


Claim No. 20__-__ - Name LLC, Inc, etc., ___ Co. CD - Date

Received by:_____________
APPLICATION COMPLETE
Date:___________________
Time:___________________
Form date:  5/23/2011


APPLICATION FORM
COMPENSATION FOR LOSS OF GROUNDWATER, SURFACE WATER 
	OR DAMAGE TO LAND OR VALUE
(effective after July 1, 2011)

Under The:
COAL BED METHANE PROTECTION ACT
(§ 76-15-901 through § 76-15-905, MCA)
CLAIM APPLICATION AND MINIMUM FILING REQUIREMENTS 

Administered by the:
			________________________Conservation District
Mailing Address:  		_________________________ 						   _________________________
		_________________________
Phone: 		_________________________   
Fax: 			_________________________
Contact Person:	_________________________

Use this form to apply for compensation for damage to land and to water quality and availability as provided under the Coal Bed Methane Protection Act, 76-15-901 to 905, et seq, MCA.  All information must be legibly printed or typed, except where signatures are required.  Contact your local Conservation District for additional information and guidance in completing this process.  Additional information may be requested by the reviewers.  

PLEASE NOTE: AN APPLICATION WILL NOT BE GIVEN A FILING DATE, WHICH ESTABLISHES FUNDING PRIORITY, UNTIL IT IS DEEMED COMPLETE.  INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR FUNDING.

This Application form establishes the Minimum Filing Requirements for compensation as described in the compensation claim Rules and Procedures.  Terms used in this Application have the same meaning as set out in the compensation claim Rules and Procedures and the Act.  The completion of this Application and the Application process must follow the steps outlined in the Rules and Procedures (available from your Conservation District Administrator).


Fill in only those sections which apply to your impact.




1. 
APPLICANT INFORMATION 
 
I am submitting this application as: ____landowner   ____ water right holder   ____both

Name:	___________________________________________
Mailing Address: 	___________________________________________
City/State/Zip	____________________________________________
	____________________________________________

Physical Address:	____________________________________________
City/State/Zip	____________________________________________
	____________________________________________
Contact Person (if different from above):__________________________
Phone: Home_______________  Cell________________   Other_________________ 
Email:____________________________ 
 

B.  TYPE AND LOCATION OF IMPACTED RESOURCE 

Type of resource impacted:
1. Loss of Agricultural Production and Income Caused by Coal Bed Methane Development; 
1. Lost Land Value Caused by Coal Bed Methane Development; 
1. Lost Value of Improvements Caused by Coal Bed Methane Development;  
1. [For Water Right claims only] Contamination, Diminution, or Interruption of Surface Water or Ground Water Caused by Coal Bed Methane Development. 
  
Nearest Town:	______________________
County	:	______________________
Location of well, spring, point of diversion, or field.  (Attach additional geographic information if more than one water source or field is impacted.)

___1/4___1/4___1/4, Section___, Township___, Range___ 
Latitude _____________	 Longitude _______________ if available
GEO Code 							 if available
Common or local name of impacted resource:_________________________________

Attach a map showing the location of the impacted resource.




C. AMOUNT OF CLAIM

Amount claimed: $__________________

Provide documentation to substantiate your claim, such as appraisals, cost estimates, bids, or receipts. 

D.   DESCRIPTION OF LOSS

Provide a description of your loss of water supply or land damage, including the dates of impact or when impact was documented.   Please describe what material damages have resulted from or are expected to directly result from the impact?  If more space is needed, attach additional pages.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


E.  DOCUMENTATION OF LOSS


Provide documentation showing the change to your agricultural production or income, land value, improvements value, water quality, or water quantity.  Government agencies or private consulting firms may be able to assist you in this step of the Application process.  Specific examples are given but responses to this section are not limited to the approaches suggested below.  At a minimum, claims must be substantiated and must be demonstrated to relate to coal bed methane activities.  Discuss how coal bed methane development caused your loss.  Please provide all baseline data available.   

Attach a map showing coal bed methane development and demonstrate the relationship to your impacted resources. 

1. Loss of Agricultural Production and Income Caused by Coal Bed Methane Development. 

Loss of Agricultural Production and Income could be demonstrated by comparing production records or tax records from year to year.  The change must exceed that of natural cycles affecting commodities (for example, weather) and must either be directly tied to coal bed methane activities or must be related to coal bed methane development occurrence in proximity to agricultural land.

2. Lost Land Value Caused by Coal Bed Methane Development. 

Lost Land Value may best be documented by a land appraiser or other real estate professional.  The amount of change must be measureable in the professional opinion of the appraiser and/or real estate professional. 

3.  Lost Value of Improvements Caused by Coal Bed Methane Development.  

Provide the original cost of the improvement and provide professional estimates of the replacement cost or bills for construction costs if applicable.  Show how the damage was caused by coal bed methane development.  Where cost does not necessarily equate to value, please describe the value of the improvement and an estimated replacement cost, if applicable. 

4. [For Water Right Claims Only] Contamination, Diminution, or Interruption of Surface Water or Ground Water Caused by Coal Bed Methane Development. 

FOR WATER RIGHT IMPACTS,  ATTACH  DOCUMENTATION OF YOUR WATER RIGHT

Provide measurements of your well, spring or stream that demonstrate an impact relating to the time when coal bed methane activities occurred.  For periods of drought, include historic use or monitoring information that demonstrates that the water source has previously supplied water under similar conditions.

1. For groundwater levels in your well that may affect water production rates: the well must fall within the area of impact generally described and mapped in the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology Annual Coal Bed Methane Regional Groundwater Monitoring Report.  Contact your local conservation district supervisor for more information on this report.  Generally, a change in the depth must be documented by measurements to be claimed as an impact.  Gas released from a well may occur with a change in water levels and must also be documented as a new condition that makes the well unsafe or unusable.

1. For groundwater quality: the well must be in proximity to a potential impact source such as an impoundment used to store or regulate discharge water from coal bed methane wells.  A change in groundwater quality must cause a change in usability of the water, which is generally defined in ARM 17.30.1006 (http://www.deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH30-10.pdf).   ARM 17.30.1006 classifies groundwater based on natural specific conductance and protects the associated beneficial uses.
 
1.  For springs: the same methods as described for groundwater apply; with the exception that spring flow is substituted for water levels in the well.

1. For surface water quantity: both increases and decreases in flow may be considered an impact.  Flow data may be available from the United States Geological Survey or the Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology.  Changes in flow must be sufficient to impact use, such as the ability to use a pump; or in the case of increased flow it must cause loss of use of crossings or damage to soil and plant communities adjacent to the channel where water has overflowed.
(v) For surface water quality: the impact must cause a change in usability which is generally defined according to categories, as listed in ARM Title 17, Chapter 30, Subchapter 6 of the state water quality rules.  Laboratory water-quality data must be submitted.  Surface water rules are located at http://www.deq.mt.gov/dir/legal/Chapters/CH30-06.pdf


I am providing the following documentation: 
· _
· _

F.  LOSS ATTRIBUTABLE TO COAL BED METHANE DEVELOPMENT

Has your well, spring or soil been maintained in reasonably good condition?   Provide a statement of inspection by a qualified water supply specialist indicating information that the loss of value is not attributable to insufficient or deteriorated facilities or operations.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


G.  MITIGATION PLAN

Discuss how compensation from the Coal Bed Methane Account will mitigate your loss or damage and the benefits that will be realized. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


H.  COAL BED METHANE DEVELOPERS / OPERATORS AND REGULATORS UNLIKELY TO PROVIDE TIMELY COMPENSATION

Was there an access/surface use agreement with a Coal Bed Methane company? If so, discuss why it is not providing relief. 

What steps have you taken to establish that compensation is unlikely to be available from the Coal Bed Methane developer or operator operating in the area of the claimed damage?   Provide documentation of communication with the appropriate Coal Bed Methane developer or operator and regulatory agencies stating that compensation is unlikely to be available in a timely fashion to avoid substantial damages.  Attach a copy of the mitigation agreement, if any.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



 I. ATTACH ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN SUPPORT OF YOUR CLAIM
Exhibits <_>

J.  ACCESS TO EXISTING SOURCES OF STATE FUNDING
 
Do you have access to existing sources of state funding, including state-mandated payments that compensate for similar losses?   Yes______      No ______
 
If yes, please describe the funding source(s), amount(s) and purpose(s) of the funding.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I____________________________________ (LANDOWNER/WATER RIGHT HOLDER – LLC, Inc. Trust, etc.) does hereby attest that the information provided is accurate and complete to the best of our knowledge.  It is understood that validated claims are limited to up to 75% of our incurred costs, the total approved payment is limited to no more than $50,000, and we are limited to one claim from the CBMPA.

 
Signature:_________________________________ Date: _________________
(Name)
Authorized representative for _________ (LLC, Inc., Trust, etc)



K. List of Exhibits
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