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Post-Survey Parameter Sheet for Well Owner

Your well/spring was visited on __________ at ________ by Don Sasse of the Coal Bed Methane Protection Program.  The well/spring identifying name is_________________.
The following field parameters were measured:

Depth of groundwater



___________ feet below ground surface
Flow Rate




___________ gallons per minute

Groundwater temperature


___________o C
Specific Conductance*


___________ microSiemen
pH**





___________ Standard Units
Nitrate***




___________ mg/L
Chloride****




____________

*Specific Conductance is a measure of how easily water conducts electricity and provides an indication of the amount of minerals in the water.  When minerals dissolve in water they form ions that can conduct electricity.  The more minerals dissolved in water the greater the conductance. In general, a specific conductance less than 1000 microSiemen meet drinking water standards.      

**pH is a measure of how acidic or basic the water is.  Water with a pH of 7 is neutral; less than 7 is acidic, and greater than 7 is basic.  Low values of pH, particularly below pH 4, indicate highly corrosive water.  High values, particularly about pH 8.5, indicate alkaline water.  Most groundwater has a pH between 6.5 and 9.0.

***Nitrate mg/L is a field measurement of nitrate concentration from your well.  This field measurement is made using a colorimetric method and is less accurate than a lab test, but is useful as a reference.  Source of nitrates in groundwater can range from the geologic deposits and from the aquifer, to infiltration from septic tank seepage, fertilizers, or animal waste.  The national drinking water standard for nitrate is 10 mg/L.

For more information contact:

Don Sasse
Coal Bed Methane Protection Program 
101 Grand Ave.,

Billings, MT 59101

(406) 696-3966     cbmwater@gmail.com


     
