter was little, I mean, I just rode all the time. I rode right up to the week I had her, and started riding two weeks afterwards. And she started going with us pretty much regularly when she was six months old. I’d get a pillow and stick it in front of me, between that and the saddle horn, and she’d just straddle the saddle horn and we’d go for miles and miles. One time, she was like nine months old, we were moving some cows and they stalled on us. We started real early, then the sun, we were going east and the sun came up and she sunburned really bad and she blistered her cheeks. She had a bonnet and everything, but those cows just stopped on us. And it took us many hours, and I was so afraid social services would come because I was such a bad mother. She had blisters, but it just made her tough.

LB: You spoke earlier about telling and giving advice to your daughter about you are a woman in a man’s field. Tell me some other things that both you and your husband impart to Rachel that you think are very important as her being playing a role of women in agriculture from a different angle.

JE: Well the biggest thing is work hard, be honest, integrity, if you say you’re gonna do something do it. There’s no, in agriculture, you’re always, you’re taking care of the animals. That’s your job, and they come first. She learned that in high school when, you know, they start doin’ stuff and wantin’ to go here and wantin’ to go there. We did cattle work, that was number one, and I always told her, well your needs come first, but your wants come behind the cows. Cows are how you get your wants, so, and she’s fine with that. And she grew up and she still comes home and helps us on the big days. She’s a hand too.

LB: Cora, you raised some very amazing children, daughters. What would you say that as a mother you’ve imparted to your daughter, and then on to the granddaughter, that are important from generation to generation.

CG: Well, as Janet said, work hard. That’s one of the first things that we think’s important. And we’ve all loved doing it so it didn’t bother us a bit. And being honest, thanking the Lord for all of our blessings.

LB: And it sounds too like when you grew up and raised your children there was no division of roles. So it wasn’t like girls work and boys work.

CG: No, no. Family work. 

LB: Do you think most ranches during your time were run like that, where it’s okay for girls to do this like maybe work out with the calving and such?

CG: Well a lot of them did. I mean, there were some that didn’t but a lot of families back then, I think that what the daughters wanted to do, if they were interested. And I think ours were interested just because you know when they were little they were around all of it all the time, so. 

LB: Yeah, and it sounds like you instilled a sense of really strong love and appreciation of the ranch and the animals, and like chores weren’t chores, so it was something they loved to do.

CG: Yeah.

LB:  Good. I have a question here, and it’s kind of a big question. I’d like you each to focus on what you believe that a woman’s impact is on Montana’s agriculture economy. And meaning, what if women stopped worked for a day on our ranches or farms. What do you think this would mean to our economy, or to the ranch economy or to whatever? Because I think women play a very vital role in our agriculture industry.

CG: Well, for one day or something, it’d be okay. We can all be gone for one day and not be missed too much. But ah, if the women quit working, a lot of ranches wouldn’t make it. I mean, they need both of them, the husband and the wife, to get ahead of things. 

LB: And when you say wouldn’t make it, can you give me some examples. What do you mean wouldn’t make it.

CG: I mean the ranch would fail.

LB: Would fail, because on your ranch what role did you play in keeping it. I mean you did the books for the cattle. Did you do any other things, like sell eggs or milk?

CG: No,

LB: Just totally cattle?

CG: Yes just totally cattle, but we did have milk cows but I gave the milk away that was more. There were quite a few families around with children, and so I had several people that I gave milk to every day.

LB: So during your time as a young mother and wife, as you built your operation, did you ever have to work off of the ranch at a job like in town.

CG: No. My husband would have had a fit. I mean, he is the of the age where the man made the living. And really, he would have been a very unhappy man if I had wanted to get a job because he was the bread winner.

LB: Okay. And, Janet, how would you respond to the importance of women to Montana’s agriculture economy?

JE: I think it’s huge. I think probably the majority of the ranches are successful because there’s a woman in the background. A lot of times, they are still in the background, and that’s okay. Every operation  lets it work the way it is. A lot of them spend time outside, but a lot of them do all that background work. The books is a huge thing. It takes a lot of time.

CG: Especially if you have registered cattle.

JE: That’s right. And for those big ranches that have employees, I mean, then it really, keepin track of the worker’s comp, and if you had to pay somebody to come in and do that, I mean the ranches can’t financially, family ranches can’t do that. And so not only do they support the inside, and if you want a good meal, where do you go? You go to a ranch. They know how to cook, they know how to bake, 

CG: And people, we had quite a large ranch at Meadow Creek at one time, but people that were in the mountains if they had a flat or anything, they always know where to go to get help, it’s to a ranch. 

JE: Yep, they still do that. 

LB: Well, I’ve heard it, and I myself belief it, that ranch kids, if you want a good worker, hire a ranch kid.

CG: Oh, I think industry had discovered that. Bigger companies and everything, they go searching for people with a ranch background. Because yes they’re good workers, they know what they are doing.

LB: And willing to work.

CG: Yeah, because they are good workers. They are willing to work. They are used to working. Wasn’t any other way.

LB: Janet, anything on that?

JE: Well, it’s just, I think she said it all.

LB: We’re talking about really honoring women’s role in agriculture and the thread of Montana’s history. What do you think is the importance of acknowledging women’s role in history, or just every day living. It’s not just necessarily the history, but just in the fabric of Montana’s agriculture lifestyle? And what does this project mean to you, that we are working to honor women like you, Cora, and you, Janet, as being great, great assets to Montana?

CG: Well, actually, I was probably lucky that I did not have to go out and get an outside job, but you know, many ranch wives have to or they don’t make it financially. So I’m just one of the lucky ones that was able to stay at home with the children.

LB: And we’re delighted that we get to honor you in our history project. It’s going to be important. Janet, tell me about what the importance is for us to share with our people in Montana, the important role women have played in agriculture?

JE: Well, I think as the whole population is getting farther and farther from agriculture, and they don’t understand what we do, why we do it. They think they can just can go to the store and food magically appears there. And I think today, women have even more to do cuz a lot of them do have off-ranch jobs. They raise the family, they do all the cookin and the do a lot of the books, a lot of them work outside. And they’re starting now to try to share the story of what ranching is and where our food comes from. A lot of them are getting more active in social media. I’m even learning how to do it, which you know is kind of tough for old dogs to learn new tricks. But you can get a whole new bunch of people to share your story and try to get it out there, the truth. Because so much of what you reach in national media is headlines to try to grab some of the attention, and a lot of times they don’t have a lot of truth in `em. And I think, I think a lot of women are seeing that this is our next new project in agriculture. We have to be at the forefront to, to show the world what a good job we do.

LB: What is one thing, Janet, if you were trying to impart your message to a woman that lives in the city or one of our small communities, what is the one thing that you would want to tell them about you that would help make that difference you want to make?

JE: Basically, I think I’m just like them. You know, you want to raise your family well, you want to be able to make it in this world, it’s getting harder to do. You want to have safe food, and I want them to know that the food they get in the United States is the safest you are going to find anywhere. A lot of people complain about all of the things that happen, but I don’t think that you want to go to any other countries and eat what they have to eat. We do an excellent job here, and I would just like to tell so many, especially the gals in the big cities, we’re doin’, you know, we’re doin’ everything you are and we’re still raising your food. And we eat it, so it’s good. We serve it to our kids. And what we do is good, and we wanna keep doing it, and we want you to appreciate what we do.

CG: Our local Cattle Women have a very good program that we put on every other year. The second and third graders, and we get all these different people with expertise and sometimes we get a honey man, we had cattle and sheep. And they have units and the kids come and they have a little stop at each booth you might say. Rachel, her daughter, usually comes. We take a bull down there, and everything. So I think that’s been a very good program to educate kids. Because the first one we had, we had a milk cow there and talkin about it, what they did. And this one little boy says, “Why don’t you just go to the store and buy it. It looks like a lot of work.”

LB: He got to see how you milk the cow? 

LB: The land is very important for many, whether you’re a woman living in the city or a woman living in the country in this beautiful Madison Valley. Cora, why don’t you share with us a response to this: one of my fondest memories living on the land was, or is?

CG: Well, it’s hard to pick out one. One thing I always kind of enjoyed I guess, when we had big days of cattle work or anything like that, and we had you know the ranch up Meadow Crick, and so I would take a big picnic lunch and feed everybody at noon. We’d stop and just have a good time eating lunch out and they’d get back to their work. 

LB: And what was the scenery like?

CG: Oh, it’s beautiful up there. The mountain, Baldy Mountain you know is just right behind there. It’s just nice country up there. But this whole valley is beautiful you know. 

LB: Oh, it is beautiful.

CG: And we have the most gorgeous view going out our back door.

LB: You know, Cora, perhaps you can describe the view that we see from your ranch house as we look out there. Describe the mountain range that it is for our listeners and capture some of its beauty.

CG: Well, it just, I love mountains. I’ve always lived around the mountains, and like today, there is a little bit of snow on the top, you know, cuz we got a little bit of snow  yesterday. In the summer, they’re so green and beautiful. In the winter they’re beautiful when they are all snow covered. You just couldn’t, like the sun coming up, or in the evening the moon coming up over those peaks..

LB: Pretty awesome eh?

CG: Yes, it’s just awesome.

LB: And what’s the names of the mountains out there?

JE: That’s the Madison Range. [inaudible] mountain is one. It’s pretty distinctive.

CG: And then up at the upper ranch, it was Baldy Mountain, you know that you would really see. The big peak and it’s bald. The first doesn’t have any trees, you know, it’s above the tree line. So no matter where we were, there’s a gorgeous mountain to see.

LB: So Janet, tell us about some of your fond memories of the land.

JE: Oh, the land is pretty much, you know it gives life to everything. It always cycles. You grow the grass for the cows, you grow the grass to make hay so that you can feed them when in winter. And, I don’t know, Dad was always good about trying to improve, you know, every little piece of what you’d want to improve. The grass either to a better and better pasture. And so we still do that. Just lookin’ at new ideas of what to do. We’re doing some irrigation projects on our place, trying to you know improve the stream. And we’re doing some fencing where we in the past have had some, a lot, of pressure on the crick.

CG: I’ve seen [inaudible] in there, the Madisonian, this week.

LB: And what’s in there?

CG: The irrigation project.

JE: Yeah, it’s a DNRC grant that we got through the conservation district. And we’ve always learned you take care of the land so it can take care of you. Just like with your cattle, you take care of them so they can take care of you. That’s the basis of our life.

LB: You mentioned, one of the quotes we captured from you, Janet, for our brochure was that farmers and ranches are our best form of conservation on the ground. And this project is not only about honoring women, but educating about conservation. Could you speak more about that?

JE: Conservation is a word that’s used sometimes, people are getting a more radical idea of it. Conservation is just taking care of the ground, trying to make it better. And I, ah, am on our local conservation district board, I’m the first woman who’s ever been on the conservation district board here. An, it is just, I don’t know, it just makes you feel good to try to improve and helping other people. Our district’s gotten pretty active in helping with water monitoring and doing all sorts of things. Things that you don’t realize sometimes. You just see the stream, oh it’s doin’ good. But now we’re looking at it to make sure. And it is doing good, and that’s good so that in the future as this valley grows we want to ensure that it continues to do good. And, ranchers have been, especially in this valley, we’ve had a lot of people come in here because it is so beautiful. And the reason it is so beautiful is because the ranchers have kept it that way since the 1860s when we started movin in here.

LB: You have spoken of your passion for conservation. What made you want to come aboard to come aboard as a supervisor for the Madison Conservation District?

JE: Well, I didn’t know a lot about it, and I had been on our local fair board and like on the hospital foundation board. I feel that we need to give back to the community that you live in, and well I enjoyed those, I was asked by a board member, they had a vacancy, if I would be interested in. And I said, well man, that sounds like something that might really fit me. And so I did get on the board, and it does fit me. I mean, it’s basically, our board is, we really want to make sure that agriculture stays vital in our community. It provides a good tax base, it keeps the country useful, and so I’ve sort of let go of some of the others things I used to do. [phone ringing]

LB: We’re going to pause for a few minutes.
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LB: This is Linda Brander coming back on for another story from Cora Goggins. And Cora, tell us a story.

CG: When Bob and I were first up on the ranch before we had any children even, our Sunday afternoon activity was usually gopher hunting. There were a lot of gophers that bothered my garden quite a bit, so we’d go out gopher hunting. And so we kind of had a contest to see who was the best shot. And of course he beat all the time at first. Then I got better and better. This one time we each had, while I had twelve hits and he had eleven, but he had one more turn and so I thought well at least we’re gonna be equal. He didn’t beat me this time. And he shot and he got two gophers... 

LB: In one shot.

CG: ...in one shot. The one was behind the other and it went right through the first one and got the second one. I was so mad. So I don’t think I ever beat him. I tried hard.

LB: That is a good story. Thank you very much.

Denise Thompson: That’s a very good story.

CG: Well I got that, the 22 gun that we used, he gave me for my birthday that year, which I was happy. I thought that was a good one. But his mother just about had a fit.

LB: That he gave you a gun?

CG: That he gave me a gun. That was a little 22.

DT: Do you still have it?

CG: Yeah, Pat as it now.

LB: Does it still shoot?

CG: Oh yes. 

JE: It’s the best gun we had [inaudible]. 

CG: It’s a good little gun.

DT: Now I found this really interesting. That is old isn’t it.

CG: No, no. I think one of the kids made it in pottery

DT: Okay. And what about the bell?

CG: Well I’ve just had that forever. I don’t know where I got it.  

[Interview paused.]
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LB: Okay, Cora’s joined us again. Cora, one of the things I wanted to ask you, with Janet’s involvement in the conservation district. Has it been things that you’ve learned, projects she’s gotten the ranch involved in, what has it meant for you to have your daughter be one of the first women as a supervisor on the conservation district board.

CG: Well, I was very proud of her, and they couldn’t have picked a better member than her. But, I don’t know if. I’m not involved so much anymore in things you know. Probably her brother, the one who has the feed store out here, does most of the management now so.

JE: And we have done work down here on, you know, fencing the crick off and planting some grass to rehabilitate some crick banks that, in the past, people built on the cricks to use them, and now we are realizing that you could overuse them. And so we’re figuring out how to still use them and still take care of them. Yeah, it’s workin out well. And there’s always, you just find new things to do all of the time. Well, maybe we ought to try this and so it’s worked out good.

LB: I see in Janet that she has a very strong sense of service to her community. How did you inspire that in your children?

CG: Well, I suppose, I was on so many county boards. I volunteered my time in the nursing home for twenty-five or so years, and I volunteered at the school library at school for many, many years. 

LB: You sent an example.

CG: Yeah.

JE: And it’s amazing, on some of the boards that I’ve been on, my dad was on the same boards, the Rodeo Association, the Farm Service Agency, you know. I feel that I had a double shot of how to do it right, so I’m just trying to keep up the good work.

CG: I was on the very first planning board... 

LB: Oh, for Ennis?

CG: Uh huh, that they had here in Ennis.

LB: Good. Okay, I’m going to read to you the next thing. It’s regarding sense of place. And so, my question is going to be. what does sense of place mean to you? And when I looked it up, cuz I myself have a feeling of a sense of place where I live. When I looked up a definition, a sense of place means “Places said to have a strong sense of place have a strong identify and character that is deeply felt by local inhabitants and many visitors. Some of the places of social phenomenon that exist independently of any one individual perceptions or experiences, yet it is dependent the human engagement for its existence. Such a feeling may be derived from the natural environment, but more often it’s made up of a mix of natural and cultural features of the landscape, and generally includes people who occupy the place.”
Janet, can you speak to me what, when I say, what does a sense of place mean to you, toward this valley, growing up?

JE: It is just part of me. The beautiful scenery to begin with, and then just the people I grew up with. The ranch families that, you’re good friends. You saw them socially, you see em in church, you go to ag functions and everybody’s there. it is just a very tight-knit, tight, I don’t know, feeling. It is just there. You feel like you are around family. I think it is an extended family. Our valley’s had a lot of new people and new money move in, and you don’t feel the same with that, and you kind of get to some of these weddings or funerals, unfortunately, of some of the people who’ve lived here for a long time. And you still go and it’s the same. You see all of those people you grew up with and you feel sort of like, I don’t know, it gives you the shivers. It’s just family, and they’re still there, and it is just who the Madison Valley is. You can’t really separate the valley from the people. 

LB: Cora, how would you respond to that?

CG: Well, so many people, you would be amazed that how many people that have said to me, “don’t ever move away. You’re ranch when we go by it is always so green down there, it’s just such a beautiful place, we sure hope that you don’t ever sell.” You know, they just think its beautiful. Of course, the mountains in the background doesn’t hurt it any. 

JE: Well, the new hospital is built right above and looks down over our property, and they put all of the hospital rooms on the east side, so they all can look out over our pastures. And I mean, there’s some there that said, I’ve had people who work there say,  “Well, that’s sometimes the best medicine, let them look down over and they can see your cattle and stuff.” So, I mean weird little things like that. The business part of the hospital is facing the highway, the patient part is facing our pastures. 

LB: Do you think newcomers coming into the valley can gain the same feeling of sense of place? Or have they?

JE: I think a lot of them feel it.

CG: I think so too.

JE: And that’s why they come here, and that’s why they, I don’t know if they know what it is, and of course being prejudiced, I don’t figure they can feel it quite as much as we do. Because we grew up here, you know. We have so much history here. But yeah, this is a very special valley, and I think that’s why people want to move here.

CG: I know from working at the Nearly New that the Women’s Club runs, the Nearly New store in Ennis, the people that come in there and you know love this valley, that they’ve moved here a lot of them. And a lot of the people that move in here help in that store, which is a great thing for the community. Every community should have a Nearly New. 

LB: That’s a consignment shop, right?

JE: Well not really consignment.

CG: Not consignment. They donate. Everybody donates..

LB: Oh, everybody donates. But its like clothes..

CG: Most things are like $2. 

JE: It’s great for families.

CG: And if people come in that need it, we give them everything. 

JE: And one of the coolest things is, because there is, a lot of the people in this valley are affluent, there are some gorgeous clothes that come into this, that I mean you would not believe, and sell it for $2.

CG: It’s unbelievable what, and everything is donated. And probably I shouldn’t even say, but I guess it’s okay, you can’t believe the amount of money that that place gets in a year. 

JE: And the Women’s Club puts it in, it all goes back into the community.

CG: And it all goes back into the community, scholarships for the kids, and the Lion’s Club. Wonderful.

LB: Those are probably other things that, as a community endeavor, it makes it feel like a sense of place.

JE: Right, right.

CG: An amazing number of people that are just summer people here work in there in the summertime too.

LB: Well, I’m nearing the end of the questions that I have to ask, and as we close out my questions, I would like to address your latest [inaudible]. The best advice and wisdom regarding conservation and agriculture that I can impart to my descendents is:

JE: It’s simply, take care of the land and animals and they’ll take care of you. I don’t know else, because it’s wonderful land and if you take care of it, it will be fruitful.

CG: That’s what we’ve always said too, that if you take care of your land and cattle, they’ll take care of you. 

LB: So can you expand a little bit to help people that may not understand what that means, taking care of the land and the animals. Can you give some examples?

JE: Talking care of the land, we do a lot of irrigating, we don’t overgraze, you know move your cows around. And taking care of your cows, I mean that’s just basic. You feed them, make sure you feel em well, and keep em healthy, they’ll take care of you. They do a good job. 

LB: Now this one is kind of tweaking on the creative, innovative, no-structure side of my question. My question would be, wouldn’t it be nice if: Janet?

JE: Wouldn’t it be nice if the whole world could get alone like the Madison Valley.

CG: Exactly my... 

JE: If we could, I don’t know, I just am amazed at some, at the things that people do. I don’t understand. And why can’t everyone be like we are here? We get along, sure everybody has their little squabbles, but the world is good. Let’s try to keep it that way.

LB: Cora, would you say something different to that? Wouldn’t it be nice if?

CG: That was my exact thought too.

LB: Like mother, like daughter.

CG: Because if you take of your land and your cattle they will take care of you.

LB: These are the questions that I had prepared for you. I know that you spent time over the last day or so thinking of some things that you wanted to include in this interview. Can you tell me, is there anything that I missed that you would like to put into the interview?

JE: Well, I have one good story. I was telling you earlier about the bull that Dad bought out of Calgary. And he was a sweetie. He was a show bull, a sweetheart of a bull to do anything with. But he didn’t like horses. I don’t know if he just never been around em, but he didn’t like horses, and he would take a horse, he’d hit a horse and he’d knock you down. And we learned early, when you deal with Britt [spelling uncertain], you get off the horse and just move him on foot. 
Well, he got into the neighbor’s one day, and the neighbor was trying to get him out with his horse and Britt did what he always does, and he was chasing the neighbor and knocking him down. And the neighbor called Dad and was very upset and saying, “Get this bull out of here, he’s killing my horse, he’s gonna be, just awful.” So, I was probably 10 or 11, and Dad says, go get a halter, we gotta go get Britt out of the neighbor’s. So Dad took me down there to the pasture and the neighbor was there, still not very happy with what was gonna on. And so Dad says, well, go get him. So he kicked me out of the pickup with my halter, and I went out into the field and this guy was just havin a fit. He’d go, “Get that kid outta there. She’s gonna get killed.” I walked up to the bull, slapped the halter on and led him out of the fields. That’s been one of our favorite stories. 

LB: The neighbor probably had pretty wide eyes.

JE: Yeah, he thought we were crazy, I’m sure, so. But it was fun.

CG: Well, I remember when we moved down here in 1959, and they kind of called this the junkyard. Down at, oh, there were old buildings, a lot of them hadn’t been used for years and should have been torn down. And down in the fields, there’d be old equipment and stuff that was worthless, just parked. Old cars and stuff. And so you know we just had a giant summer, that summer, of cleaning up this place. And of course, well, let’s see, I don’t think that there’s any buildings left.

JE: The granary.

CG: Oh yes, the granary out here. It’s the only building that’s still here. Everything else was torn down. 

JE: The house and the granary.

CG: Yeah. We built everything else on here. 

LB: So you cleaned it all up.

CG: Cleaned it all up and...

LB: Was that a family project?

CG: Oh, it sure was. All summer long.

JE: I’m sure I was a lot of help.

CG: Well, she was along though.

JE: Yeah, I was there.

LB: Well, there’s one thing that we must tie into this history, is that the earthquake of 1959. Talk about your memories about that and what your family had to do.

CG: That was the year we moved down here. We moved here in April and this was in August of 1959, and we had just finished haying the day before this earthquake. And there were reports coming that Hebgen Dam had gone out, so we were really worried. Bob gathered all of the cattle up here, the field ready to shoo them up the road he thought to save their lives. The Hebgen Dam was a big dam. I don’t know if it would have flooded us, some people said it would, and some people said it wouldn’t. But it was kind of a scary time. 

JE: Well yeah, you’d just moved down here and you did not have a loading chute cuz that next morning I remember Dad, well I don’t remember, I just know I heard about it. Yes, I was way too young. But Dad and Bobby built, I mean, just built a loading chute so that they could load some cattle if they had too, because they hadn’t built one before. 

CG: But we were sure scared. And like our whole hay crop you know, if it did flood when we just finished haying.

LB: So did you and the residents go to top of some hill to be safe?

CG: Well, we did not go. A lot of people went up partway at least up to Virginia City Hill. We had neighbors across the road, we just went up there.

JE: Up on their bench. Til the next morning, then we went up Bear Crick. Because I can remember a little bit. 

CG: The reason we did is, I think it was Betty who had the flu. She was sick, and we had just moved down from Bear Crick that year, that spring. So I had really good friends, people that we’d worked for. So I took the kids up there. But Betty having the flu, you know, she did not want to go. So we spent, while I guess we came back the afternoon, mid-afternoon. Came back down here.

JE: Figured out that the dam hadn’t collapsed.

CG: The dam didn’t collapse.

LB: So how long was it that you were kind of not knowing? Was it a day about that you were not sure about whether the dam was gonna break?

JE: Probably through that whole night and then the next day.

CG: It was probably close to midnight...

LB: You got the okay that it wasn’t...

JE: That’s when it happened.

LB: Oh..

CG: ...when we had the earthquake. And it really kind of funny. There was a loud roar,  weirdest roar I’ve ever heard in my life. And I had had a cloths line out there, it was the days before dryers, and I’d left my clothes out there. I had sheets out there and towels and stuff on the line. And I hear this roar, and I thought, oh my, it’s a terrible, terrible wind. I wonder if it blew all of my clothes off the clothes line. They were hanging just as straight and quiet. There wasn’t a breeze at all. But the roar of the earth was the most scary thing.

LB: Did you notice anything about your animals? Any things in your herd or anything that gave you clues that something was up?

CG: Well no.

JE: Of course, it happened in the middle of the night, Saturday night, and..

CG: But you know what, didn’t Dad say that the birds had been kind of funny for a day or two before, and I think he realized they knew.

JE: They probably did. They probably did. And then one of my favorite stories too was the next morning Dad’s brother from Billings was coming here, and they had a road block at the top of the Norris Hill. And he drove up and he saw it and he just drove around it. He didn’t even stop or slow down, so he could help Dad if he needed to get the cattle out. He didn’t stop, didn’t say hello, just drove right through it. 

CG: Good old Uncle Pat.

JE: And they had their first bull sale in October, and I remember seeing pictures of the ads they had. They called it the “All Shook Up Bull Sale” because of the earthquake.

LB: Oh, that’s good. That’s good. Any more memories or stories you’d like to share with us?

JE: How about when you cooked for Mrs. Orr?

CG: Yeah, before we moved down here and bought this ranch, we worked for Orr Herefords. Bob was a herdsman up there. And Mrs. Orr, his mother, was quite an elderly lady, and she did not know how to cook. She’d always had a cook. I think her husband was in the diplomatic service, and I think there were quite wealthy, and she probably had cooks all her life. Anyway, the ranch cook left and so she wondered if I would cook dinner for a month for her, and cook enough for dinner so she could have leftovers for supper. She could handle breakfast. And she would give me a steer. So, I did that. I cooked for that month. How old was I? That was before I had children, so was under 20. I was 20 when my first child was born. I guess I was probably 19, 18 or 19. But anyway I did that and she gave me this steer, and we fed it, and so we took it to the fair and I had the champion steer.

LB: Oh good. She gave you a good steer.

CG: She gave me a good steer. Yeah, so that was quite exciting.

JE: Didn’t you get like a thousand dollars?

CG: We got a thousand dollars. He weighed a thousand pounds and we got a dollar a pound. I mean I thought I was...

LB: That was a lot of money.

CG: Yes it was, it was a lot of money back then.

LB: Well I want to thank each of you. We are concluding our interview at 2:30 p.m. on October 24, 2012. And I want to thank each of you for your wonderful stories. It’s been great. 
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